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TH E Na t iona l Jewish Popu la t ion 
Study, sponsored by the Council o f 

Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds, 
is the first comprehensive national study 
o f the Jewish population in the United 
States, based on a scientifically selected 
sample purpor t ing to be representative 
of the total Jewish population in this 
country. 1 This paper will seek to analyze 
these f i nd ings , place them in the i r 
broader sociological context, explicate 
the challenge this emergent sociological 
phenomenon poses to the American-
Jewish communi ty , and most signif i 
cantly, attempt to project the contours o f 
a planning process and response by cen
tral Jewish communal bodies. 

The whole thrust o f this paper is that 
the problem of Jewish intermarriage is 
not solely one for the individuals who 
intermarry, their parents, relatives, the 
local rabbi and other concerned indi
viduals or groups in the community. I t is 
a challenge to the whole fabric o f the 
organized Jewish community, and the 
only appropriate and effective response 
must be communal, involving the central 
agencies o f the Jewish c o m m u n i t y , 
operating in a concerted, comprehensive 
and coordinated fashion. 

It would be wisest, in my view, before 
examin ing Jewish in te rmar r iage d i 
rectly, and the findings and implications 
of the National Jewish Population Study, 
to try first to understand the meaning o f 

* Based on a paper given at the General Assem
bly of the Council o f Jewish Federations and Wel
fare Funds, New Orleans, Nov. 1973. 

1 For the full details of the National Jewish Popu
la t ion S t u d y r e l a t i n g to i n t e r m a r r i a g e , s ee 
Intermarriage, Council o f Jewish Federations and 
Welfare Funds, New York, 1973. 

in termarr iage generally. What is the 
sociological significance o f in termar
riage? What, f rom a sociological perspec
tive, is its social and cultural impact on 
groups? T o answer these questions, one 
needs to recognize the primacy of the 
family as a social institution. I t is the most 
universal social institution because it fills 
two crit ical functions for any group. 
Firstly, procreative—the family repro
duces the group; it replaces and repopu-
lates the membership who inevitably 
pass away, thus assuring the group's 
physical con t i nu i t y . Secondly, the 
social izat ion f u n c t i o n — t h e fam i l y 
transmits the norms, beliefs, and values 
of the group; it indoctrinates the new 
generation into its culture. I n sum, the 
family system of any social group assures 
its biological and cultural survival. 

Intermarriage, the introduction into 
the kinship unit o f one parent who is not 
a bona-fide member of the group, gen
erates for the group the ominous possi
bility that both these functions o f the 
family wil l be subverted. A l l groups, to 
the extent that they are committed to 
mainta in ing themselves as distinctive 
groups, strive mighti ly therefore to re
duce the incidence of intermarriage and 
the conditions that give rise to it. 

As people rooted in history, and with a 
sense of purpose that even transcends 
history, the survival o f Jews, Judaism 
and the Jewish community has always 
been a consuming passion for us. Be
cause intermarriage was historically de
structive of Jewish communal l i fe, it was 
therefore traditionally viewed with ut
most gravity. Is that acute anxiety still 
justified? What are the facts as we know 
them this day? 
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T h e N a t i o n a l J e w i s h P o p u l a t i o n s tudy 
f o u n d that o f all J e w i s h p e r s o n s n o w 
m a r r i e d , 9 .2 p e r c e n t are i n t e r m a r r i e d . 
( I n t e r m a r r i a g e was d e f i n e d in t h e s tudy 
as "a m a r r i a g e in w h i c h o n e o r t h e o t h e r 
p a r t n e r d e s c r i b e s h i m s e l f or h e r s e l f as 
h a v i n g i d e n t i f i e d wi th a n o n - J e w i s h re
l i g i o u s cu l tura l v i e w p o i n t at t h e t i m e that 
h e o r s h e m e t his o r h e r f u t u r e spouse .") 
T h i s f i g u r e , 9 .2 p e r c e n t , c a n b e m i s l e a d 
i n g b e c a u s e it de f la t e s t h e actual inci
d e n c e o f J e w i s h i n t e r m a r r i a g e . Firstly, it 
i n c l u d e s o n l y e x t a n t m a r r i a g e s , n o t t h o s e 
w h i c h w e r e t e r m i n a t e d by s e p a r a t i o n or 
d i v o r c e , a n d t h o s e w h o i n t e r m a r r y are 
m o r e l ikely t h a n t h o s e w h o m a r r y wi th in 
t h e fa i th t o b e c o m e d i v o r c e d a n d / o r 
s e p a r a t e d . S e c o n d l y , w h e n i n t e r m a r 
r iage was e x a m i n e d o v e r t i m e , t h e s tudy 
f o u n d that o f all J e w s m a r r y i n g b e t w e e n 
1 9 0 0 - 1 9 2 0 , o n l y 2 p e r c e n t m a r r i e d o u t 
s ide the J e w i s h fa i th; o f all J e w s marry
i n g b e t w e e n 1 9 5 6 - 1 9 6 0 , 5 . 9 p e r c e n t 
c h o s e a n o n - J e w i s h s p o u s e ; o f t h o s e 
m a r r y i n g b e t w e e n 1 9 6 1 - 1 9 6 5 , 17 .4 per 
c e n t c h o s e a n o n - J e w i s h s p o u s e ; a n d b e 
t w e e n 1 9 6 6 - 1 9 7 2 , 3 1 . 7 p e r c e n t i n t er 
m a r r i e d . 

T h u s , it is c l ear that t h e rate o f in ter 
m a r r i a g e h a s v e r y s u b s t a n t i a l l y i n 
c r e a s e d a m o n g c u r r e n t J e w i s h m a r 
r iages . T h i s s h a r p increase ref lects b o t h 
t h e very r a p i d accu l tura t ion a n d ass imi
la t ion o f J e w s in to A m e r i c a n l i fe , a n d 
t h e i r i n c r e a s e d a c c e p t a n c e in A m e r i c a n 
soc iety . T h e i m p o r t a n c e o f this d y n a m i c 
b e c o m e s h i g h l i g h t e d w h e n o n e l o o k s at 
g e n e r a t i o n a l d i f f e r e n c e s in t h e rate o f 
i n t e r m a r r i a g e , w h i c h t h e N a t i o n a l 
J e w i s h P o p u l a t i o n S t u d y h a s n o t ye t 
d o n e . I n ana lyses d o n e o f J e w i s h inter 
m a r r i a g e in a n o t h e r s tudy , o n e finds that 
a m o n g first g e n e r a t i o n A m e r i c a n J e w s , 
t h e rate o f i n t e r m a r r i a g e is o n l y 1.4 per 
c e n t , a n d this i n c r e a s e d to 10.2 p e r c e n t 
a m o n g t h e s e c o n d g e n e r a t i o n , 17 .9 per 
c e n t a m o n g t h e th ird , a n d o v e r 3 7 p e r 
c e n t a m o n g t h e c o l l e g e - e d u c a t e d th ird 
g e n e r a t i o n . 2 T h u s w e see wi th i n c r e a s e d 

A m e r i c a n i z a t i o n , a very l arge corre la t ive 
i n c r e a s e in t h e rate o f i n t e r m a r r i a g e . I f 
th is p a t t e r n is p r o j e c t e d a m o n g f o u r t h 
a n d fifth g e n e r a t i o n J e w s , w e can e x p e c t 
that the rate m a y yet rise f u r t h e r . 

