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I n t r o d u c t i o n 

A s a s u b j e c t o f d i s c u s s i o n t h e 
mishpochoh, t h e J e w i s h f a m i l y , e v o k e s 
p o w e r f u l i m a g e s . G r a n d m o t h e r s g r o w 
n o s t a l g i c a n d m i s t y e y e d . C l e r g y m e n 
a c h i e v e h e i g h t s o f o r a t o r y . P e r h a p s f o r 
t h i s r e a s o n e v e n a t t e m p t s a t d i s p a s s i o n 
a t e a n a l y s i s t e n d t o b e p e p p e r e d wi th 
s u p e r l a t i v e s o f a d m i r a t i o n a n d p r a i s e . 
F r o m Bibl ica l t i m e s d o w n to t h e v i o l e n t 
d e s t r u c t i o n o f shtetl l i f e i n E a s t e r n 
E u r o p e , t h e t r a d i t i o n a l f ami ly is p o r 
t r a y e d a s t h e c o r n e r s t o n e a n d w e l l -
s p r i n g o f J e w i s h life a n d i d e n t i t y . F r o m 
t h e e a r l i e s t p e r i o d o f J e w i s h c o m m u n a l 
e x i s t e n c e , a c c o r d i n g to B r a v , t h e fami ly 
was 

the fundamental unit o f the social order. [It] 
determined right and wrong, made laws, ad
ministered justice and maintained divine wor
ship... . The father's authority over the child was 
almost absolute, and was but rarely abused. 
Strong family solidarity was a matter of course . 1 

I n S c h l e s i n g e r ' s s u r v e y o f n e a r l y t h r e e 
t h o u s a n d y e a r s o f J e w i s h f a m i l y l ife 
t h e r e is l i t t le i n d i c a t i o n o f a n y d e p a r t u r e 
f r o m t h e t r a d i t i o n a l p a t t e r n . 

T h e woman's place was in the home, that o f her 
father till she was married, then that of her 
husband as wife, mother and housekeeper . 2 

1 Stanley Brav, (ed.), Marriage and the Jewish 
Tradition, (New York: Philosophical Library, 1951), 
p. 88 . 

2 Ben Schlesinger, "The Jewish Family in Re
trospect," in his The Jewish Family: a survey and anno
tated bibliography, (Toronto: University o f Toronto 
Press, 1971), p. 5. 

W h i l e s o m e v a r i a t i o n s in t h i s p a t t e r n 
c o u l d b e f o u n d — t h e wi fe m i g h t p l a y t h e 
r o l e o f t h e b r e a d w i n n e r if h e r h u s b a n d 
fulfilled t h e ro l e o f o t h e r w o r l d l y s cho l a r— 
t h e p a t r i a r c h a l f ami ly h a s b e e n r e g a r d e d 
t h e d o m i n a n t i n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e J e w i s h 
c o m m u n i t y a n d the.sm<? qua non o f J e w i s h 
s u r v i v a l t h r o u g h t h e a g e s . As G l a s n e r 
e m p h a s i z e d , 

T h e h o m e is regarded as the basic religious 
institution, in which the individual is taught that 
he can find comple t ion of his personality, 
growth and highest personal fulfillment only in 
marriage and the continuation of the larger 
family.... In Judaism one finds that the central 
religious institution has always been the home, 
not the synagogue . 3 

A g a i n s t t h e r i c h t a p e s t r y o f t r a d i t i o n 
t h e so -ca l l ed m o d e r n J e w i s h f ami ly is 
d i a g n o s e d as " in t r o u b l e " . 4 T h e s o u r c e s 
o f t h e " t r o u b l e " a r e s e v e r a l : h i g h level o f 
s e c u l a r e d u c a t i o n a m o n g J e w s , o c c u p a 
t i o n a l m o b i l i t y a n d t h e a t t e n d a n t g e o 
g r a p h i c m o b i l i t y , a n d f a i t h i n 
p s y c h o t h e r a p y ( " Jews m a k e t h e m o s t ex 
t e n s i v e u s e o f i t . " 5 ) . T h e " t r o u b l e " wi th 

3 Samuel Glasner, "Family Religion as a Ma
trix of Personal Growth," in Marriage and Family 
Living, XXII (August 1961), p. 291. 

4 T h e entire issue (summer, 1972) of the journal, 
Jewish Heritage, was devoted to an examination of 
the modern Jewish family in America. T h e social 
scientists addressing themselves to the phenome
non in that journal were generally agreed upon the 
fact that, as one of them put it, the modern Jewish 
family in America is in d e e p trouble. Under the 
rubric of "trouble" were included: intermarriage, 
divorce, questioning of traditional male-female 
roles, the declining solidarity of the family unit, the 
growing individualism of family members. 

5 Marshall Sklare, America's Jews, (New York: 
Random House , 1971), p. 90 . 
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t he m o d e r n J e w i s h fami ly , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
o n w h a t S k l a r e h a s c a l l e d t h e " s u b u r b a n 
f r o n t i e r " , is s e e n a s b o t h t h e s y m p t o m as 
well as t h e c a u s e o f a n e v e r w e a k e n i n g 
s ense o f i d e n t i t y a n d c o m m u n i t y a m o n g 
A m e r i c a ' s J e w s . 

In the traditional Jewish society, the extended 
kinship group, together with the socially insu
lated Jewish town or neighborhood, formed a 
kind of circumscribed Jewish community in 
which face-to-face interaction unconsciously 
confirmed Jewish identity and expressed the 
Jewish way of life. . . . This kind of Jewish soci
ety no longer exists. One index of the fragmen
tation of the traditional bonds is the marked 
attenuation of social interaction in the familial 
g r o u p . 6 

T y p i c a l l y , t h e r e a c t i o n s t o th i s " t r o u b l e 
wi th t h e m o d e r n J e w i s h f a m i l y " h a v e 
r a n g e d f r o m e u l o g i e s f o r a n a b a n d o n e d 
t r a d i t i o n , s u c h as t h e w o r k o f B e n K a p 
l a n , t o p r o g r a m a t i c s u g g e s t i o n s a n d 
s t r a t e g i e s fo r r e c a p t u r i n g t h e s t r u c t u r e 
a n d sp i r i t o f t h e t r a d i t i o n a l J e w i s h fami ly 
a n d r e i n s t i t u t i n g it a t t h e c e n t e r - s t a g e o f 
J e w i s h c o m m u n a l l i f e . 7 I n all t h e d i a g 
n o s e s o f a n d r e m e d i e s f o r t h e " t r o u b l e " it 
is a s s u m e d t h a t J e w i s h c u l t u r a l su rv iva l is 
i n e x t r i c a b l y l i n k e d to t h e p e r s i s t e n c e o f a 
spec i f i c i n s t i t u t i o n a l f o r m : t h e t r a d i 
t i ona l ( p a t r i a r c h a l ) J e w i s h fami ly . 

