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A PLEA FOR THE CHILDREN OF THE UNFORTUNATE
Ethel C. Meyer

We who have passed through the “Gates
of Childhood” into the wide world to make
or mar our lives as we will carry with us
one of the thirteen great things of Life—
Memory. And as we stand at the thresh-
hold of the world of strife the memory of
our parents seems to hover ’‘round us,
guiding and protecting; the joy of our
childhood seems to cloak us in its radiance,
and the atmosphere of our homes, pleasant
and beneficent, seems to envelope us; and
so we are protected against the cold biting
air of Iife itself. We, ourselves, feel, as
we square our shoulders, that the world,
bathed in sunshine, is at our feet and we
realize that we are starting out fresh and
with every fair chance for making our-
selves good men and women, physically and
morally. But having journeyed thus far,
we become immersed in the intricacies of
everyday existence, and we forget that
there are boyvs and girls growing up with
surroundings that will not make very pleas-
ant recollections, or even tend to make
them good men and women; boys and girls
being thrust into our world of strife before
they are developed physically or mentally
to battle with Life and for Life, unpro-
tected in any way, deprived of Childhood
itself. These children are to take our
places some day in the ranks of men and
women: it must be, for generation has al-
ways succeeded generation, but how will
they do it? They have had no fair chance,
work has made them old before their time
and weaker than they should be; and how
can weak children make strong adults?
We who have had every opportunity should
show what our advantages have done for
us, and refuse to allow laws which tie
Childhood to the machines of the factory,
to be passed. We should bring to their
senses men who want to allow children ten
years old to work in canning factories.
And if, for a while, we go with “eyes that
see not,” our other senses are of necessity
more acute and we must hear the prayers
for mercy that ascend from all sides; but
above these prayers we hear the voice of
early Youth, singing and dancing, as it
should be, and of Childhood oppressed and
world-weary, deprived of all its rights.

And as this cry pierces our inner con-
scioutsness, our eyes open instinctively tg
the poor and their children.

Yes, our eyes open to these struggles for
existence, these battles for life; they open
to lost illusions and shattered hopes; to
anxiety and despair; but through it all we
hear that cry, first of Childhood, exuberant,
not with health, but with animal spirit,
Early Youth knows no disappointment, no
privation; the sun shines brightly and the
breezes blow caressingly upon all Child-
hood alike. To Childhood, ‘riches do not
bring happiness. The child of the slums
is happier with a more spontaneous happi-
ness than the child of the rich, but they
are both “pleased with a rattle and tickled
with a straw,” and we would take even
that only chance of happiness from them

by not allowing them to be children for
long.

These children of the poor are the rays
of sunshine in homes where sunshine never
pierces the dirty windows nor shines upon
the battered cradle. Tt is the innocence of
Childhood which keeps the tenements from
being impenetrable depths of darkness, and
the clear laughter of Childhood which
makes the oases in the sad stretches of
monotonous days. It is their baby words
of comfort which sustain hope in the heart
of the tired mother, and their feeble cries
for food which arouse her to new energies.
These parents view their children through
mists of tears, but their question, “What
will become of them, dear God?” does not
fall upon the consciousness of the children.
And when these older people find their.
prayers unanswered, they become stolid
and indifferent, and we, the favored of
Nature’s bounties, say they don’t care.
Who are we to thus coolly dismiss the
subject? We, who don’t know what it
means to stretch forth empty hands when
our children ask for bread that they may
live; we, who don't give our children bread,
but cake; we, who give them not clothes
for warmth, but for adornment and as a
background for their immature beauty?
But these little children must huddle to-
gether for warmth and eat dry crusts as
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b an assuager- of starvation. And yet they
© are happy because of Youth, and we

would deprive them even of that. We say
they are used to hardships, that hardships
won't hurt them; but we would shudder