O f t h e t w o p a t t e r n s a m o n g t h o s e in 
t e r m a r r y i n g , t h e J e w i s h h u s b a n d a n d 
n o n - J e w i s h wi fe , t h e m o r e des t ruc t ive 
p a t t e r n b e c a u s e c o n v e r s i o n h e r e o f t h e 
n o n - J e w i s h p a r t n e r w a s a l m o s t n o n 
e x i s t e n t , o c c u r r e d a b o u t twice as fre 
q u e n t l y as the o t h e r p a t t e r n , the J e w i s h 
wi f e a n d n o n - J e w i s h h u s b a n d . 

W h a t o f t h e "Jewishness" o f the p e o p l e 
w h o i n t e r m a r r y ? T h e vast major i ty o f 
n o n - J e w s w h o i n t e r m a r r y , t h e s t u d y 
finds, d o n o t c o n v e r t ( 9 7 . 5 p e r c e n t o f t h e 
n o n - J e w i s h h u s b a n d s a n d 7 3 . 3 p e r c e n t 
o f t h e n o n - J e w i s h wives ) . I n t e r e s t i n g l y , a 
p r o p o r t i o n ident i fy t h e m s e l v e s as J e w i s h 
w i t h o u t f o r m a l c o n v e r s i o n , b u t t h e 
d e p t h a n d qual i ty o f the ir J e w i s h n e s s are 
n o t k n o w n . 

T h e a n t e c e d e n t s o f i n t e r m a r r i a g e 
e m e r g e c l eares t in the data . N o t u n e x 
p e c t e d l y , t h o s e w h o i n t e r m a r r i e d w e r e 
m o r e likely to da te n o n - J e w s . P e r h a p s 
m o r e s igni f icant , t h e less p a r e n t s a re o p 
p o s e d to i n t e r m a r r i a g e , t h e m o r e l ikely 
the ir c h i l d r e n will n o t o n l y in ter -date but 
also intermarry. Finally, the chances for 
in t ermarr iage are h i g h e r a m o n g those 
w h o describe their u p b r i n g i n g as marg in
ally Jewish , a n d h ighest still a m o n g those 
w h o cannot clearly describe their upbr ing
ing. 

I n a n a l y z i n g t h e data , I a lso f o u n d 
that , e v e n a m o n g t h o s e w h o marry J e w s , 
3 8 p e r c e n t b e l i e v e d that "it was all r ight 
f o r J e w s to m a r r y n o n - J e w s " , a s ignif i 
cant e r o s i o n at t i tudinal ly o f the n o r m o f 
i n - g r o u p m a r r i a g e , s o p o w e r f u l a n d 
p e r v a s i v e in J e w i s h l ife tradi t ional ly . 

A n o t h e r u n u s u a l f i n d i n g , that the m a 
jor i ty o f t h o s e i n t e r m a r r i e d , part icular ly 
w h e n the w i f e was J e w i s h , i n t e n d that 

2 See Erich Rosenthal, "Jewish Intermarriage in 
Greater Washington," American Jewish Year Book, 
Vol. 64 (1973) pp. 18-19, 22. 
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the ir ch i ld rece ive a J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n or 
w e r e ra i s ing the ir ch i ld as J e w i s h , h a d 
t o o few cases in the s a m p l e for b r o a d 
g e n e r a l i z a t i o n . F u r t h e r m o r e , this find
i n g is p r o b l e m a t i c in l ight o f a n o t h e r — o f 
t h e i n t e r m a r r i e d c o u p l e s s t u d i e d , t h e 
o v e r w h e l m i n g majori ty w e r e n o t at all, 
or o n l y very s l ightly, active in a t e m p l e o r 
s y n a g o g u e a n d / o r J e w i s h o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 
T h u s , the i n t e r m a r r i e d s h a v e o n l y t h e 
m o s t m i n i m a l ties w i th t h e o r g a n i z e d 
J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y , w h i c h great ly e x a g 
g e r a t e s t h e s t a n d a r d p r o b l e m a t i c g a p 
b e t w e e n i n t e n t i o n a n d b e h a v i o r . 

T h e s e are the p a t t e r n s o f J e w i s h in
t e r m a r r i a g e . W h a t are t h e i r i m p l i c a 
t ions? T h e p e r s p e c t i v e w e are t a k i n g 
h e r e is no t m a c r o s c o p i c . — the c o n s e 
q u e n c e s o f i n t e r m a r r i a g e for the p e r s o n s 
i n v o l v e d , the stability o f t h e s e u n i o n s 
a n d the h a p p i n e s s t h e y c a n a c h i e v e in 
m a r r i a g e — but m i c r o s c o p i c — t h e c o n 
s e q u e n c e s o f this t ype o f m a r r i a g e f o r 
K'llal Yisroe l , J e w i s h p e o p l e h o o d , a n d 
o u r historical c o n t i n u i t y as a c o m m u n i t y . 

S a l o B a r o n h a s s a i d t h a t o n l y in 
A m e r i c a in t h e last c e n t u r y has the p r o b 
l e m o f e m a n c i p a t i o n finally c a u g h t u p 
w i t h t h e J e w s . T h e r e h a v e b e e n , o f 
c o u r s e , g l i m p s e s a n d smal l p a r c e l s o f 
s u c h o p p o r t u n i t y in the past in d i f f e r e n t 
e p o c h s in d i f f e r e n t p laces . B u t the w h o l e 
p a n o p l y o f forces have c o n v e r g e d ful ly 
o n l y in the U . S . , espec ia l ly in t h e last 
q u a r t e r c e n t u r y , to m a k e poss ib le n e a r -
c o m p l e t e e m a n c i p a t i o n f o r J e w s . T h e 
f ree , o p e n ega l i tar ian society in w h i c h 
the J e w s n o w live, p r o v i d e s t h e m , for the 
first t ime , with the p r o l o n g e d o p p o r t u 
nity to be o r not to be J e w s as they c h o o s e . 

