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


 


 



 



 


 



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 




 





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






 
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






 




 



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GDP and Demographics 

Sources: OECD, US Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA)                      Sources: OECD, BEA, Economic-Charts.com 

Sources: US Census Bureau, BEA                                     Sources: Washington State Office of Financial Management (OFM), UN World Population Prospects 

Source: OECD                                        Sources: OECD, US Census Bureau 
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Educational Enrollment and Attainment Data 

        Source: OECD 

Source: OECD                          Source: OECD 
       

1. PISA data were not available for the UK                       1. TIMSS and PIRLS data were not available for Finland 
        Source: OECD                         Source: TIMSS and PIRLS Study Center, Boston College 

Start of compulsory education:
United States: Typically 6 or 7 

Washington: age 8 
Finland: age 7 

United Kingdom: age 5 
Notes: Age 8 is the maximum age for the beginning of 
compulsory education in Washington State. However, the 
majority of students in Washington begin school earlier at 
ages 5, 6, or 7. 
Enrollment figures for ages 4-5 in the UK include children in 
the equivalent of American public kindergarten classes and 
the first year of primary education. 
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*1. Starting in 2009, Washington will have a 5-week paid family 
leave that runs concurrently with the 12-week unpaid federal leave. 
2. Care leave in Finland can be taken from the time the parental 
leave period ends until the child is 3 years old.  This estimate 
assumes all other leaves are taken. 
Sources: OECD, EOI Online, Finland Ministry of Social Affairs and 
Health, Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) (UK) 

ECEC Overview

United States 
- No national system for early learning and care 
- Most school districts nationwide provide publicly-

funded half-day kindergarten for 5-year olds 
- Federally-funded Head Start programs provide care 

for disadvantaged 3- and 4-year olds 
- Additional offerings vary considerably by state and 

school district 

Washington 
- Provides childcare subsidies to low-income families 
- Early intervention services provided for 

developmentally delayed children birth to three and 
services for disabled children from the age of 3 

- Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program 
(ECEAP) provides care for disadvantaged 3- and 4-
year olds 

Finland 
- Universal right to care for children under school age 
- Option for private care allowance to pay for  

private care 
- Option for home care allowance and leave to care for 

children at home until the age of 3 
- Universal half-day preschool at age 6 (the year 

before primary school) 

United Kingdom 
- All 3- and 4-year olds eligible for 15 hours/week of 

free early education 
- Reception classes (equivalent to US kindergarten) 

publicly funded for 4-year-olds 
- Tax credits help parents with cost of childcare 
- Sure Start centers offer universal services to families 

in selected economically disadvantaged areas 

*1. Starting in 2009, Washington’s paid family leave will be
compensated at $250/week for 5 weeks 
2. United Kingdom data reflects the average weekly 
earnings of female employees. 
3. Benefits in Finland are means-tested; estimates are 
based on average female earnings. 
4. Finland data includes estimated compensation for 
maternity, paternity, parental, and care leaves. 
5. For simplicity, it is assumed that all of paternity 
compensation in Finland is at 70% of previous earnings. 
6. The estimated value of care leave in Finland is based 
on an average family size of 1.8 children; the means-
tested supplement was not included. 
Sources: OECD, EOI Online, Finland Ministry of Health 
and Social Affairs, CAB (UK), ILO 

Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) Provision 

Family Policy Overview

United States 
- 12 weeks of unpaid family and medical leave  

Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA) 

Washington 
- 5 weeks of paid family leave to run concurrent with 

FMLA - beginning in October 2009. 