T h e P r o b l e m 

T h e p r e v a i l i n g c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n o f 
t h e " t r o u b l e " w i t h t h e m o d e r n J e w i s h 
f ami ly is p r o b l e m a t i c f r o m two i m p o r 
t a n t p e r s p e c t i v e s : t h a t o f t h e d e f e n d e r s 
o f t h e t r a d i t i o n a n d t h a t o f social s c i e n c e . 
F r o m t h e p o i n t o f view of t h o s e w h o b e 
l ieve in t h e e v e r l a s t i n g c o n t i n u i t y o f 

6 Marshall Sklare, Jewish Identity on the Suburban 
Frontier, (New York: Basic Books, 1967), p. 251 

7 Ben Kaplan, The Jeiv and his Family, (Baton 
Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1967). 
For a programatic approach see Mervin F. Verbit, 
" C o n t e m p o r a r y J e w i s h I d e n t i t y and Fami ly 
Dynamics," in Jewish Heritage, 14:2 ( summer , 
1972). 

J e w i s h life a n d c u l t u r e it w o u l d b e p a 
t e n t l y c o n t r a d i c t o r y t o s u p p o s e t h a t a 
c h a n g e in a n y spec i f ic social i n s t i t u t i o n 
w o u l d spe l l t h e e n d o f a c u l t u r e a n d a 
p e o p l e w h o , d u r i n g t h e i r l o n g h i s t o r y , 
h a v e s u r e l y e n d u r e d t h e a l t e r a t i o n a n d 
e v e n d e s t r u c t i o n o f i n s t i t u t i o n s t h a t w e r e 
a t t h e t i m e c o n s i d e r e d vi tal t o c u l t u r a l 
s u r v i v a l . T h u s , a d e f e n d e r o f a n d b e 
l i eve r in t h e f a i th c a n n o t poss ib ly h a n g 
t h e d e s t i n y o f h i s p e o p l e o n t h e c o n 
t i n u i t y o f a spec i f ic socia l f o r m . F r o m t h e 
p o i n t o f view o f t h e social sc ien t i s t , t h e 
l i n k i n g o f c u l t u r a l a n d e t h n i c s u r v i v a l t o 
t h e s tabi l i ty o f a spec i f ic socia l i n s t i t u t i o n 
s h o u l d b e e q u a l l y p r o b l e m a t i c . A s P a r 
s o n s h a s p o i n t e d o u t , 

T w o formulas are commonly put forward as 
criteria of societal primitiveness. One is the 
overwhelming importance in all spheres o f ac
tion of religious and magical orientations to the 
world. T h e other is the prominence o f kinship 
relations; it is often said that kinship structures 
are a factor in practically all social organization 
in primitive systems. 8 

O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , a t h i g h e r levels o f 
soc ie ta l d e v e l o p m e n t , 

Culture, through documents and otherwise, 
can become relatively independent of particu
lar bearers' or member of a given society. 9 

I n p r a c t i c a l t e r m s w h a t t h e s e t h e o r e t i 
cal f o r m u l a t i o n s i m p l y is t h a t w h i l e t h e 
fami ly m a y , i n d e e d , h a v e b e e n a n all i m 
p o r t a n t i n s t i t u t i o n , i n s u r i n g t h e o r g a n i 
z a t i o n a l a n d c u l t u r a l p e r s i s t e n c e o f t h e 
J e w s as a p e o p l e t h r o u g h o u t t h e l o n g 
h i s t o r y o f its p r e - m o d e r n p a s t , u n d e r its 
p r e s e n t d a y c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h e f a m i l y 
m a y n o l o n g e r b e q u i t e as v i ta l f o r J e w i s h 
su rv iva l . P u t m o r e t e c h n i c a l l y , t h e J e w i s h 
fami ly , as all m o d e r n f ami l i e s , h a s b e 
c o m e a d i f f e r e n t i a t e d s u b - s y s t e m o f a 

8 Talcott Parsons, Societies: evolutionary and com
parative perspectives (Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-
Hall, 1966), p. 33 . 

9 Ibid., p. 115. 
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m o r e c o m p l e x J e w i s h socia l s y s t e m . As 
s u c h it fulfi l ls m o r e spec i f ic a n d l i m i t e d 
f u n c t i o n s t h a n it d i d in t h e p a s t ; h e n c e , 
its m e m b e r s a r e l ikely to e n g a g e in ac 
t iv i t ies ( e .g . w o m e n in c a r e e r s , d i v o r c e ) 
w h i c h by t h e t r a d i t i o n a l s t a n d a r d s a p 
p e a r t o b e d e v i a n t . H e n c e , t h e p o p u l a r 
soc io log ica l o p i n i o n t h a t J e w i s h s u r v i v a l 
is i n e v i t a b l y b o u n d to t h e c o n t i n u i t y o f 
t h e t r a d i t i o n a l f o r m o f t h e J e w i s h fami ly 
m u s t b e c r i t i ca l ly r e e v a l u a t e d . 