I n d e e d , in o u r t i m e , a th ird w o r l d , a 
n e w society , has e m e r g e d b e t w e e n t h e 
J e w i s h a n d Chr i s t ian c o m m u n i t i e s . It 
can b e c lass i f ied as a neutra l soc ie ty — 
n e i t h e r J e w i s h n o r C h r i s t i a n , o r as 
Disrael i d e s c r i b e d it, a b lank p a g e b e 
t w e e n the O l d a n d N e w T e s t a m e n t s . 
T h i s s o c i e t y , s u p r a - e t h n i c a n d 
s u p r a - r e l i g i o u s , a c o u n t e r - c u l t u r e t o 

the J u d e o - C h r i s t i a n h e r i t a g e , p e o p l e d 
m o s t l y by a c a d e m i c i a n s , p r o f e s s i o n a l s 
a n d inte l lectuals , has a t tracted a d i s p r o 
p o r t i o n a t e n u m b e r o f o u r m o s t g i f t ed 
a n d t a l e n t e d J e w s w h o , e v e n d e n y i n g 
the ir J e w i s h n e s s , c a n c o m f o r t a b l y func 
t ion t h e r e w i t h o u t b e i n g r e q u i r e d to b e 
c o m e Chris t ians e i ther . 

T h i s r e v o l u t i o n a r y t r a n f o r m a t i o n o f 
the c o n t e x t o f J e w i s h life has l ead willy-
nilly to the w e a k e n i n g o f t h e social a n d 
cul tura l ties that b i n d J e w s to t h e J e w i s h 
c o m m u n i t y . I n t e r m a r r i a g e , symbol ica l ly 
a n d substant ive ly , is t h e c u l m i n a t i o n o f 
that proces s . Soc io log ica l ly , it m e a n s t h e 
r e d u c t i o n o f the n u m b e r o f J e w i s h f a m 
ily uni t s that r e p r o d u c e J e w s phys ical ly . 
W h e n o n e p a r e n t r e m a i n s a l i en to t h e 
c o v e n e n t a l c o m m u n i t y , it a l s o i n t r o 
d u c e s c o n f u s i o n in to t h e status p lace 
m e n t o f t h e o f f - s p r i n g o f s u c h u n i o n s 
a n d their e f f ec t ive soc ia l izat ion as J e w s . 

W h a t can w e d o to s t o p this g r o w i n g 
p r o c e s s i o n o f J e w s m a r c h i n g d o w n t h e 
aisle to d i s a p p e a r qual i tat ive ly a n d q u a n 
titatively f r o m t h e anna l s o f o u r h is tory? 
T h e r e have b e e n d i v e r g e n t r e s p o n s e s to 
t h e p r o b l e m o f i n t e r m a r r i a g e in t h e 
A m e r i c a n J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y . T h e r e are 
t h o s e c o g n i z a n t o f its threat , w h o h a v e 
a c q u i e s c e d to w h a t they be l i eve a r e p o w 
erfu l , i n s u r m o u n t a b l e forces ; they h a v e 
pass ively a c c e p t e d the n e w social real ity 
e n v e l o p i n g J e w i s h l i f e as i n e v i t a b l e . 
O t h e r s , d e e p l y t r o u b l e d by t h i s 
p h e n o m e n o n , h a v e tack led t h e p r o b l e m 
with i n f l a m e d a n d i m p a s s i o n e d rhe tor i c 
a n d s e l f - r i g h t e o u s r e s o l u t i o n s . Gevalt, 
t h e y i n t o n e . B r e a s t - b e a t i n g m a y b e 
neces sary to m a k e this i ssue a pr ior i ty 
i t e m o n t h e J e w i s h a g e n d a o f c o m m u n a l 
c o n c e r n s , but it d o e s certa in ly n o t p r o 
v i d e c o n s t r u c t i v e a p p r o a c h e s t o t h e 
c o m p l e x i t i e s o f this intr icate a n d e x c e e d 
ing ly de l i ca te p r o b l e m . 

B o t h r e s p o n s e s are , o f c o u r s e , i n a d e 
q u a t e . W h i l e t h e r e are n o p a n a c e a s , n o 
easy , s i m p l e s o l u t i o n s , centra l c o m m u n a l 
b o d i e s , e spec ia l ly F e d e r a t i o n s , c o g n i z a n t 
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o f the m a g n i t u d e , d y n a m i c s , a n d impl i 
c a t i o n s o f t h e threat o f i n t e r m a r r i a g e for 
J e w i s h c o m m u n a l l i f e c a n p l a n c o n 
c e r t e d , c o m p r e h e n s i v e a p p r o a c h e s , 
m o b i l i z e all t h e r e l e v a n t c o m m u n a l 
r e s o u r c e s — l a y l e a d e r s h i p , p r o f e s s i o n a l 
p e r s o n n e l , local a g e n c y r e s o u r c e s — e v e n 
crea te n e w r e s o u r c e s a n d p r o g r a m s to 
b l u n t t h e c o n t i n u i n g a d v a n c e o f in ter 
m a r r i a g e in J e w i s h l ife. I n d e e d , F e d e r a 
t ions m i g h t b e t h e o n l y i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s 
capab le o f l a u n c h i n g a n d f u n d i n g the 
mass ive p r o g r a m m i n g r e q u i r e d . 

W h a t is d o a b l e ? Firstly, I w o u l d b e g i n 
by a s s e r t i n g that i n t e r v e n t i o n by c o m 
m u n a l b o d i e s at t h e p o i n t of, o r after , 
i n t e r m a r r i a g e is a l m o s t fut i le . W h a t c e n 
tral c o m m u n a l b o d i e s a n d F e d e r a t i o n s 
can d o is p l a n a n d w o r k toward the p r e 
v e n t i o n o f i n t e r m a r r i a g e . T h e First e f f e c 
tive p r o x i m a t e s t e p m i g h t be to a t t e m p t 
to d i m i n i s h the t o o d o c i l e a c q u i e s c e n c e 
to , a n d t h e relat ive d e g r e e o f t o l e r a n c e 
of, i n t e r m a r r i a g e in s o m e q u a r t e r s o f 
o u r c o m m u n i t y . T h e N a t i o n a l J e w i s h 
P o p u l a t i o n S t u d y clearly s h o w s t h e e x 
t e n t to w h i c h t h e n o r m o f i n - g r o u p m a r 
r i a g e , o n c e a n a x i o m o f J e w i s h c o m 
m u n a l l i fe , has w e a k e n e d . T h e i n c r e a s e d 
i n c i d e n c e o f i n t e r m a r r i a g e t e n d s n a t u 
rally to g e n e r a t e a c c e p t a n c e o f i n t e r m a r 
r i a g e . G r e a t e r a c c e p t a n c e , in t u r n , 
c r e a t e s t h e c l imate for m o r e s u c h u n i o n s . 
T h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y m u s t , t h e r e f o r e , 
i n t e r v e n e at b o t h p o i n t s in the cyc le . By 
publ ic ly ar t i cu la t ing its o p p o s i t i o n to in
t e r m a r r i a g e , it c a n p e r h a p s d e 
c e l e r a t e th i s g r o w i n g t o l e r a n c e . T h i s 
m u s t n o t o n l y take the f o r m o f r e s o l u 
t ions a n d pol icy p r o n o u n c e m e n t s , i m 
p o r t a n t as t h e s e are . It m e a n s e n c o u r a g 
i n g local rabbinical b o a r d s to d i s s u a d e 
a n d e v e n s a n c t i o n the ir m e m b e r s f r o m 
p e r f o r m i n g at i n t e r m a r r i a g e s w i t h o u t 
c o n v e r s i o n o f t h e n o n - J e w i s h s p o u s e ; 
d i s s u a d i n g t h e l o c a l - A n g l o - J e w i s h 
n e w s p a p e r f r o m c a r r y i n g a n n o u n c e 
m e n t s o f J e w i s h - C h r i s t i a n m a r r i a g e s , 
a n d p e r h a p s e v e n e x c l u d i n g i n t e r m a r 