3 to think of one of our own hoys or girls

raised in the same environments; we would
not take them down to the slums to see
their less fortunate sisters or brothers for
fear of contagion of some sort; we would
not even tell them of these little children
for fear of clouding their happiness. We
can see no connecting link between these
children and our own; we don’t see the
injustice of child-labor for them, but it
wotld be more clear to us if it embraced
all Childhood, for then ours, too, would
labor and toil amid the deafening roar of
the factories. We don't see the need of a
good education for them, but ours must go
through colleges and universities; we don't
even see the need of play for them, but
ours need recreation and even supervised
play, lest the burden of studying shall be
too oppressive. \We can't realize that the
men and women of the future will be, not
our children alone, hut all children, and
that not only from our ranks, but from the
ranks of the poor, have come some of our
greatest and most famous men and women.
These little children called into the world,
and yet unwelcomed and unwanted, sur-
rounded by a mother-love intense in its
passion and in its animal-like defense, rich
only in Childhood’s inherent happiness but
poor in material things: these little children
must go out into the world before they can
realize that it is a world of shadow as well
as lightt Work that dwarfs them physi-
cally and mentally, and responsibilities that
make them old before their time cause
their little shoulders to droop and stamp
indelibly upon their faces the shadow of
coming events; and while their baby hands
are toiling, their eves, although heavy with
sleep, are gazing with sophistication and
the morbid curiosity of the young upon
evil sights and cruel things. And yet we
must not judge the parents too harshly.
Fate has not dealt kindly with them; they
are ignorant of what they are doing to
their loved ones, and the money earned at
such a great price helps them to exist.
But why should we, who are not igno-
rant of this great wrong allow these

things? Why, now that our eyes are open,
do we not keep these little children from
battling with Life so early; why do we not
see that, when at the proper age, they
stand at the threshold of the world of
strife, they are equipped, not' only physi-
cally, but mentally and morally to cope
with temptations? And they can only
do this if they are surrounded and pro-
tected by their memories of parental so-
licitude and guidance and the recollections
of a care-free Childhood as a foundation.
Tf their parents cannot do this for them,
let us make laws that will at least keep
them from working at such a youthful age
as ten years. ILet us make the voice of
Childhood exuberant and happy and full
of spirit as it should be. And if we don’t
do this for the childrens’ sake and for
their futures, let us do it for ourselves, for

What would the world be to us,
Tf the children were no more?
We would dread the desert behind us
Worse than the darkness before.

TuE IxpustriAL TrAINING oF THE Bov.
By Prof. W. A. McKeever. Macmillan.

“For many ages,” says Professor Mec-
Keever in the preface of his new bhook,
“we attempted to build society upon the
hasis of a selected few superior individuals.
But now we are planning -a democracy of
the common man, and I for one have much
faith in the outcome of the issue. But in
order to reach this highly desirable goal we
must undertake a few very distinctive things
in the matter of training the young. (1)
All able-bodied hoys and girls must he
trained in at least one of the trunk-line
industries, and this discipline must be con-
sidered a part of the ordinary schooling;
(2) the industrial training must be re-
quired of all alike, not so much in thought
of making a living as in thought of the
higher purpose of making a life; (3) in the
carrying forward of the two foregoing pur-
poses the work and industry assigned to the
growing voung will be emphasized more as
a means of building up their characters,
and less in respect to the mere money-
earning results. Self-support, or the ability
to make a living, may be regarded as a
necessary and happy incident of every force-
ful, rightly developed personality.”
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Among those who have already signified
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DELEGATES TO MEMPHIS CONFERENCE

their intention to go to Memphis are:

Cyrus L. Sulzberger, New York.
Lee K. Frankel, New York.
Morris D. Waldman, New York.
David M. Bressler, New York.

J. J. Dukas, New York.

Belle Lindner Israels, New York.
Dr. L. N. Adler, New York.

Rev. Sidney . Goldstein, New York.

Falk Younker, New York.
Max Abelman, Brooklyn.

Max Herzberg, Philadelphia.
J. P. Allman, Philadelphia.
Jacob Gimbel, Philadelphia.
Milton Herold, Philadelphia.
Eli K. Selig, Philadelphia.
Louis Wolf, Philadelphia.
Mrs. Solomon Selig, Philadelphia.
Martha Silverman, Boston.
Louis H. Levin, Baltimore.
Max Carton, Baltimore.
Milton Reizenstein, Baltimore.
Solomon Baroway, Baltimore.
Sadie Caplan, Baltimore.
Aaron Cohen, Pittsburgh.
Charles I. Cooper, Pittsburgh.
Bertram Benedict, Pittsburgh.
Charles Eisenman, Cleveland.
A. S. Newman, Cleveland.
Walter L. Solomon, Cleveland.
S. Goldhamer, Cleveland.
Minnie F. Low, Chicago.
Frances Taussig, Chicago.
Jennie T. Purvin, Chicago.
Mrs. Joseph Fish, Chicago.
Mrs. Samuel Hofman, Chicago.
Jacob M. Loeb, Chicago.
Philip 1. Seman, Chicago.
Mrs. Julius Stone, Chicago.