T h e a i m o f t h i s a r t i c l e is to p r e s e n t 
e m p i r i c a l d a t a w h i c h m i g h t s e r v e as t h e 
bas i s fo r s u c h c r i t i ca l r e e v a l u a t i o n , a n d 
w h i c h m i g h t m o v e t h e s t u d y o f t h e m o d 
e r n J e w i s h fami ly in A m e r i c a in h i t h e r t o 
u n e x p l o r e d d i r e c t i o n s . W h a t is p a r t i c u 
la r ly i m p o r t a n t a b o u t t h e d a t a t o b e p r e 
s e n t e d b e l o w is t h a t t h e y w e r e g a t h e r e d 
in a n O r t h o d o x J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y in 
B r o o k l y n , a c o m m u n i t y in w h i c h s t r ic t 
a d h e r e n c e to r e l i g i o u s be l i e f s a n d r i t u a l s 
is w i d e l y s h a r e d a n d s t r o n g l y e n f o r c e d . 1 0 

By t h e d e f i n i t i o n s o f m o s t o f its m e m 
b e r s , as wel l as o f o u t s i d e o b s e r v e r s , it 
w o u l d b e r e g a r d e d as a s t r o n g l y t r a d i 
t i o n a l J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y . T h e r e f o r e , a 
s t u d y o f its f ami ly p a t t e r n s is all t h e m o r e 
r e v e a l i n g o f t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n 
c u l t u r a l s u r v i v a l a n d t h e p e r s i s t e n c e o f 
t h e t r a d i t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e o f t h e J e w i s h 
f ami ly , o r t h e lack t h e r e o f . I t is t h e c o n 
t e n t i o n Of t h e p r e s e n t s t u d y t h a t t h e lack 
o f p e r s i s t e n c e o f t h e t r a d i t i o n a l f o r m h a s 
n o t e n d a n g e r e d J e w i s h c u l t u r a l s u r v i v a l . 
I n fact , it m a y s e r v e to i n s u r e it! 

T h e Data 

E v i d e n c e fo r t h i s o p t i m i s t i c p r o p o s i 
t i o n c o m e s f r o m t h e r e s u l t s o f a r e c e n t l y 
c o m p l e t e d s u r v e y o f B o r o P a r k 

1 0 For an in-depth study of the Boro Park com
munity see Egon Mayer, Modern Jewish Orthodoxy in 
Post-Modern America: a case study of the Jewish com
munity in Boro Park, (unpublished doctoral disserta
tion, Rutgers University, spring 1974). 

f a m i l i e s . " A s a m p l i n g f r a m e o f h o u s e 
h o l d s was c o n s t r u c t e d o n t h e bas is of 
t e l e p h o n e l i s t ings i n The Brooklyn Address 
Telephone Directory, a d i r e c t o r y in w h i c h 
s u b s c r i b e r s a r e l i s t ed by a d d r e s s f i rs t in
s t e a d o f t h e m o r e c o n v e n t i o n a l last n a m e 
f i rs t s y s t e m . A t o t a l o f t w o h u n d r e d list
i n g s w i t h J e w i s h s u r n a m e s w e r e s e l e c t e d 
in a s i m p l e r a n d o m p a t t e r n . I n t r o d u c 
t o r y l e t t e r s w e r e m a i l e d o u t t o t h e e n t i r e 
s a m p l e a n d , s u b s e q u e n t l y , t e l e p h o n e 
c o n t a c t s w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d in a n e f f o r t to 
se t u p i n t e r v i e w a p p o i n t m e n t s . I n t h e 
c o u r s e o f o u r e f f o r t s a t o t a l o f fifty-six 
(56) f ami l i e s w e r e i n t e r v i e w e d ; t h a t is, 
2 3 . 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e in i t i a l s a m p l e . T h e 
i n t e r v i e w s l a s t e d a n a v e r a g e o f o n e -
a n d - o n e - h a l f h o u r s , w i t h s o m e r u n n i n g 
as l o n g as t h r e e h o u r s a n d o t h e r s a s s h o r t 
as o n e - h a l f a n h o u r . I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e 
i n t e r v i e w s r e s p o n d e n t s a l so f i l led o u t a 
s t r u c t u r e d se t o f i t e m s to p r o v i d e u s w i t h 
bas ic b i o g r a p h i c a l d a t a . 

O u r p r i n c i p a l f i n d i n g was t h a t w h i l e 
t h e O r t h o d o x fami ly p a t t e r n s e e m s to 
h a v e c h a n g e d s ign i f i can t ly f r o m t h e e x 
p e c t e d t r a d i t i o n a l p a t t e r n , its bas ic val
u e s a r e b e i n g success fu l ly p e r p e t u a t e d 
by w h a t soc io log i s t s w o u l d call a f u n c 
t i o n a l a l t e r n a t i v e . 

L i v i n g in f ami l i e s c o n t i n u e s t o b e t h e 
n o r m in t h e O r t h o d o x c o m m u n i t y . O n l y 
t w o o f o u r r e s p o n d e n t s i n d i c a t e d l i v ing 
a l o n e a n d w i t h o u t r e l a t i ve s in t h e i m 
m e d i a t e n e i g h b o r h o o d . T w e n t y - e i g h t 
(50 p e r c e n t ) o f o u r r e s p o n d e n t s w e r e liv
i n g in c o n j u g a l u n i t s in t h e s a m e h o u s e 
h o l d , a n d i n d i c a t e d t h a t o t h e r r e l a t i ve s 
( i n - l a w s , g r a n d p a r e n t s , c o u s i n s , e t c . ) 
w e r e l i v ing in t h e i m m e d i a t e n e i g h b o r 
h o o d . I n fact , w h e n r e s p o n d e n t s w e r e 
a s k e d to i n d i c a t e w h o m o s t i n f l u e n c e d 
t h e i r m o v i n g to B o r o P a r k , 8 7 . 9 p e r c e n t 
r e f e r r e d t o p a r e n t s , c h i l d r e n , s p o u s e o r 
o t h e r r e l a t i v e s as t h e i r p r i m a r y m o t i v a 
t i o n f o r s e t t l i n g in t h e c o m m u n i t y . T h i s 

1 1 Further details o f the survey are discussed 
ibid., chap. 5 
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p a t t e r n was m o s t heav i ly e x h i b i t e d by 
t h o s e w h o m o v e d to t h e c o m m u n i t y in 
t h e m o s t r e c e n t y e a r s — t h e l a r g e l y f irs t 
g e n e r a t i o n a n d H a s s i d i c e l e m e n t s . T h i s 
e v i d e n c e w o u l d a p p e a r t o l e n d c r e d e n c e 
to P o l l ' s c h a r a t e r i z a t i o n o f t h e t r a d i 
t i ona l f ami ly . B u t t h e ways in w h i c h da i ly 
life is e x p e r i e n c e d i n m o s t o f t h e s e 
fami l ies d e v i a t e s c o n s i d e r a b l y f r o m t h e 
t r a d i t i o n a l p a t t e r n . T h i s is h a r d l y s u r 
p r i s i n g ; a f t e r all, w e a r e d e a l i n g h e r e 
wi th a m i d d l e - c l a s s g r o u p . 

