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EXPORT OF REVOLUTION: ' 

COMMUNIST REALITY OR CAPITALIST SLANDER? 

Massive Sovie t  and Cuban p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  Angolan c i v i l  w a r  has 
r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  v i c t o r y  and diplomatic recogni t ion  of  t h e  MPLA govern- 
ment (Popular Movement f o r  Libera t ion  of Angola). A s  a consequence, 
U.S. government o f f i c i a l s  as w e l l  as Kremlin-watching a n a l y s t s  and 
r e p o r t e r s  have revived t h e  long-dormant i s s u e  of  communist expor t  of 
revolut ion.1 

I n  November of 1975, then Secre ta ry  of State Henry Kissinger  complained 
about t h e  Soviet-Cuban i n t e r v e n t i o n , s a y i n g  t h a t  it w a s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  re- 
conc i l e  t h i s  with t h e  U.S.-Soviet Declarat ion of  B a s i c  P r i n c i p l e s  of 
Mutual Relat ions s igned i n  1972  and t h a t  "we w i l l  never permit de t en te  
t o  tu rn  i n t o  a subterfuge of  u n i l a t e r a l  advantage."2 

When D r .  Kiss inger  attempted t o  raise t h e  s u b j e c t  of Angolan interven-  
t i o n  during t h e  1976  SALT nego t i a t ions  with t h e  Sovie t  l eaders , '  how- 
eve r ,  they apparent ly  shrugged o f f  any l inkage  between t h e  t w o  t op ic s .  
Moreover, i n  a s t rong  personal  a t t a c k  on t h e  Secretary.  t he  o f f i c i a l  
newspaper of  the Communist Par ty  of t h e  Sovie t  Union ( C P S U ) ,  Pravda, 
questioned h i s  l o g i c  and sharp ly  denied any Sovie t  expans ionis t  a i m s  
i n  Angola while admit t ing t o  t h e i r  f u l l  support  f o r  t h e  na t iona l -  
l i b e r a t i o n  revolu t ion  there .  

There are p resen t  i n  Angola s e v e r a l  hundred Sovie t  m i l i t a r y  advisors  
and a Sovie t  a i r - l i f t e d  Cuban army of  more than 15,000, a l l  equipped 
with Soviet-made s o p h i s t i c a t e d  weapons. Many m i l i t a r y  advisors  were 
a l s o  s e n t  by t h e  German Democratic Republic along w i t h  addi-nalmili-  
t a r y  and economic he lp  from o t h e r  communist-controlled count r ies .  

lSee David Binder 's  well-documented a r t ic le ,  "Kissinger Believes C'uba 
Exports Revolution Again, I' New -- York T i m e s ,  February 5, 1 9  76. 

2See -- New York T i m e s ,  November 26 ,  1975 and Washington P o s t ,  January 2 2 ,  
1976.  

3See Pravda, February 1, 1976.  

NOTE: Nothing w r i t t e n  he re / . i s  :to be construed as necessa r i ly  reflect- 
i n g  the  v i e w s  of t h e  Heri tage Foundation or as an at tempt  t o  a i d  or  
h inder  t h e  passage of  any b i l l  before  'Congress. 
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The conclusion f r o m  such gross  evidence must be made t h a t ,  as i n  many 
other in s t ances ,  w e  and t h e  Sovie t  Union are faced  w i t h  a s e r i o u s  se- 
mantic misunderstanding of  t h e  terms " in t e rven t ion"  and ".expansion. "4  

I f  w e  c o n s u l t  any communist source,  w e  f i n d  t h a t  expor t  of  revolu t ion  
as a concept o r  communist p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  an e f f o r t  of  t h e  kind i s  
simply denied. For in s t ance ,  i n  a 1974 in te rv iew given by F i d e l  
Castro with t h e  American r e p o r t e r s ,  Frank Mankiewicz and Kirby Jones,  
Castro responded t o  charges t h a t  Cuba expor t s  revolu t ion  t o  a t h e r  
count r ies .  Profess ing  notyzto know what w a s  meant by "export  of revo- 
l u t i o n ,  I' Castro answered with these  r h e t o r i c a l  questions.':: 