r ied p e r s o n s w h o h a v e not c o n v e r t e d 
f r o m l e a d e r s h i p ro l e s in J e w i s h c o m 
m u n a l b o d i e s . T h e s e smal l , d i scre te acts 
a n d o t h e r s m a k i n g v is ible t h e J e w i s h 
c o m m u n i t y ' s n o n - a c c e p t a n c e o f i n t er 
m a r r i a g e , will h a r d l y e l i m i n a t e i n t er 
m a r r i a g e . B u t t h e y a r e s t e p s at l eas t 
a i m e d at r e s t o r i n g t h e n o r m . 

S t r e n g t h e n i n g t h e n o r m o f J e w i s h e n 
d o g a m y , h o w e v e r , r e q u i r e s m o r e f u n 
d a m e n t a l a n d subs tant ive i n t e r v e n t i o n 
by t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y . I n t e r m a r 
r iage , as I i n d i c a t e d , is t h e m o s t e x t r e m e 
e x p r e s s i o n o f t h e d i s s o l u t i o n o f t h e Jew' s 
social a n d cul tura l b o n d s wi th the J e w i s h 
c o m m u n i t y . B y d e a l i n g w i t h t h e c i r c u m 
stances that give rise to this condi t ion , a n d 
i n d e e d , by s e e k i n g to s t r e n g t h e n t h o s e 
t ies , w e can dea l m o r e e f fec t ive ly , e v e n if 
indirect ly , n o t o n l y wi th i n t e r m a r r i a g e , 
but the p r o c e s s e s that p r e c e d e a n d g e n 
era te it. 

B u t h o w d o e s the J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y 
reach t h o s e a l ready p e r i p h e r a l to it, o r in 
t h e p r o c e s s o f w e a k e n i n g t h e i r t i e s . 
N e e d l e s s to say, it is vital that w e reach 
y o u n g p e o p l e o n c o l l e g e c a m p u s . B u t 
w h a t is e spec ia l ly i m p o r t a n t is that t h e s e 
p r o g r a m s r e a c h t h e J e w i s h s t u d e n t 
w h e r e h e is a t — n o t necessar i ly in t h e 
Hi l le l H o u s e , but in the d o r m i t o r y , s tu
d e n t l o u n g e , a n d s t u d e n t u n i o n bu i ld 
ing . W h a t is n e e d e d a re m o r e o u t r e a c h 
p r o g r a m s , s p o n s o r e d by Hil le l o r t h e 
c e n t r a l c o m m u n a l b o d y , that h a v e as 
the ir specia l target t h e p r e v i o u s l y u n i n -
v o l v e d J e w i s h s t u d e n t . T h e s e o u t r e a c h 
p r o g r a m s are p e r s o n , no t ins t i tut ion o r 
o r g a n i z a t i o n o r i e n t e d ; they s h o u l d n o t 
seek to p r o d u c e or p r o m o t e o r g a n i z a 
t ional m e m b e r s h i p o r p r o g r a m s ; s h o u l d 
n o t be p r e - p l a n n e d , r e a d y - m a d e p r o 
g r a m s , but r a t h e r be g e a r e d to s t imula te 
the s t u d e n t s t h e m s e l v e s to art iculate a n d 
ident i fy the ir n e e d s . 

E v e n m o r e crucia l t h a n the c o l l e g e 
c a m p u s is that critical j u n c t u r e in the 
s o c i o - p s y c h o - c u l t u r a l d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
J e w i s h y o u t h , the h i g h s c h o o l years , t h e 
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m o s t s h a m e f u l l y n e g l e c t e d p e r i o d in 
J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n . T h i s is t h e p e r i o d 
w h e n d a t i n g a n d i n t e r - d a t i n g c o m 
m e n c e , w h i c h t h e N a t i o n a l J e w i s h P o p u 
lat ion S t u d y f o u n d so s igni f icant ly re
lated to i n t e r m a r r i a g e . M i g h t n o t o u r 
J e w i s h C e n t e r s u n d e r t a k e to crea te o u t 
r e a c h p r o g r a m s , s i m i l a r to t h e o n e s 
H i l l e l h a s s p o n s o r e d , o n t h e h i g h 
s c h o o l - c a m p u s , to m a i n t a i n a n d p e r h a p s 
e n l a r g e t h o s e t e n u o u s ties t h e J e w i s h 
c o m m u n i t y has e s t a b l i s h e d wi th t h e m 
prior to the ir e m a n c i p a t i o n by t h e B a r or 
Bas Mitzvah rite. 

D u r i n g t h e h i g h s c h o o l - y e a r s , t h e 
p r o b l e m e x t e n d s e v e n b e y o n d o u t r e a c h 
p r o g r a m s . T h e a d o l e s c e n t soc iety , w h i c h 
r e g u l a t e s t h e way y o u n g p e o p l e d r e s s , 
speak, act a n d th ink in m o d e r n society is 
s e l f - c o n t a i n e d , with its o w n n o r m s , val
u e s a n d style o f l ife. T o t h e e x t e n t that 
y o u n g J e w s b e c o m e i n t e g r a t e d w i t h i n 
the g e n e r a l y o u t h c u l t u r e , the ir ties wi th 
t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y b e c o m e m o r e 
prob lemat i c . W h a t is n e e d e d is the e s tab
l i s h m e n t o f a J e w i s h a d o l e s c e n t society . 
T o s o m e e x t e n t , this a l ready ex is t s in the 
s y n a g o g u e y o u t h m o v e m e n t s , Z i o n i s t 
y o u t h g r o u p s a n d s o m e c e n t e r p r o 
g r a m s . B u t it n e e d s to b e e n l a r g e d a n d 
e x t e n d e d b e y o n d t h e d e n o m i n a t i o n a l 
a n d g e o g r a p h i c b o u n d a r i e s o f t h e 
s y n a g o g u e a n d C e n t e r , to reach J e w i s h 
a d o l e s c e n t s not e n m e s h e d in that ne t 
work . 