Finland 
- Extensive paid maternity, paternity, and  

parental leaves 
- Care leave to care for their child at home until age 3 
- Partial care leave to provide reduction in  

working hours 
- Temporary sick leave to care for ill children 
- Maternity grant for birth 
- Child allowances paid for children under age 17 

United Kingdom 
- Extensive paid maternity leave, as well as paid 

paternal and unpaid parental leave 
- Some qualify for tax credits to compensate for costs of 

raising children and childcare 
- Child benefits paid to parents of children under 16 or 

under 20 and still in school
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ECEC Cost and Funding Comparisons 

Source: OECD, published in 2006 Sources: NACCRRA, US Census, Daycare Trust, UK Parliament, ILO, UK Office for National 
Statistics 

Source: NACCRRA, US Census, Daycare Trust, UK Parliament,                                        1. Private contributions consist of parent and employer fees 
                         ILO, UK Office for National Statistics. For notes on graph see bottom of next page                 Source: OECD, published in 2006        

1. Pre-primary education (3+) is also known as ISCED Level 0. Source: OECD                 Source: OECD    
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ECEC Workforce 

Notes from graph ʻAverage Annual Costs of Childcare Paid by Parents (USD - 2005)ʼ from previous page 

Children Per Staff Member
Center-Based Care (2004) 
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1. United States ratios vary widely by region; values are 
estimates taken from given ranges. 
2. Country data was published by OECD in 2006. 
3. Washington data was published by the Department of 
Social and Health Services in 2004. 
Sources: OECD, Washington State Department of Social 
and Health Services (DSHS) 

Required training:

United States/Washington
- Workers in licensed family care and childcare centers 

minimal training requirements 
- Head Start and Early Head Start teachers –  

half must have Associateʼs degrees (2 years) 
- Public school kindergarten teachers – must have 

teaching certificate or Masterʼs degree. 

Finland 
- Preschool teachers (equivalent of US kindergarten 

teacher) –university degrees 
- Kindergarten teachers (1/3 of staff in childcare centers, 

equivalent of US childcare center teacher) –  
Bachelorʼs degrees 

- Childrenʼs nurses – 3-year secondary  
vocational training 

- Family care minders – vocational qualification 
recommended 

United Kingdom 
- Nursery school teachers – university degree (this 

requirement is not always met in practice) 
- Nursery staff – half must have Level 3 (professional)  

vocational training 
- Heads and supervisors of group-based programs – 

Level 3 or higher 

1. Categories did not match perfectly across countries. 
2. The closest thing to a kindergarten teacher in the UK 
was a primary/nursery teaching professional. 
3. A kindergarten teacher in Finland works in a childcare 
center; preschool is the Finnish equivalent of kindergarten
in the US. 
Sources: BLS, Finland Ministry of Social Affairs and 
Health, UK Office of National Statistics, ILO 

1. US costs come from the weighted average of all 50 states. 
2. UK data comes from an estimated parental contribution of 75% of the averaged total costs of nursery and family care. 
3. UK data is weekly data extrapolated out to an annual figure without provisions for summer care. 
4. Finnish parents pay on a sliding scale based on income with a maximum payment of EUR 200/month.  This data is based on an 
estimated average cost of EUR 100/month extrapolated over the course of a year without provisions for summer care.  There is some
indication that Finnish parents may only pay for 11 of the 12 months.  

1. Categories did not match perfectly across countries. 
Sources: Gardner (2006); UK Office of National Statistics 
(2006); and Labor Market and Economic Analysis Branch. 
(2005). Occupational employment and wage estimates: 
Washington State and sub-state areas. Olympia, WA: 
Employment Security Department
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










 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


























   
   
   
   



  




  

   
   









































   



















































  

 







































































































































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


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


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
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
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
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



























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

















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





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















 






















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



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
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
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































































































       


 




































 




















 







 




  

























       





























































   



  


 



























 




   

  
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














 











































 

















 


   
   
   
















   













   










 


























 

  





   

























 

  


  






















































































  


















   












  











































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




























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
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







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














     








































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



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
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
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








  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 












































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



 






 






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















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























   




 
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




 
































  


 


 









































 












  




































 





























   






 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
























































  
























 


























  

 

 







 

























  

  


 

































  

































  


 

















































  


       




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


















































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  
  
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


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






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




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
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









 







 
 

 








































































 


 




 


















































 


 




 










































































   


 


































































   


 





































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









 




































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
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
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















 



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









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





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
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







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









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

























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





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































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