' D o  w e  sympathize with r evo lu t iona r i e s?  Y e s ,  w e  do. Have 
w e  a ided revolut ionarLes as much as w e  have been ab le?  Y e s ,  
w e  have. ' 

When asked under what condi t ions  he would support  o t h e r  r evo lu t iona r i e s ,  
Castro answered : 

'.It is  e s s e n t i a l  that they be f igh t ing .  I f  they are n o t ,  
then w e  don ' t .  When they do f i g h t ,  w e  back them. '5  

Cas t ro ' s  d e n i a l  of communist expor t  of revolu t ion  coupled with frank 
admission of  ' support ing r evo lu t iona i r e s '  engaged i n  a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t  
s t r u g g l e  i s ,  of course,  s o l i d l y  backed by a u t h o r i t a t i v e  Sovie t  spokes- 
men. They base t h e i r  argument on Lenin's  teachings formulated soon 
after t h e  October Revolution. To our  way of th inking ,  t h i s  d e n i a l  
sounds l i k e  a play on words, b u t  subsequent communist a c t i o n s  do n o t  
cor robora te  t h i s .  

For in s t ance ,  a prominent CPSU apparatchik G. A. Arbatov, Chief of t h e  
I n s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  Study of t h e  USA, uses a subtle semantic d i s t i n c t i o n  
between t h e  words "export" and "support." A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  he d is -  
claims any communist r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  " i n s t i g a t i n g "  (podtalkivaniye)  
revolu t ions  throughout t h e  world by armed force.  

The problem oz forms and ways of a s s i s t a n c e  by t h e  v i c t o r i -  
ous working class t o  the  revolu t ion  i n  o t h e r  coun t r i e s  i s  
t h e  fundamental problem of  any soc i l i s t  s ta te 's  pol icy ,  t h e  
b a s i c  problem o f  p r o l e t a r i a n  internat ional ism.6 

The working c l a s s ' s r evo lu t iona ry  success i n  any country where it has 
conquered power, and even b u i l t  a new s o c i e t y ,  i s  n o t  an end i n  it- 
s e l f .  
as def ined by V. I. Lenin c o n s i s t s  i n  

The p r o l e t a r i a t ' s  h i s t o r i c a l  mission and i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t  duty 

4See Jeremiah O'Leary, "10,000 Cubans F igh t ,  Advise i n  8 African 
Nations," Washington Star ,  January 2 2 ,  1976,  p. 3. 

5See AIM - REPORT, January 1975, p. 5, ad i n  t h e  Washington Star ,  
March 2, 1975. 

6G. Arbatov, Ideologica l  S t ruggle  i n  Contemporary I n t e r n a t i o n a l  - R e l a -  
t i o n s  ( i n  Russian) ,  Moscow, 1970 ,  285. 
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7 
doing t h e  m a x i m u m  achievable  . i n  one country - f o r  t h e  develop- 
ment, support  and s t i r r i n g  up of r evo lu t ion  -- i n  . a l l  coun t r i e s ,  

The Communists may reject t h e  theory of " i n s t i g a t i o n  of  r evo lu t ion  a t  
bayonet po in t"  .( to use Lenin's  expression)  i n  a country where ob jec t ive  
and sub jec t ive  p r e r e q u i s i t e s ,  or  ''a revolu t ionary  s i t u a t i o n "  ( i n  Marx- 
i s t - L e n i n i s t  terminology) are absent.  Communist l o g i c  never the less  
r equ i r e s  rendering a l l  conceivable a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  revolu t ionary  
fo rces  wherever they are a l ready  engaged i n  s t rugg le .  