T h e cul tura l as wel l as t h e social t ies o f 
y o u n g J e w s n e e d r e - e n f o r c e m e n t a n d 
this r e q u i r e s s o m e fresh t h i n k i n g a n d 
re - eva lua t ion o f o u r e d u c a t i o n a l a n d cul 
tural p r o g r a m s for y o u t h . I c o n t e n d that 
the r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n var ious J e w i s h 
c o m m u n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d A m e r i c a n 
society can be as ses sed by m e a n s o f t h e 
IntegrationlDislinctiveness rat io , i .e . , t h e 
ba lance b e t w e e n the agency ' s thrust for 
in t egra t ion o f J e w s in A m e r i c a n l i fe as 
c o m p a r e d to its e m p h a s i s o n m a i n t a i n 
i n g a n d e n l a r g i n g o u r J e w i s h d is t inc
t iveness as a c o m m u n i t y . T h e e m p h a s i s 

o f m o s t o f o u r c o m m u n a l ins t i tut ions in 
t h e first fifty years o f this c e n t u r y h a s 
b e e n o n i n t e g r a t i o n , p r o v i d i n g acces s 
a n d entry for J e w s in to A m e r i c a n life. I n 
r e c e n t years , t h e ba lance has c h a n g e d 
s o m e w h a t but in m y v iew, the ratio h a s 
still to b e re - ca l cu la ted , w i th a n e v e n 
g r e a t e r stress t h a n h e r e t o f o r e o n d is t inc
t iveness . 

L e t u s e x a m i n e J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n 
as a n e x a m p l e . B e n H a l p e r n o n c e 
p o i n t e d o u t that J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n in t h e 
U n i t e d States r e p r e s e n t s w h a t the J e w i s h 
c o m m u n i t y w a n t s it to b e . T h e s m a t t e r 
i n g o f ritual , H e b r e w a n d J e w i s h h is tory 
t a u g h t in m o s t a f t e r n o o n a n d S u n d a y 
s c h o o l s is an e f for t to i n d u c e s o m e s e n s e 
o f J e w i s h ident i f i ca t ion in o u r y o u t h . B u t 
it has fa i led to m a k e it poss ib le for t h e m , 
in t h e w o r d s o f the Psalmist , "to walk 
b e f o r e t h e L o r d in the l a n d o f the l iving", 
t o f u n c t i o n m a x i m a l l y as J e w s in a n 
o p e n , ega l i tar ian plural ist society . J e w i s h 
e d u c a t i o n , by d e f a u l t , h a s t h e r e f o r e 
m a d e poss ib le the u n s t r u c t u r e d i n t e g r a 
t ion o f J e w s in A m e r i c a n society by fail
i n g to e f fec t ive ly fos ter J e w i s h d is t inc
t iveness . A s s e r t i n g that J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n 
as it is current ly o p e r a t e d is the p a n a c e a 
for i n t e r m a r r i a g e , I f ee l , is t h e r e f o r e 
b o t h t o o g e n e r a l a n d s h o r t - s i g h t e d a 
s t a t e m e n t . J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n is m o s t cer 
tainly the m a j o r pal l iat ive , but w h a t is 
n e e d e d is a type o f J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n that 
will p r e p a r e J e w s t o f u n c t i o n as J e w s in a 
plural ist soc ie ty , a n e d u c a t i o n that , wh i l e 
it r e c o g n i z e s t h e role d e m a n d s m a d e by 
o u r society o f m e m b e r s o f all fa i ths , i m 
plants in t h e m a c o m m i t m e n t to , a n d a n 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g of, J e w i s h d i s t i n c t i v e 
ness , w h e r e i n w e d i f f er a n d w h y . Invo lv 
i n g b o t h c o g n i t i v e a n d af fect ive d i m e n 
s i o n s , th is t y p e o f e d u c a t i o n c a n a id 
J e w i s h y o u t h in d e v e l o p i n g the k n o w l 
e d g e a n d c o m p e t e n c e to f u n c t i o n m a x 
imally as J e w s in a secu lar plural is t w o r l d , 
a n d to be suff ic ient ly c o m m i t t e d e m o 
t ional ly to that f o r m u l a t i o n so as to w i th 
s tand the m i g h t y p r e s s u r e s that mi t iga te 
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a g a i n s t it. T h e J e w i s h d a y s c h o o l m o s t 
c l o s e l y a p p r o x i m a t e s t h i s m o d e l , a n d 
t h e r e f o r e , is m o s t d e s e r v i n g o f o u r s u p 
p o r t . H o w e v e r , I d o b e l i e v e t o o , t h a t t h i s 
m o d e l c a n b e a d a p t e d as wel l f o r o t h e r 
f o r m s o f J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n . 

J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n , e v e n t h e m o d e l I 
h a v e p r o p o s e d , h o w e v e r , is n o t t h e o n l y 
a n s w e r . I t is w i t h i n t h e f a m i l y t h a t 
J e w i s h n e s s is a s c r i b e d a t b i r t h a n d it is 
w i t h i n t h e c l i m a t e o f t h e f a m i l y t h a t it 
d e v e l o p s f u r t h e r o r is o s s i f i ed . I t is t h e r e 
f o r e n o t e n o u g h f o r o u r a g e n c i e s t o a i m 
t o k e e p t h e J e w i s h f a m i l y t o g e t h e r . I t is 
i m p o r t a n t t h a t i t b e k e p t t o g e t h e r 
J e w i s h l y . R e g r e t t a b l y , a t p r e s e n t , m a n y 
J e w i s h f a m i l i e s d o n o t h a v e t h e c a p a c i t y 
o r r e s o u r c e s t o c u l t i v a t e a f ami ly c l i m a t e 
f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n in w h i c h J e w i s h n e s s 
will f l o u r i s h . 