O. G. Finkelstein, Chicago.
Virginia Frank, Chicago.
Irene Schwartzman, Chicago.
Hannah Shulman, Chicago.
Sarah Blumenthal, Chicago.
Irma Sachen, Chicago.

C. W. Graves, Chicago.

Mary A. Lanser, Chicago.
Jennie Mandel, Chicago.
Ethel Davis, Chicago.

Carrie Younker, Chicago.
Reba Shaeffer, Chicago.

Albert Graner, Chicago.

Irene Kawin, Chicago.

Marian Shaffner, Chicago.
Mrs. Moses L. Purvin, Chicago.
Boris D. Bogen, Cincinnati.
Maurice B. Hexter, Cincinnati.
Ferd M. Butzel, Detroit.
Blanche J. Hart, Detroit.
Charles Strull, Louisville.
Bernard Greensfelder, St. Louis.
Oscar Leonard, St. Louis.
Maurice Weil, St. Louis.
Julius Goldman, New Orleans.
Leon Volmer, New Orleans.
Mrs. Sidney L. Nusbaum, Norfolk.
Mrs. N. L. Rosenberg, Norfolk.
Mrs. David Blaustein, Norfolk.
Henry IZ. Hess, Mobile.
Solomon IL. Kory, Vicksburg.

Jacob L. Billikopf, Kansas City.
R. A. Sonn, Atlanta.

Mrs. R. A. Sonn, Atlanta.
Emanuel Sternheim, Greenville.
Maurice Epstein, Galveston.

G. A. Berlinsky, Denver.

C. A. Spivak, Denver.

Dr. Moses Collins, Denver.

Ray 8. David, Denver.

N. N. Goodman, Milwaukee.
Sophia Hirsch, $t. Joseph.
Morris Newman, Toledo.

Memphis Delegates

Mr. D. Sternberg,
Mr. Elias Gates,

Mr. Chas. J. Haase,
Mr. I. D. Block,

Mr. R. Bernhold,
Rabbi W. H. Fineschriber,
Dr. Max Samfield,
Mr. Simon Jacobs,
Mr. M. H. Mayor,
Mr. Abe Goodman,
Mr. Jacob Marks,
Mr. H. Bensdorf,

Mr. Joseph Fader,
Mr. Elias Lowenstein,

Mr. E. Alperin,
Mr. S. L. Lee,

Mr. Robert Cohn,
Mr. J. Newburger,

Mr. L. G. Pape,

Mr. Albert Dreyfus,

Mr. Otto Metzger,

Mr. S. Burchart,

Mr. Israel Peres,

Mr. B. W. Hirsh,

Mr. Samuel Hirsch,

Mr. Leon Sternberger,
Mr. George Ellman,

Mr. Simon Levi.

Miss Celia Gassen,

Mrs. Henrietta Levy,
Mrs. Joseph Rosenfield,
Mrs. H. C. Oppenheimer,
Mrs. Herman Bluthenthal,
Mrs. S. L. Lee,

Mrs. Alexander Block,
Mrs. A. G. Jacobs,

Mrs. Solomon Coleman,
Mrs. R. Sondheimer,
Mrs. Sallie Ashner,
Mrs. Isaac Mook,

Mrs. S. Hammer,

Mrs. Harry Lewis,

Mrs. Leon Sternberger,
Mrs. Max Dinkelspeil,
Mrs. W. H. Fineschriber,
Mrs. Max Samfield,
Mrs. Samuel Slager,
‘Mrs. Sophie Ginsburger,
Mrs. Hattie Brooks,
Mrs. Lena Folz,

Mrs. Hirsh Morris,

Mrs. L. G. Pape.
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