This a s s i s t a n c e  and support  are openly admitted i n  numerous Sov ie t  
wr i t i ngs .  A s  one author  states: 

Since the  f i r s t  days of i t s  ex i s t ence  t h e  Sovie t  Union has  
been rendering a l l  conceivable a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  revolu- 
t i ona ry  fo rces  of t h e  e n t i r e  world. The c h a r a c t e r  and 'i . 
fbrms of t h i s  a s s i s t a n c e  depend upon many condi t ions  . 8  

The Communist support  of  revolu t ion ,  he states f u r t h e r ,  under certain 
circumstances inc ludes  m i l i t a r y  a s s i s t a n c e ,  

whose cha rac t e r  and forms depend upon t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
s i t u a t i o n .  Imperialism's aggressive pol icy ,  i t s  armed at-  
tack on a soc ia l i s t  country or on a country which has won 
na t iona l  independence may r equ i r e  armed r e s i s t ance .  I n  
t h a t  case the  quest ion may arise of  rendering m i l i t a r y  as- 
s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  vict ims o f  i m p e r i a l i s t  'aggression. 9 

H e  l ists Sovie t  m i l i t a r y  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  such "victims" as Spain,  during 
t h e  C i v i l  War; t h e  people ' s  democratic coun t r i e s  i n  Cent ra l  and Eastern 
Europe; t h e  cornmulist r evo lu t ion  i n  China; African peoples: Arab states; 
Cuba; and "espec ia l ly  t o  t h e  people of Vietnam, victims of c r imina l  
aggression of American imperialism. tlJ-O 

Secre ta ry  General Brezhnev i s  quoted as descr ib ing  Sovie t  a s s i s t a n c e  
t o  peoples s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and economic 
l i b e r a t i o n  as an i n t r i n s i c  component of  t h e  U.S.S .R. ' s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t  
duty : 

!During t h e  f i r s t  yea r s  of  Sovie t  Russia 's  ex i s t ence ,  h e r  
in f luence  on t h e  course of  world events  w a s  determined .-. 
mainly by t h e  force  of h e r  revolu t ionary  example. A s  t h e  
Sovie t  Union's economic and p o l i t i c a l  power grew, n o t  only 
t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  of ou r  example increased b u t  also p o l i t i c a l ,  

. .  
- <  

7LIbi.dem. (emphasis 'in o r i g i n a l )  .' 
8V,. -__ N.-.Y$go.rov __----__ J .  . Peaceful -Co-exiske-nce -- and.  - thg Revolutionary Process 
(cn--Ru-ssian), Moscow, 1971,  p. 1 1 0 .  

. .  
. .  

. - . _ _  _ _  - .  - - - - .  .__ G . -'- - -  - - . -  - - . - .  _ -  - -  _ .  . -. 

. L  

91bidem. 

1 0  Ibidem. 
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economic as w e l l  as m i l i t a r y  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  peoples engaged 
i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  with imperialism. ''l1 

This Brezhnev speech acknowledging communist support  of revo.1-ution on 
a g loba l  scale w a s  made before  the  o f f i c i a l  inaugurat ion of t h e  de t en te  
pol icy ,  which, as f a r  as U.S.-U.S.S.R. r e l a t i o n s  are concerned, has 
been incorporated i n t o  s e v e r a l  documents, e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  Declarat ion 
of B a s i c  P r i n c i p l e s  of Mutual Rela t ions  s igned i n  May 1972  i n  Moscow. 
It has been clear s i n c e  t h e  Yom Kippur War t h a t  t h e  Sovie t  Union i n  no 
way i n t e r p r e t s  t hese  documents--contrary t o  widespread opinion i n  t h e  
U.S.--as p r o h i b i t i n g  o r  even r e s t r i c t i n g  i t s  g loba l  promotion (not  
"export ," of course)  of  t h e  revolu t ionary  process.  