I n t h e c o m m u n i t i e s o f E a s t e r n E u r o 
p e a n J e w r y , e spec i a l l y in t h e r u r a l shtetl, 
t h e f ami ly was b a s e d o n t w o m a j o r i n 
s t i t u t i o n s : p r o p e r t y a n d t h e d y n a s t i c 
m a r r i a g e . ' 2 T h e c o n c e p t of yikhus was a n 
i n t e g r a l p a r t o f t h i s s y s t e m : it was t h e 
s y m b o l i c r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f w h a t e a c h 
m e m b e r b r o u g h t i n t o t h e c o n j u g a l u n i t . 
T h e fami ly was t h e s t r u c t u r e in w h i c h 
yikhus w a s r e a l i z e d , d i s t r i b u t e d a n d p r o 
t e c t e d . T h e shiduch [ a r r a n g e d m a r r i a g e ] 
was t h e v e h i c l e t h r o u g h w h i c h yikhus w a s 
g u a r d e d a n d e n h a n c e d — o r , w h e r e m o 
bility w a s t h e o b j e c t i v e , a c q u i r e d . T h e 
g e n e r a l b r e a k u p o f w h a t Be l l h a s c a l l e d 
" f ami ly c a p i t a l i s m " h a s h a d its c o n s e 
q u e n c e s f o r t h e t r a d i t i o n a l O r t h o d o x 
family as wel l . 

P e r h a p s t h e m o s t f u n d a m e n t a l fact o f 
e v e r y d a y life in t h e m o d e r n O r t h o d o x 
h o u s e h o l d , a s i n d e e d in m o s t o t h e r 
m i d d l e - c l a s s h o u s e h o l d s a c r o s s t h e n a 
t ion , is t h a t t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e f ami ly 
a r e o u t o f t h e h o u s e d u r i n g t h e m a j o r 
p o r t i o n o f t h e d a y . F a t h e r s a r e a t w o r k , 
c h i l d r e n in s c h o o l , a n d in m a n y if n o t 
m o s t c a se s m o t h e r s t o o a r e e m p l o y e d 
o u t s i d e o f t h e h o u s e . I n t h e t e n m o s t 
d e n s e l y J e w i s h c e n s u s t r a c t s i n 1 9 7 0 
a b o u t 3 6 p e r c e n t o f w o m e n o v e r 16 y e a r s 
of a g e w e r e in t h e l a b o r f o r c e . T h i s f ig
u r e a p p e a r s t o b e c o n s i s t e n t w i t h a L a b o r 

1 2 D a n i e l Bel l , " T h e B r e a k u p o f Family 
Capitalism," in Peter I. Rose, The Study of Society, 
(New York: Random House , 1967), pp. 565-70. 

D e p a r t m e n t o b s e r v a t i o n t h a t , " I n fact , it 
is t h e m i d d l e - i n c o m e level t h a t r e v e a l s 
t h e l a r g e s t p r o p o r t i o n o f w o r k i n g 
w i v e s . " 1 3 

O n t h e bas is o f o u r i n t e r v i e w s w i t h a 
s a m p l e o f t h e J e w i s h f ami l i e s in B o r o 
P a r k ' s w e ' v e f o u n d t h a t , i n d e e d , w o m e n 
w h o s e c h i l d r e n h a v e m a t u r e d e n o u g h t o 
be e n r o l l e d in t h e yesh iva [day s c h o o l — 
which , by t h e way, t e n d s to k e e p c h i l d r e n 
for l o n g e r p e r i o d s o f t h e d a y t h a n t h e 
pub l i c schools ] a r e f r e q u e n t l y e m p l o y e d 
o u t s i d e o f t h e h o m e ; especia l ly in p a r t -
t i m e j o b s . A l t h o u g h n e w l y - w e d s p r e f e r t o 
h a v e c h i l d r e n as s o o n a f t e r m a r r i a g e as 
poss ible , t h e y o u n g wives we 've e n c o u n 
t e r e d all i n d i c a t e d a n i n t e n t i o n to "go b a c k 
to w o r k " j u s t as s o o n as t h e first ch i ld was 
o ld e n o u g h to b e e n r o l l e d in k i n d e r g a r t e n . 
Pa ren the t i ca l l y , th is a t t i t u d e t o w a r d w o r k 
in s o m e f o r m a l o c c u p a t i o n also r e f l ec t ed 
s o m e n o t i o n o f family p l a n n i n g , a g e n e r 
ally t a b o o e d s u b j e c t a m o n g O r t h o d o x 
J e w s . W h i l e t h e sub jec t is t a b o o a n d it is 
g e n e r a l l y a s s u m e d t h a t O r t h o d o x J e w s d o 
n o t p rac t i ce b i r t h c o n t r o l (with art if icial 
m e a n s ) we h a v e f o u n d on ly o n e o r t w o 
i n s t a n c e s in w h i c h t h e w o m a n o f t h e 
h o u s e h o l d c o n s i d e r e d h e r s e l f fulfil led as a 
c a r e e r hausfrau a n d h a d n o i n t e n t i o n s o f 
b e i n g e m p l o y e d o u t s i d e o f c a r i n g for h e r 
f a m i l y . I n t e r e s t i n g l y , b o t h w o m e n — 
t h o u g h y o u n g a n d ' m o d e r n ' in m a n y r e 
spec t s — w e r e f o r e i g n - b o r n . T h e m o r e 
f r e q u e n t p a t t e r n a m o n g t h e newly w e d 
O r t h o d o x w o m e n is t h a t t h e y t e n d to l ook 