T h u s , o u r c o m m u n a l a g e n c i e s m u s t 
t o o l u p in n e w ways so t h a t t h e y c a n b e 
s u p p o r t i v e o f f ami l i e s J e w i s h l y . A s a first 
s t e p , t h i s e n t a i l s v i e w i n g a n d d e a l i n g 
w i t h t h e f ami ly as a u n i t . I t is o f c o u r s e , a 
t r u i s m t h a t it is n e c e s s a r y t o e d u c a t e p a r 
e n t s as wel l as t h e i r c h i l d r e n J e w i s h l y . 
P r o g r a m m a t i c a l l y , t h i s c a n t a k e t h e f o r m 
o f P E P p r o g r a m s — p a r e n t a l e d u c a t i o n a l 
p r o g r a m s , s p o n s o r e d by S u n d a y , a f t e r 
n o o n a n d e v e n d a y s c h o o l s in w h i c h c o r 
r e l a t i v e e f f o r t s a r e m a d e to r e a c h a n d 
i n t e r p r e t t o p a r e n t s w h a t is b e i n g t r a n s 
m i t t e d t o t h e i r c h i l d r e n in s c h o o l , a n d 
e v e n u t i l i ze t h e c o n t a c t w i t h t h e J e w i s h 
c o m m u n i t y t h a t t h e c h i l d ' s p r e s e n c e in 
s c h o o l h a s f o r p a r e n t s , f o r i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n 
o f t h e i r o w n c u l t u r a l a n d r e l i g i o u s c o m 
m i t m e n t s a n d t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s as 
c o n v e y o r s o f t h e J e w i s h h e r i t a g e , o r a t 
l ea s t s u p p o r t e r s o f t h a t p r o c e s s by o t h e r 
a g e n c i e s o f t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t v . 
J e w i s h f ami ly a g e n c i e s e n g a g e d in g e n 
e r a l f ami ly e d u c a t i o n c a n a l so u n d e r t a k e 
p r o g r a m s o f Jewish f ami ly e d u c a t i o n , in 
c l u d i n g t h e p r o b l e m s o f i n t e r - d a t i n g , t h e 
m o s t s i g n i f i c a n t a n t e c e d e n t o f i n t e r m a r 
r i a g e , a n d h o w p a r e n t s c a n a n d s h o u l d 
d e a l w i t h it. 

S y n a g o g u e s l i kewise m u s t b o l s t e r t h e 
f ami ly as a r e l i g i o u s u n i t . T h u s , in its o w n 
ac t iv i t i es , t h e y s h o u l d c o n s c i o u s l y i n t e 
g r a t e t h e family q u a fami ly as a vehic le f o r 
t r a n s m i t t i n g t h e f a i t h . H o l i d a y c e l e b r a 
t i o n s a n d o t h e r r i t u a l s c a n b e f o s t e r e d i n 
o r via t h e s y n a g o g u e f o r f ami l i e s . F o r 
e x a m p l e , i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e s y n a g o g u e 
s p o n s o r i n g c o l l e c t i v e sedarim f o r 
f a m i l i e s , e a c h p a r t i c i p a t i n g as a u n i t , a l 
l o w i n g e a c h i n t h e s u p p o r t i v e s e t t i n g o f 
t h e s y n a g o g u e t o d o h i s o w n r e l i g i o u s 
t h i n g , s i m i l a r p r o g r a m s c a n b e d e v i s e d 
w i t h a l i t t le p r o g r a m m a t i c i n g e n u i t y f o r 
t h e S a b b a t h a n d o t h e r f e s t i v a l s , a n d 
p e r h a p s o t h e r r i t u a l s . 

T h e s e t y p e s of p r o g r a m s s h o u l d , of 
c o u r s e , b e g e a r e d t o r e a c h i n g p e r i p h e r a l 
s y n a g o g u e m e m b e r s h i p , a n o t i n s ign i f i 
c a n t p o r t i o n o f m e m b e r s h i p o f m o s t 
s y n a g o g u e s . B u t s y n a g o g u e s c a n a l s o 
e n g a g e in " o u t r e a c h " t o r e a c h t h e " u n -
s y n a g o g u e d , " h o p e f u l l y , in a n o n -
i n s t i t u t i o n a l m a n n e r . A g r o u p o f 
s e l e c t e d f ami l i e s , w i t h t h e a id o f t h e r e 
s o u r c e s o f t h e s y n a g o g u e a n d s o m e p r o 
fe s s iona l d i r e c t i o n , c a n d o w h a t h a s b e e n 
d o n e a l r e a d y i n s o m e p a r t s o f t h e 
c o u n t r y — a s s e m b l e in a h o m e o r h o m e s 
a r o u n d a r e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e , a n O n e g S a b 
b a t h , o r a r e l i g i o u s e n c o u n t e r o r d i s c u s 
s ion g r o u p , a n d i n v o l v e n e i g h b o r s a n d 
f r i e n d s f r o m t h e c o m m u n i t y w h o m i g h t 
n e v e r e n t e r t h e p o r t a l s o f a s y n a g o g u e 
b u t c a n feel c o m f o r t a b l e a n d p a r t i c i p a t e 
in t h e m o r e c o n g e n i a l s e t t i n g o f a h o m e , 
a s o r t o f chavura o f f a m i l i e s . 

A r e f i n e m e n t o f t h i s i d e a is w h a t I cal l 
" p e o p l e t o p e o p l e " p r o g r a m s , i n v o l v i n g 
n o t a g r o u p of f ami l i e s , b u t o n e t o o n e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s o f s i n g l e f a m i l i e s o r i n d i 
v i d u a l s . B a s e d o n t h e l i t t l e r e d 
s c h o o l h o u s e p r i n c i p l e o f A m e r i c a n e d u 
c a t i o n , t h a t w h a t e v e r o n e ' s level o f e d u 
c a t i o n , o n e c a n t r a n s m i t w h a t o n e p o s 
sesses to t h o s e w h o h a v e less (a p r i n c i p l e 
w h i c h i n c i d e n t a l l y h a s b e e n v a l i d a t e d in 
s o m e r e c e n t s t u d i e s o f e d u c a t i o n a m o n g 
u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d g r o u p s in o u r soc ie ty ) , 
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i n d i v i d u a l f a m i l i e s o r J e w s c o u l d r e a c h 
o u t t o c o u n t e r p a r t f a m i l i e s o r p e r s o n s in 
t h e s a m e n e i g h b o r h o o d , s o c i o - e c o n o m i c 
b r a c k e t , o r p r o f e s s i o n a l g r o u p to e x p l o r e 
a n d s h a r e J e w i s h fe l lowship a n d e x p e r i 
e n c e s . 