I n  h i s  speech during the  CPSU Twenty-Fifth Congress, February 24 ,  1976,  
Brezhnev c l e a r l y  r e s t a t e d  t h e  communist pos i t ion :  

Some bourgeois p o l i t i c i a n s  a f f e c t  astonishment and make a 
f u s s  about t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  of Sovie t  communists and t h e  Sovie t  
people with t h e  s t r u g g l e s  of o t h e r  peoples f o r  freedom and 
progress.  This is  e i t h e r  naivety o r  most probably d e l i b e r a t e  
obfuscat ion.  For it i s  as c l e a r  as can be  t h a t  d e t e n t e  and 
peaceful  coexis tence relate t o  i n t e r s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s .  De- 
t e n t e  i n  no way resc inds ,  o r  can resc ind  or  a l t e r  t h e  l a w s  
of  the  class s t rugg le .  N o  one can count on communists, i n  
condi t ions  of  de t en te ,  r econc i l ing  themselves wi th  c a p i t a l -  
i s t  e x p l o i t a t i o n .  

Nor should t h e  Sovie t  (or Cuban, E a s t  German, Czechoslovak, etc.) sup- 
p o r t  of " the  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n "  s t r u g g l e  i n  former co lonies  be con- 
s ide red  as t h e  ch ie f  element i n  t h e i r  support  of  revolu t ion .  The 
revolu t ionary  process  now tak ing  p l ace  on a g loba l  scale i s  a multi- 
face ted  phenomenon and i s  by no means l i m i t e d  t o  communist m i l i t a r y  
a i d  t o  g u e r i l l a  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  A f r i c a ,  A s i a ,  and South America, however 
ex tens ive  it may be. The tendency t o  confuse revolu t ionary  a c t i v i t y  
with i t s  f i n a l ,  armed s t r u g g l e  s t a g e  has  r ecen t ly  been exposed by a 
l i f e - long  expe r t ,  General W i l l i a m  Yarborough: 

A l l  too o f t e n  American pol icy  makers are over ly  preoc- 
cupied with t h e  hardware and f i n i t e  t o o l s  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  
t rade .  That i s  t o  say,  psyschological ,  p o l i t i c a l  and 
economic warfare--the prime instrument . .  of  Sovie t  aggres- 
si.onz- seems of a n c i l l a r y  importance t o  many United States 
l eade r s .  Cuban fo rces  i n  Angola, having t r a n s l a t e d  t h e i r  
unremarkable m i l i t a r y  t a l e n t s  i n t o  a massive psychological 
o f f ens ive ,  next  moved i n t o  the 'c ivic  ac t ion '  phase of  
p o l i t i c a l  warfare.  Under t h e  banner of Marxism, Cuban 
forces became t h e  forward edge of t h e  medical, a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  
kducational and adminis t ra t ive  a s s i s t a n c e  the  Angolan 
economy needs so badly.12 

IlIbidem, p. 111. 

12See T r i a l  i n  Affica: - The F a i l u r e  of -- U.S. Policy (Washington: H e r i -  
t age  Foundation),  1976,  pp. 17-18. 
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This s a m e  au thor  also r i g h t l y  blames t h e  U.S. preoccupation wi th  m i l i -  
t a r y  hardware f o r  i t s  misreading of t h e  a c t u a l  Sovie t  motives for  pre- 
c i p i t a t i n g  t h e  so-cal led Cuban m i s s i l e  crisis i n  1 9 6 2 ,  namely t o  main- 
t a i n  C u b a  as a revolu t ionary  base. 

Af te r  t ak ing  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  poss ib l e  measure s h o r t  of a c t u a l  
w a r ,  United S t a t e s  expe r t s  innocent ly  accepted t h e  withdrawal 
of Soviet m i s s i l e s  from Cuba as the  v i c t o r y  they had sought. 
The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  missiles w e r e  gone b u t  t h a t  Cuba s t i l l  re- 
mained as a v i r u l e n t  and contagious p o i n t  of Soviet p o l i t i c a l  
and ps chological  aggression was seen as a l i t t l e  cause for  
alarm. 413 