1 3 T h e New York Times , Encyclopedic Almanac 
1971, (New York: T h e N e w York T i m e s Co. , 
1970), p. 399. Further evidence of this pattern 
among Orthodox Jews may be seen in the work of 
Israel R u b i n , Satmar: An Island In The City, 
(Chicago: Quadrangle Press, 1972), especially p. 
125 where Rubin shows that 52% of the Hassidic 
women whose youngest children were six years or 
older were employed outside o f the home. While 
women in traditional families may have worked in 
previous times they did so out o f economic neces
sity. T h e significance of modern Orthodox women 
working outside of the h o m e is that they most often 
do so out o f choice not out o f necessity. 
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u p o n t h e w o r l d of w o r k as s o m e t h i n g to g o 
b a c k to . T h i s is h a r d l y s u r p r i s i n g in l ight o f 
t h e level o f e d u c a t i o n t h a t nea r ly all o f 
t h e m h a v e a c h i e v e d , a n d t h e fact t h a t m o s t 
o f t h e m d o w o r k r i g h t u p to t h e t i m e t h a t 
t h e y h a v e t h e i r first ch i ld . T h u s , SES a n d 
t h e n a t u r e o f w o r k in c o n t e m p o r a r y 
A m e r i c a n society h a v e h a d a s ignif icant 
i m p a c t o n t h e i d e a o f t h e family e v e n 
a m o n g O r t h o d o x J e w s . Specifically, family 
c o h e s i o n a n d family s t a tus [yikhus] h a v e 
b e e n d i s r u p t e d by t h e p r e v a i l i n g c o n d i 
t i ons o f e c o n o m i c surv iva l a n d a c h i e v e d 
s t a tus . 

T o b e s u r e , a m o n g t h e f irs t g e n e r a 
t i o n , f ami ly c o n n e c t i o n s still p l ay a n a p 
p r e c i a b l e r o l e i n o r g a n i z i n g b u s i n e s s 
v e n t u r e s a n d f i n d i n g j o b s fo r v a r i o u s r e 
l a t i o n s s h o u l d t h e n e e d a r i s e . T h i s is p a r 
t i cu l a r l y t r u e f o r m a l e s . B u t f irs t g e n e r a 
t i o n f e m a l e s a r e a l s o f r e q u e n t l y a b 
s o r b e d i n t o t h e e c o n o m y t h r o u g h fami l 
ial c o n n e c t i o n . E x a m p l e s s u c h as M r s . F . 
w h o f o r m a n y y e a r s w a s a b o o k k e e p e r in 
h e r c o u s i n ' s s m a l l j e w e l r y m a n u f a c t u r 
i n g c o m p a n y , o r M r s . M . w h o m a n a g e s 
h e r s o n ' s i m p o r t - e x p o r t a g e n c y a r e n o t 
a t all u n c o m m o n . F o r t h e s e c o n d g e n e r a 
t i o n , h o w e v e r , s u c h c a r e e r p a t t e r n s a r e 
t h e e x c e p t i o n n o t t h e n o r m . C a r e e r s 
b a s e d o n t a l e n t a n d e d u c a t i o n , t h e p r o 
f e s s i o n s , s e e m t o b e t h e p r e f e r e d av
e n u e s o f e n t r a n c e i n t o t h e e c o n o m y . 1 4 

E v e n in t h e few i n s t a n c e s we 've f o u n d o f 
s o n s g o i n g i n t o t h e i r f a t h e r ' s b u s i n e s s , 
t h e s o n s e n t e r e d w i t h f o r m a l c r e d e n t i a l s 
(i .e. c o l l e g e d i p l o m a s ) . I n o n e i n s t a n c e 
we f o u n d a s o n w h o was p a r t n e r in his 

1 4 T h e pattern o f the second generation in the 
Boro Park community should be contrasted with 
the observations of Judith Kramer and Seymour 
Leventman, "members of the second generation ... 
continued to be located in the same area of the 
economy as their fathers ... wholesale distribution, 
light manufacturing, trucking, real estate, con
struction and investments... ." cf. Children of the 
Gilded Ghetto, (New Haven: Yale University Press, 
1961), p. 52 . 

f a t h e r ' s b u s i n e s s , b u t o n l y a f t e r h e h a s 
e a r n e d a n M B A d e g r e e . T h u s , w h i l e t h e 
f ami ly c o n t i n u e s to p l a y a n i m p o r t a n t 
r o l e in t h e e m o t i o n a l life o f t h e c o m m u 
n i ty — p a r t i c u l a r l y o n t h e S a b b a t h a n d 
h o l i d a y s — i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e 
e c o n o m i c life a n d c o n d i t i o n s o f social 
s t a t u s h a s b e e n s e r i o u s l y c i r c u m s c r i b e d . 