T h e s t r a t e g y o f o u t r e a c h t h a t w e h a v e 
b e e n d i s c u s s i n g is, o f c o u r s e , f o c u s e d o n 
t h o s e J e w i s h f a m i l i e s a n d i n d i v i d u a l s 
w h o s e socia l a n d c u l t u r a l b o n d s t o t h e 
J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y a r e w e a k e s t . B u t t h i s 
a p p r o a c h , it is i m p o r t a n t t o p o i n t o u t , 
will b e e f f ec t i ve o n l y in so f a r as t h e r e is a 
s i m u l t a n e o u s e f f o r t t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e 
n o r m a t i v e b a s e o f o u r i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d t o 
d e e p e n t h e c u l t u r a l c o m m i t m e n t s o f o u r 
c o r e lay a n d p r o f e s s i o n a l l e a d e r s h i p . If 
f o r t h e first h a l f o f t h i s c e n t u r y t h e " s e r v 
i c e " i d e o l o g y d o m i n a t e d c o m m u n a l 
J e w i s h t h i n k i n g , in o u r p r e s e n t p h a s e o f 
e v o l u t i o n as a c o m m u n i t y , t h e n e e d is f o r 
t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n , a n d g r e a t e r e x p r e s s i o n 
of, o u r u n i q u e social a n d c u l t u r a l i d e n 
t i ty. A c h i e v i n g t h i s a t t h e p e r i p h e r y o f 
o u r c o m m u n i t y m u s t c o m m e n c e a t i ts 
c o r e . T h a t is h o w t h e d y n a m i c o f c o m 
m u n i t y r e g e n e r a t i o n , o r t o u s e o u r t e r m , 
" o u t r e a c h " , w o r k s . So t h e c o r e m u s t b e 
s t r e n g t h e n e d a n d e x p a n d e d to e n a b l e 
" o u t r e a c h " , f i r s t t o i n d i v i d u a l s a n d 
f ami l i e s o u t s i d e , b u t a d j a c e n t t o t h o s e 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , a n d h o p e f u l l y in t h e m o r e 
d i f f i cu l t a n d s e c o n d p h a s e , e v e n to t h o s e 
n o t i m m e d i a t e l y access ib l e t o o u r i n s t i t u 
t i o n s , p e r h a p s u l t i m a t e l y , e v e n t h o s e l o 
c a t e d in t h e n e u t r a l soc ie ty . 

F ina l ly , a c h i e v i n g s u c c e s s f u l o u t r e a c h , 
in m y v iew, a l so r e q u i r e s a n e f f o r t t o 
m o d i f y t h e l a r g e r c o n t e x t in w h i c h o u r 
c o m m u n i t y ex i s t s a n d in w h i c h w e live as 
A m e r i c a n s . O u r s is a p l u r a l i s t soc ie ty . 
P l u r a l i s m a s s e r t s t h a t w h i l e p a r t i c i p a t i n g 
in t h e d y n a m i c s o f A m e r i c a n l i fe , all 
g r o u p s c a n a n d s h o u l d m a i n t a i n t h e m 
se lves as g r o u p s . H o w e v e r , as t h e c o n 
c e p t o f p l u r a l i s m h a s w o r k e d o u t , it h a s 
b e e n m o r e structural, t h a n cultural, i .e . , it 
h a s a l l o w e d f o r g r o u p s t o c r e a t e t h e i r 
o w n n e t w o r k o f s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , 

m i n i m i z i n g t h e p r e s s u r e s f o r m a s s i v e as 
s i m i l a t i o n . B u t e x t e n s i v e a n d i n t e n s i v e 
a c c u l t u r a t i o n h a s t a k e n p l a c e , p a r t i c u 
la r ly a m o n g J e w s . 

I a m s u g g e s t i n g t h a t t h e J e w i s h c o m 
m u n i t y o p t fo r w h a t I cal l maximum cul
tural pluralism, t h e c r e a t i o n o f a t r u e a n d 
a u t h e n t i c c u l t u r a l p l u r a l i s t s o c i e t y , i n 
w h i c h all g r o u p s c a n ful ly c u l t i v a t e a n d 
f o s t e r t h e i r o w n u n i q u e n o r m s , v a l u e s 
a n d c u l t u r e s , t h e fu l les t e x p r e s s i o n o f 
t h e i r d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s . I b e l i e v e A m e r i c a 
c a n b e o p e n e d f o r s u c h a c h a n g e , f o r t h e 
e x p a n s i o n o f t h e p a r a m e t e r s o f e x p r e s 
s i on f o r all g r o u p s in t h e soc ie ty . W i t h i n 
t h i s n e w c o n t e x t , I w o u l d a d v o c a t e w h a t I 
cal l , the celebration of Jewish distinctiveness. 

By th i s I m e a n t h a t t h e J e w i s h c o m 
m u n i t y , i n m a n i f o l d w a y s , m a k e s u s e of, 
a n d c r e a t e s a p p r o p r i a t e o c c a s i o n s t o 
e m p h a s i z e j o y f u l l y t h e u n i q u e n e s s o f o u r 
f a i t h , c u l t u r e , a n d c o m m u n i t y . S u c h 
c e l e b r a t i o n s c a n h i g h l i g h t in t h e m o s t 
p o s i t i v e a n d a t t r a c t i v e w a y s o u r d i s t i n c 
t i v e n e s s a n d t h e r e b y c r e a t e a c l i m a t e a n d 
m o o d c o n d u c i v e t o a c c e p t a n c e of, a n d 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n a n d u n i o n w i t h , t h e J e w i s h 
c o m m u n i t y . I a m f u r t h e r a s s e r t i n g t h a t 
t h e s e c e l e b r a t i o n s o f J e w i s h d i s t i n c t i v e 
n e s s , i m p o r t a n t as t h e y m a y b e w i t h i n t h e 
J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y , i n t h e h o m e , 
s y n a g o g u e , C e n t e r , F e d e r a t i o n b o a r d 
r o o m , s h o u l d n o t b e c o n f i n e d t h e r e . I n 
d e e d , t o b e e f f ec t ive f o r o u r p u r p o s e s , 
t h e y m u s t a l so t a k e p l a c e in t h e g e n e r a l 
d o m a i n o f A m e r i c a n c u l t u r e a n d l ife, 
w h e r e t h e p e r i p h e r a l J e w s t h a t w e a r e 
t r y i n g t o r e a c h c a n g e t t h e m e s s a g e . 
S o m e ac t iv i t ies o f th i s t y p e f u n c t i o n t o 
l e g i t i m a t e J e w i s h n e s s . F o r e x a m p l e , 
J e w i s h s t u d i e s p r o g r a m s in c o l l e g e s a n d 
u n i v e r s i t i e s , a n d e v e n h i g h s c h o o l s , a s i d e 
f r o m p r o m o t i n g J e w i s h s c h o l a r s h i p , g ive 
s t a t u s t o J e w i s h s t u d i e s a n d i n d i r e c t l y t o 
J e w i s h l ife, e v e n f o r t h o s e o n t h e c a m p u s 
w h o d o n o t a t t e n d t h e s e p r o g r a m s . O n 
a n o t h e r level , p u b l i c m a n i f e s t a t i o n s o f 
r e l i g i o u s a n d n a t i o n a l c e l e b r a t i o n s , 
g o i n g to t h e s t r e e t a n d / o r m e d i a , s t i m u -
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la te a n d h e i g h t e n p u b l i c J e w i s h c o n 
s c i o u s n e s s a n d e n a b l e s o m e J e w s to re
d i s c o v e r sparks o f t h e i r o w n pintele Yid. 
T h e u s e o f the publ i c m e d i a in d r a m a t i c 
w a y s a r o u n d J e w i s h o c c a s i o n s a n d p e r 
s o n a l i t i e s f o r t h e p o p u l a r i z a t i o n o f 
J e w i s h c u l t u r e u n d o u b t e d l y s t r e n g t h e n s 
t h e c o m m i t m e n t o f t h e c o m m i t t e d , but it 
c a n a l s o s p i l l o v e r f o r t h o s e o n l y 
p e r i p h e r a l l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h J e w i s h 
m e d i u m s . 