This "innocence" reached i t s  peak i n  s ta tements  of  t h e  new U.S. ambas- 
sador t o  the  UN, Andrew Yo@+, who, t o  t h e  dismay of some S t a t e  Depart- 
ment o f f i c i a l s ,  s a w  i n  the  presence of Cuban "experts"  i n  Angola a 
con t r ibu t ion  t o  t h a t  count ry ' s  s t a b i l i t y .  I t  " s t a b i l i z e s , "  i n  fact ,  
t h e  Marxist-Leninist  con t ro l  over  Angola t o  t h e  g r e a t  detr iment  of 
American n a t i o n a l  i n t e re s t . 14  

The m i l i t a r y  a spec t  of t h e  communist "export  of revolu t ion"  should ob- 
v ious ly  no t  be exaggerated lest  w e  l o se  s i g h t  of i t s o t h e r ,  oZten more 
c r u c i a l  forms . World revolu t ion , .  -or t h e  world revolu t ionary  process 
as it is  usua l ly  c a l l e d  i n  thecommunxstsources, is a fus ion  of d i f -  
f e r e n t ,  o f t e n  heterogenous mass movements c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  t h e  con- 
temporary epoch. Twenty-six yea r s  ago t h e  CPSU Program, which i s  s t i l l  
i n  force, descr ibed this epoch as 

one of t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  cap i t a l i sm t o  socialism, of c o n f l i c t  
between the  two a n t a g o n i s t i c  s o c i a l  systems, of  social is t  
and na t iona l - l i be ra t ion  revolu t ions ,  of  c a p i t a l i s m ' s  de- 
s t r u c t i o n  and l i q u i d a t i o n  of the  c o l o n i a l  system. 

Thusi: t h e  world revolu t ionary  process can be roughly divided i n t o  t h r e e  
main sectors: confronta t ion  of t h e  two socioeconomic systems--so- 
c i a l i s t  and c a p i t a l i s t - - t h e  working class revolu t ionary  s t r u g g l e  wi th in  
t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  system, and t h e  na t iona l - l i be ra t ion  s t r u g g l e  i n  c o l o n i a l  
areas and developing count r ies .  

Conf l i c t  between t h e  t w o  systems is  regula ted  by t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of 
peaceful  coexistence.  While t h i s  concept inc ludes  l i m i t e d  in te rsys tem 
cooperation f o r  t h e  purpose of avoiding nuc lear  c o n f l i c t ,  

it n o t  only does n o t  .exclude class s t r u g g l e  and revolu t ion  
bu t  it a c t u a l l y  f a c i l i t a t e s  t h e i r  development.l5 

14Cuban " s t a b l i z i n g  inf luence"  i n  many Arab and African coun t r i e s  has  
been repor ted  by U.S. i n t e l l i g e n c e  f o r  s e v e r a l  years .  See New -- York 
T imes ,  November 30, 1975. 

15Fedoseyev, P.N., Dialectics of -- t h e  Contemporary E r a  ( i n  Russian) 
(MOSCOW), 1966 ,  pa 118. 
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Consequently, even the  peaceful  elements of economic cooperat ion and 
competit ion b-etween t h e  soc ia l i s t  and c a p i t a l i s t  system -:which inc lude  
fo re ign  trad&,;,-.,:.even :.the t r a n s f e r  of advanced technology, c r e d i t s  as 
w e l l  as agreements i n  t h e  f i e l d  of  arms c o n t r o l  are an inhe ren t  p a r t  
of  the  communist commitment t o  "promote, support  and st ir  up revolu- 
t i on"  i n  c a p i t a l i s t  and developing coun t r i e s  . 
On t h e  b a s i s  of  h i s  knowledge of  t h e  Western capitalist--whom he c a l l e d  
d isparagingly  blind-deaf mutes, Lenin predicte 'din 1 9 2 1  i n  a note  t o  
Foreign Commissar G. Chicherin: 

They w i l l  supply us with the  materials and technology which 
w e  l ack  and w i l l  r e s t o r e  our  m i l i t a r y  indus t ry ,  which w e  
need f o r  our  f u t u r e  v i c t o r i o u s  a t t a c k s  upon our  s u p p l i e r s .  
I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  w i l l  work hard  i n  o rde r  t o  prepare 
t h e i r  own su ic ides .  x 6  

I n  quot ing Lenin, M r .  Sulzberger,  t h e  New -- York T i m e s  foremost fore ign  
correspondent,  on ly  s t a t e d  t h e  obvious: 
c a l l e d  detente . .  .Lenin looks l i k e  a s tunningly accura te  seer." 