C o r r e s p o n d i n g l y , t h e f u n c t i o n o f t h e 
shiduch [ a r r a n g e d m a r r i a g e ] h a s a l s o 
c h a n g e d c o n s i d e r a b l y . W h i l e m a t c h m a k 
i n g is still a s e r i o u s p r o f e s s i o n in t h e O r 
t h o d o x c o m m u n i t y a n d p r a c t i c e d as a n 
a v o c a t i o n by n e a r l y e v e r y o n e e l se , t h e 
o b j e c t i v e s a r e q u i t e d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e 
t r a d i t i o n a l i n t e n t o f e n h a n c i n g o r p r o 
t e c t i n g yikhus. I n a c o m m u n i t y w h e r e 
c a s u a l e n c o u n t e r s b e t w e e n t h e s e x e s is 
c u r t a i l e d ( e s p e c i a l l y a m o n g t h e m o s t 
s t r i c t l y O r t h o d o x ) t h e shadchan 
[ m a t c h m a k e r ] s e r v e s p a r t l y as a s i m p l e 
g o - b e t w e e n n o t i f y i n g e l ig ib l e i n d i v i d u a l s 
o f e a c h o t h e r ' s a v a i l a b i l i t y . A l s o , t h e 
schadchan is u s e f u l fo r " c h e c k i n g o u t " 
t h a t t h e p a r t i e s a r e " s u i t e d t o e a c h 
o t h e r " . I n c o n t e m p o r a r y B o r o P a r k p a r 
l a n c e t h i s m e a n s t h a t t h e shadchan — 
w h e t h e r p r o f e s s i o n a l o r a m a t e u r — will 
i n f o r m b o t h p a r t i e s o f e a c h o t h e r ' s m o d 
e r n i t y a n d r e l i g i o u s n e s s . F o r e x a m p l e , 
will t h e y o u n g m a n r e q u i r e t h a t h i s wife 
w e a r asheitl [wig]? Wil l t h e y o u n g w o m a n 
e x p e c t t h a t h e r h u s b a n d c o n t i n u e l e a r n 
i n g i n kolel [ a d v a n c e d y e s h i v a ] a f t e r t h e i r 
m a r r i a g e ; a n d if so , w h a t will b e t h e i r 
m e a n s o f f i n a n c i a l s u p p o r t ? A n s w e r s to 
s u c h q u e s t i o n s i m p l y a g r e a t d e a l a b o u t 
t h e o v e r - a l l o r i e n t a t i o n s o f b o t h p a r t i e s 
a n d will d e t e r m i n e w h e t h e r t h e m a t c h 
will b e p u r s u e d . T h e a n s w e r s t o s u c h 
q u e s t i o n s a r e e spec i a l l y i m p o r t a n t be 
c a u s e in t e r m s o f o u t w a r d a p p e a r a n c e s it 
is al l t o o e a s y t o c o n f u s e t h e khnyak 
[ f a n a t i c a l l y r e l i g i o u s m a l e o r f e m a l e 
n a i v e t o al l w o r l d l y c o n c e r n s ] w i t h t h e 
ehrlach [ r e l i g i o u s l y c o m m i t t e d m a l e o r 
f e m a l e w h o s e c o m m i t m e n t is n o t b a s e d 
o n n a i v e t e e i t h e r i n r e l i g i o u s o r w o r l d l y 
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m a t t e r s ] . A n d it is s imi l a r ly e a s y t o c o n 
fuse t h e batlan [ y e s h i v a s t u d e n t m a l e w h o 
s p e n d s m o s t o f h i s t i m e in y e s h i v a b u t i n 
d a y d r e a m i n g r a t h e r t h a n i n s e r i o u s 
s t u d y ] w i t h t h e masmid [ s e r i o u s y e s h i v a 
s t u d e n t m a l e w h o s h o w s i n t e l l e c t u a l 
p r o m i s e i n b o t h r e l i g i o u s l e a r n i n g a n d 
a c a d e m i c m a t t e r s i n g e n e r a l ] . I n t h e a b 
s e n c e o f t h e A m e r i c a n - s t y l e d a t i n g -
e n c o u n t e r a n d t h e a t t e n d a n t s h a r i n g o f 
i n t i m a c i e s it is e a s y to b e m i s t a k e n a b o u t 
a p r o s p e c t i v e m a t e . T h e shadchan s e r v e s 
to a v o i d s u c h m i s t a k e s . 1 5 

D e s p i t e t h e p e r s i s t e n c e o f r e l i g i o u s 
c o n c e r n s i n t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e 
s e x e s , t h e s e p a r a t i o n b e t w e e n f ami ly a n d 
e c o n o m i c t ies h a s p e r m i t t e d C u p i d to 
r a i s e his i r r e v e r e n t h e a d : love a n d p e r 
s o n a l s a t i s f a c t i o n a r e c o m i n g to b e e x 
p r e s s e d as a d e s i r a b l e p r e c o n d i t i o n f o r 
m a r r i a g e . 1 8 T h u s , a f t e r the shadchan h a s 
m a d e t h e n e c e s s a r y i n q u i r i e s a m e e t i n g 
b e t w e e n t h e i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s will b e a r 
r a n g e d . T h e p a t t e r n o f r e l a t i o n s h i p t h a t 
fo l lows ( e x c e p t a m o n g t h e m o s t r i g i d l y 
O r t h o d o x ) will b e r a t h e r s i m i l a r t o t h e 
n o r m a l A m e r i c a n d a t i n g s y s t e m . T h e 
y o u n g c o u p l e will ' g o o u t ' p e r h a p s t o a 
m o v i e ( r a t e d G) o r a c o n c e r t , o r t o a n 
a p p r o p r i a t e l y k o s h e r r e s t a u r a n t a n d g e t 
to k n o w e a c h o t h e r . I f t h e first d a t e is 
succes s fu l ( t h e y t h i n k t h e shadchan was 
r i g h t a n d t h e y a l so l ike e a c h o t h e r ) t h e 
p a t t e r n will b e r e p e a t e d . S o m e s e x u a l 
e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n m a y e v e n fo l low t h e 
s e c o n d o r t h i r d d a t e (e .g . h o l d i n g h a n d s 
o r a g o o d - n i g h t kiss) o n t h e a s s u m p t i o n 
t h a t t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p is n o w s e r i o u s . 

1 5 Interviews with counselors at the local office 
of the New York Jewish Family Service revealed 
that "mistakes" in mate selection do occur — far 
more frequently than is generally acknowledged 
by residents o f the community. When such "mis
takes" are recognized, divorce is a more popular 
solution than is commonly admitted. 

1 6 Marshall Sklare, America's Jews, (New York: 
Random House , 1971), pp. 76-77, suggests that 
this is not an altogether novel development. 

W h i l e n o s y s t e m a t i c e v i d e n c e c o u l d b e 
o b t a i n e d f r o m r e s p o n d e n t s o n t h i s f ea 
t u r e o f t h e m a t i n g e x p e r i e n c e , f r e q u e n t 
r e f e r e n c e s w e r e m a d e by t h e r e l e v a n t 
a g e g r o u p to t h o s e p o r t i o n s o f t h e B i b l e 
o r T a l m u d o r t h e Shulchan Oruch a n d 
o t h e r e x e g e t i c l i t e r a t u r e w h i c h i n d i c a t e 
t h a t p h y s i c a l c o n t a c t b e t w e e n u n m a r r i e d 
m a l e s a n d f e m a l e s is p e r m i t t e d u n d e r 
c e r t a i n c o n d i t i o n s , o r a t l e a s t is n o t a 
s e r i o u s v i o l a t i o n o f r e l i g i o u s l aw . H e r e , 
a g a i n , t h e f o r m a l law s e e m s to b e i n 
v o k e d in a n e f f o r t t o r a t i o n a l i z e v io la 
t i o n s o f t h e t r a d i t i o n s g o v e r n i n g t h e r e l a 
t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e s e x e s . 

I n a d d i t i o n , t h e " c h e c k i n g o u t " f u n c 
t i o n o f t h e shadchan is r a p i d l y c o m i n g t o 
b e r e p l a c e d by t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n a l aff i l ia
t i o n s o f y o u n g p e o p l e . F o r e x a m p l e , t h e 
fact t h a t t h e l a r g e m a j o r i t y o f t h e y o u t h 
o f t h e c o m m u n i t y a t t e n d e d B r o o k l y n 
C o l l e g e e n a b l e s t h e m to m e e t i n f o r m a l l y 
o u t s i d e t h e c o m m u n i t y a n d d o t h e i r o w n 
" c h e c k i n g o u t " . A l s o , t h e v a r i o u s po l i t i 
cal activities a n d ral l ies o n b e h a l f of Sovie t 
J e w r y , I s r a e l , a n d o t h e r e t h n i c a l l y o r r e 
l i g i o u s l y l e g i t i m a t e d c a u s e s h a v e 
b r o u g h t t h e s e x e s i n t o i n c r e a s i n g l y m o r e 
f r e q u e n t c o n t a c t . T h u s , w h i l e s t r o n g so 
cial ( fami l ia l ) p r e s s u r e is e x e r t e d o n t h e 
y o u n g o f b o t h s e x e s to m a r r y , t h e c h o i c e 
o f a m a t e is u l t i m a t e l y c o m i n g to r e s t w i t h 
t h e i n d i v i d u a l s i n v o l v e d . A n d t h e i r 
c h o i c e s r a r e l y , if e v e r , t a k e d y n a s t i c m a t 
t e r s i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n . M a r r i a g e s 
a m o n g t h e s e c o n d g e n e r a t i o n wil ly-ni l ly 
c u t acrossyikhus l i nes , t h e l ines t h a t t r a d i 
t i o n a l l y s e p a r a t e d Hassidim f r o m 
Mithnagdim, 1 7 a n d t h e e t h n i c o r i g i n s o f 
t h e p a r e n t s . T h e t yp i ca l v o c a b u l a r y o f 
this cr iss-cross is, " I a m n o t m a r r y i n g his 
( h e r ) f ami ly . A s l o n g as h e ( she ) is as 
r e l i g i o u s as I a m t h e y ( p a r e n t s ) h a v e n o 

1 7 He inr ich Graetz, History of the Jews, v.V, 
(Philadelphia: T h e Jewish Publication Society, 
1956), pp. 374-94 offers a brief but adequate back
ground to this conflict. 

8 7 



T H E C H A N G I N G F A M I L Y P A T T E R N 

r e a s o n t o c o m p l a i n . " T h e t e r m " r e l i 
g ious" in this con tex t clearly does no t in
c l u d e c o n f o r m i t y o r e v e n f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h 
fami l i a l t r a d i t i o n s . T h e p a t t e r n o f r e 
s p o n s e s in a s e p a r a t e s u r v e y o f t h e Y o u n g 
I s r a e l i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e s s e e m s t o a m p l i f y 
th i s o r i e n t a t i o n t o r e l i g i o n o n t h e o n e 
h a n d a n d fami ly o n t h e o t h e r . W h i l e 
a b o u t 8 4 p e r c e n t o f t h e r e s p o n d e n t s i n 
d i c a t e d a n i n t e n t i o n t o r e m a i n O r t h o d o x 
J e w s a s t h e y g r o w a n d m a t u r e i n t o 
a d u l t h o o d , m o r e t h a n 5 4 p e r c e n t i n d i 
c a t e d t h a t t h e y e i t h e r d i d n o t c a r e o r 
w e r e d i s sa t i s f i ed w i t h t h e o p i n i o n s o f 
t h e i r e l d e r s c o n c e r n i n g t h e d e c i s i o n s 
t h e y m a d e a b o u t t h e i r l ives. 

T h e fami ly , t h e n , h a s r e c e e d e d f r o m 
t h e e c o n o m y as wel l as f r o m t h e b u s i n e s s 
o f d y n a s t i c o r e t h n i c c o n t i n u i t y . I ts r o l e 
in t h e soc i a l i za t ion o f t h e y o u n g h a s a l so 
u n d e r g o n e c o n s i d e r a b l e c o n t r a c t i o n . 
T h e y e s h i v a w h i c h n o w e x t e n d s e d u c a 
t i o n a l a n d c a r i n g s e rv i ce s to t h e y o u n g 
f r o m p r e - k i n d e r g a r t e n t o c o l l e g i a t e 
y e a r s h a s l i f ted t h e b u r d e n o f socia l iza
t i o n f r o m t h e fami ly . W h a t is p a s s e d o n 
t o t h e y o u n g as t h e i r s a c r e d h e r i t a g e is 
m o r e l ikely t o c o m e f r o m p a r e n t s o r 
o t h e r f ami ly e l d e r s . I t is, p e r h a p s , t h e 
r e c o g n i t i o n a n d e f f o r t t o c o p e w i t h th i s 
s t a t e o f a f fa i r s t h a t h a s l ed to t h e e s t a b 
l i s h m e n t o f t h e m a n y s m a l l y e s h i v a s 
w h i c h h a v e c r o p p e d u p in t h e B o r o P a r k 
a r e a in r e c e n t y e a r s . P a r e n t s s e e m to d e 
s i re s c h o o l s f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n t h a t m o s t 
c l o s e l y m i r r o r t h e i r o w n b r a n d o f 
J u d a i s m . T h u s , g r o u p s w i t h s t r o n g e t h 
n ic c u s t o m s , e spec i a l l y t h e m a n y H a s 
s idic sec t s , h a v e e s t a b l i s h e d yesh ivas t o 
p e r p e t u a t e t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r i s t i c r e l i g i o u s 
s ty les . B u t t h e v e r y e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f s u c h 
y e s h i v a s b e s p e a k s t h e p r e d i c a m e n t o f 
t h e m o d e r n O r t h o d o x f ami ly : it h a s b e e n 
r e l e g a t e d — by v i r t u e o f its e n t r a n c e i n t o 
m i d d l e - c l a s s o c c u p a t i o n s a n d m i d d l e -
c lass life s ty le — to t h e s i d e l i n e s ; f i n a n 
cially t o s u p p o r t b u t o t h e r w i s e m e r e l y 
p a s s i v e l y t o o b s e r v e t h e e d u c a t i o n o f 