" .af ter  a decade of  what i s  

Actual ly ,  t h i s  quote i s  only an abridgement o f  Lenin's  no tes ,  which 
w e r e  published i n  1 9 6 2  by t h e  Munich I n s t i t u t e  f o r  the  Study of t h e  
U.S.S.R.17 Lenin expected t h e  Western c a p i t a l i s t ,  i n  t h e i r  rush t o '  
conquering Sovie t  markets, t o  supply t h e  Soviet Union with advanced 
technology of cr i t ical  importance i n  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  become t h e  first 
m i l i t a r y  power i n  the  world. 
which would enable the  Sovie t  Union t o  pay for  i t s  trade w i t h  t h e  West. 
Lenin predic ted  t h a t  t h e  Western c a p i t a l i s t s  would ,c lose  t h e i r  eyes 
t o  the r e a l i t y  of t h e  communist commitment t o  "world-wide support  of  
revolu t ion ,  'I dr iven  by t h e i r  " t h i r s t  f o r  p r o f i t s .  'I 'While h i s  observa- 
t i o n s  proved indeed prophet ic , ,he  could n o t  imagine i n  h i s  w i l d e s t  
dreams t h a t  by 1977  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  system's c r e d i t s  subs id iz ing  t h e  
bu i ld ing  of soc ia l i sm and communism i n  the  Sovie t  Union and o t h e r  
communist-controlled states would reach t h e  astronomical sum of near ly  
s i x t y  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  . 

H e  a l s o  expected t h e m  t o  " fu rn i sh  c r e d i t s "  

.. 

There i s  an underlying f a l l a c y  about E a s t - W e s t  t r a d e  heavi ly  subsidized,  
as it is, by Western c r e d i t s .  
fact  i s  t r a d e  pol icy  i n  many c a p i t a l i s t  count r ies - - tha t  t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s  
with t h e  communist p a r t n e r s  have a bene f i ca l  impact. I t  has been ar- 
gued t h a t  t h e  communists acqui re  a vested i n t e r e s t  i n  economic coopera- 
t i o n ,  thus  so f t en ing  t h e i r  i deo log ica l  antagonism. This "l inkage" of 

Sovie t  w i l l i ngness  t o  abandon i t s  support  of  revolu t ion  and h o s t i l i t y  
toward the  c a p i t a l i s t  system is  n o t  j u s t  an American fallacy. 
one of  i t s  g r e a t e s t  promoters w a s  D r .  Henry Kissinger ,  who d e s p i t e  a l l  
evidence t o  t h e  cont ra ry  clung t o  it u n t i l  t h e  very end of h i s  tenure  

I t  has been a widespread belief--and i n  

. Western a c c o m d a t i o n  i n  the  f i e l d  of t r a d e  and c r e d i t s  and expected 

However, 

16See C. L. Sulzberger,  " H o t  Detente o r  Cold War?" New -- York T i m e s ,  
February 1 6 ,  1977.  

l7See i t s  B u l l e t i n ,  May 1 9 6 2 ,  N o .  5, pp. 22-24. 
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as Secre ta ry  of S ta t e .  Even MOSCOW'S b l a t a n t  expor t  of r evo lu t ion  v i a  
C u b a  t o  Angola d i d  n o t  weaken h i s  hopes. For in s t ance ,  i n  a 1975 re- 
p o r t  t o  t h e  NATO Foreign Minis te rs  meeting i n  Brusse ls ,  he i n s i s t e d  
t h a t  

i n  t h e  middle and long range a l l  w i l l  be w e l l ,  because Sovie t  
18  economic d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i l l  f o rce  rlloscow t o  accept  de ten te .  