t h e i r y o u n g . T h e f ami ly t h u s b e c o m e s a 
s o r t o f p a y i n g a u d i e n c e at a s h o w t h e y 
h e l p e d to p r o d u c e , b u t w h o s e s c r i p t t h e y 
c a n n o l o n g e r m a n i p u l a t e . 

T h i s a u d i e n c e - l i k e c h a r a c t e r o f t h e 
f ami ly is a f r e q u e n t s o u r c e o f c o m p l a i n t 
a m o n g t h e y o u n g , 

I can't walk down the street without an aunt 
calling to ask about the person with w h o m I was 
walking or asking about where I bought the 
clothes I was wearing. I often have the feeling 

that I am being watched, like somebody was 
looking over my shoulder . Everybody here 
knows everyone else's business. If I stay up late 
to study for an exam a cousin or aunt, or maybe 
even my next door neighbor is going to ask me 
how I did. It really gets annoying sometimes. 
But at least it's a fairly safe neighborhood. I 
guess it's nice to know that people care about 
you. But they're so damn nosey. 

T h e i m m e d i a t e as wel l as t h e e x t e n d e d 
f ami ly , w h i l e p l a y i n g n o ac t ive r o l e in t h e 
da i l y lives o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l fami ly m e m 
b e r s ( p a r t i c u l a r l y o f t h e y o u t h ) , is p r e s 
e n t as a n a u d i e n c e in f r o n t o f w h o m 
o n e ' s ac t iv i t ies a r e e v a l u a t e d as if t h e y 
w e r e p e r f o r m a n c e s . B u t t h e abi l i ty o f t h e 
f ami ly to a f fec t t h e l ives o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l 
m e m b e r s h a s b e e n c u r t a i l e d . T h e f a t h e r 
is n o l o n g e r t h e f inal a u t h o r i t y o n s a c r e d 
m a t t e r s , to say n o t h i n g o f s e c u l a r m a t 
t e r s . H e is s i m p l y a p a r t o f t h e g e n e r a l 
f a m i l i a l a u d i e n c e w h o s e a p p r o v a l is 
s o u g h t a n d a p p r e c i a t e d b u t w h o s e at
t e m p t s t o c o n t r o l a r e m o r e f r e q u e n t l y 
d i s m i s s e d as i r r e l e v a n t a n n o y a n c e . 

C o n c l u s i o n 

I t was s u g g e s t e d a t t h e o u t s e t t h a t in 
A m e r i c a t o d a y J e w i s h e t h n i c a n d c u l 
t u r a l s u r v i v a l m a y b e q u i t e i n d e p e n d e n t 
o f t h e t r a d i t i o n a l f o r m o f t h e J e w i s h f a m 
ily. I n d e e d , it w a s a r g u e d t h a t t h e " m o d 
e r n i z a t i o n " o f t h e t r a d i t i o n a l J e w i s h f a m 
ily m a y b e n e c e s s a r y t o i n s u r e J e w i s h 
e t h n i c a n d c u l t u r a l s u r v i v a l . T h e d a t a 
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o b t a i n e d in t h e J e w i s h O r t h o d o x c o m 
m u n i t y o f B o r o P a r k i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e 
p r i n c i p a l f u n c t i o n s o n c e fu l f i l led by t h e 
t r a d i t i o n a l f a m i l y : r e l i g i o u s t r a i n i n g , 
m a t e s e l e c t i o n , a n d e c o n o m i c s tabi l i ty 
h a v e b e e n t a k e n o v e r by o t h e r i n s t i t u 
t i o n s (e .g . t h e y e s h i v a , i n s t i t u t i o n s f o r 
a d v a n c e d s e c u l a r l e a r n i n g , a n d t h e p r o 
fes s ions ) . A t t h e s a m e t i m e t h e c o m m i t 
m e n t o f t h e e m e r g i n g g e n e r a t i o n o f 
A m e r i c a n J e w s t o t h e t r a d i t i o n a l r e l i 
g i o u s va lues a n d p rac t i ces o f t h e i r e l d e r s 

h a s n o t d i m i n i s h e d . T h e q u e s t i o n t h a t 
r e m a i n s to b e a n s w e r e d is w h e t h e r t h i s 
a p p a r e n t i n d e p e n d e n c e b e t w e e n J e w i s h 
f ami ly p a t t e r n s a n d t h e p e r s i s t e n c e o f 
c o m m i t m e n t t o r e l i g i o u s v a l u e s a n d 
p r a c t i c e s is p o s i t i v e l y f u n c t i o n a l , 

p e r h a p s e v e n n e c e s s a r y , f o r J e w i s h s u r 

v iva l . H e r e , a n a f f i r m a t i v e a n s w e r is 

p o s t u l a t e d . B u t s u c h a n a n s w e r n e c e s s a r 

ily r e m a i n s c o n j e c t u r a l u n t i l f u r t h e r r e 

s e a r c h . 
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