N o t  only has tr.ade and easy c r e d i t ' f a i l e d  t o  induce t h e  communist- 
c o n t r o l l e d  states t o  adopt a f r i e n d l i e r  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  
W e s t ,  b u t  t h i s  po l icy  could have aery damaging' consequences for  t h e  
c a p i t a l i s t  ( f r ee -en te rp r i se )  economy. This conclusion w a s  reached 
sepa ra t e ly  by t w o  r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  on t h e  Sovie t  bloc s ta te 's  indebted- 
ness  t o  the ~ e s t . 1 9  

Estimating Sovie t  indebtedness t o  t h e  West a t  ,eleven' b i l l - ion . .do l la rs  
i n .  1975, theL-f-frst s tudy argues t h a t  

it would appear s u i c i d a l  t o  subs id i ze  t h e  Sovie t  economy as 
long as it serves only t o  compensate f o r  t h e  d r a i n  on re- 
sources  caused by m i l i t a r y  expenditures.  20 

From the  Sovie t  p o i n t  of v i e w  t h e  author  observes 

Western cooperation w a s  n o t  only t o  serve  t o  make t h e  Sovie t  
economy-viable, it w a s  devised also as a s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  in- 
t e r n a l  reform, as ameansof  preserving t h e  e x i s t i n g  p o l i t i -  
cal s t a t u s  quo i n  the  area a n d . a s  a helping hand i n  t h e  
r e t e n t i o n  of p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  w i th in  t h e  r u l i n g  group. 21 

Professor  Portes' study d e a l s  w i t h  the  indebtedness of the  e n t i r e  
Sovie t  b loc ,  which he estimates a t  about Eorty ' .b i l l ion.-dol lars  p lus  an 
a d d i t i o n a l  twenty b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  loans  f o r  which no d e l i v e r i e s  of 
Western goods have y e t  been made. Poland alone owes Western c a p i t a l -  
is ts  about t e n  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  which by 1980 w i l l  have to  be "resched- 
uled,"  a banking term f o r  making new loans  t o  save o l d  ones from d e f a u l t .  

However, t he  conununist-controlled states need n o t  worry about t h e i r  
c r e d i t  rate. Por tes  argues: 

18See a r t ic le  by D r e w  Middleton, New York T i m e s ,  December 1 2 ,  1975, p. 7. I 

19See D r .  Alexander Wolynski, Western Economic Aid - _. t o  - t h e  USSR - - - - .  (Lon--..- -:- 

-- 
I 

I 
don: I n s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  Study of  C o n f l i c t ) ,  1976.  A l s o ,  an-as y e t  
unpublished s tudy f o r  Professor  Richard Por tes  of  London Universi ty  re- 
por ted  by Bernard D. Noss i te r  i n  "Threa t  t o  W e s t  Seen i n  Ris ing Soviet-  
B l o c  Debt," Washington Post ,  March 3 ,  1977,  p. 17 .  

20Wolynski, Western Economic Aid --- t o  t h e  USSR. 

I 
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I 
t h e  deb t  is  now so b i g  t h a t  it gives  t h e  borrower, n o t  t h e  
lender ,  the  leverage. The Soviet Union and the satell i tes 
can borrow without  f e a r ,  conf ident  t h a t  n e i t h e r  Western 
banks nor t h e  Western expor te rs  can e a s i l y  c u t  them of f .  
A c o l l a p s e  of loans  would damage some banks and a sudden 
loss of Eastern o rde r s  could h i t  some manufacturers.22 

The l inkage  method is a c t u a l l y  working i n  reverse:  communist world-wide 
support  of r evo lu t ion  is  f a c i l i t a t e d  by c a p i t a l i s t  t r a d e  and c r e d i t s .  

Written by Charles T. Barqch a t  t h e  
reques t  of The  Heritage Foundation 

22Nossiter, Washington - P o s t ,  March 3 ,  1977,  p. 1 7 .  