N e e d l e s s to say, J e w i s h d i s t inc t iveness 
d o e s n o t c o m e in o n e m o d e l . T h u s , c o n 
g r u e n t w i t h m a x i m u m c u l t u r a l 
p lura l i sm in the A m e r i c a n c o m m u n i t y , 
t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y m u s t s imi lar ly 
m a k e r o o m a n d a l low for d ivers i ty a n d 
p l u r a l i s m internal ly . 

In e s s e n c e , b e c a u s e o u r s is n o w a vol
u n t a r y c o m m u n i t y , m e m b e r s h i p can n o 
l o n g e r be a s s u r e d by the e x t e r n a l c o n 
straints that historical ly f o r c e d t h e J e w t o 
r e m a i n in t h e fo ld . J e w s as J e w s a re n o w 
m o r e t h a n e v e r b e f o r e i n n e r , n o t o u t e r , 
d i r e c t e d . T h e set o f c o m m i t m e n t s to 
k e e p J e w s J e w i s h m u s t necessar i ly t h e r e 
f o r e be in terna l , b a s e d o n a h e i g h t e n e d 
a w a r e n e s s o f o u r d i s t inc t iveness , a n d a 
c e l e b r a t i o n o f it as a pr ice less a n d g lor i 
o u s l ife style. 

F r o m a t h e o l o g i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e , the 
J e w s w e r e d e s t i n e d t o surv ive in all t i m e s 
a n d in all c o u n t r i e s , e v e n t h e o p e n , 
e g a l i t a r i a n , f r e e D i a s p o r a s o c i e t y in 
w h i c h w e n o w l ive. A n d it is n o t o n l y w e 
in t h e U n i t e d States w h o are f a c i n g s u c h 
radical a n d u n p r e c e d e n t e d c h a l l e n g e s to 
J e w i s h survival . S o are t h e o t h e r J e w r i e s 
o f the w e s t e r n w o r l d w h e r e i n t e r m a r 
r iage is a l so r a m p a n t . T h u s , o u r c o n 
s truc t ion o f n e w m o d e l s f o r J e w i s h f u n c 
t i o n i n g a n d r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , a n d r e 
a r r a n g e m e n t o f a s p e c t s o f o u r c o m 
m u n a l m a c h i n e r y a n d p r o g r a m s , if suc 
cess fu l , can be e x p o r t e d to serve t h e m , 
j u s t as w e h a v e e a r l i e r s e r v e d t h e m 
t h r o u g h o u r h u g e e x p e n d i t u r e o f re
s o u r c e s f o r w e l f a r e a n d mater ia l assist
a n c e . 

W e in t h e s e U n i t e d States , e v e n as w e 
r e s p o n d with fantast ic g e n e r o s i t y a n d 
f idel ity to Israel , n e e d also to r e s p o n d to 
o u r o w n n u m b e r o n e d o m e s t i c p r o b l e m , 
the subtly d i s m e m b e r i n g p h e n o m e n a o f 
J e w i s h e x o g a m y , J e w i s h i n t e r m a r r i a g e . 
O t h e r w i s e , o u r J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y , the 
arsenal a n d treasury for in t erna t iona l 
J e w i s h c i v i l i z a t i o n , m a y a l so s t u m b l e . 
T h e task is i n d e e d f o r m i d a b l e , but the 
s takes are J e w i s h p e o p l e h o o d . W e d a r e 
not falter. 
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Introduction 

T E W T S H c o m m u n a l s e r v i c e is b e i n g 
I c h a l l e n g e d to p r o v e its v a l u e to the 

J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y 1 at the very t i m e that 
t h e p r o f e s s i o n o f social work is a t t e m p t 
i n g to r e o r d e r its theore t i ca l base . T h e 
p r o f e s s i o n h a s b e e n c o n f r o n t e d w i t h 
n e w i d e o l o g i e s w h i c h ask it to b e m o r e 
"re levant" a n d to shift its f o c u s f r o m 
t r e a t m e n t o f the i n d i v i d u a l to m o d i f i c a 
t ion o f t h e social s y s t e m . 2 In a s e n s e , 
J e w i s h social w o r k is f a c e d wi th a s imi lar 
c h a l l e n g e . In t h e m i d s t o f its e f for t s to 
a b s o r b n e w t h e o r i e s in to its m e t h o d o l 
o g y , it is b e i n g p r e s s e d to i n f u s e in to 
pract ice a c o m m u n a l c o n c e r n for J e w i s h 
i d e n t i t y a n d c o n t i n u i t y . U s i n g t h e 
m e t a p h o r o f a c h o c o l a t e cake , S a m u e l 
S i l b e r m a n states that w e will h a v e to 
w r i t e a " r e c i p e " f o r t h e " c h o c o l a t e " 
w h i c h will be "separable , vis ible, d e f i n a 
ble , contro l lab le , c a p a b l e o f b e i n g t e s t ed 
a n d e v a l u a t e d " . 3 W h e t h e r J e w i s h social 
w o r k , o r a n y a r e a o f p r a c t i c e in t h e 
h u m a n services , can a c h i e v e that level o f 
prec i s i on m a y b e o p e n to q u e s t i o n . Yet , 
w e c a n n o t reject o u r respons ib i l i ty f o r 
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y 4 to the J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y 
w h i c h m a k e s o u r pract ice poss ib le . W e 
can b e g i n to a p p r o a c h S i lberman' s e x 
p e c t a t i o n s o n l y as w e c a n d e v e l o p a 
theore t i ca l base r o o t e d b o t h in va lues 

* Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Na
tional Conference of Jewish Communal Service, 
San Francisco, J u n e 2, 1974. 

1 Samuel J. S i lberman, 'Jewish C o m m u n a l 
S e r v i c e — T h e S h a p i n g o f a Profess ion", this 

fournal, Vol. XLIX, No. 1 (Sept. 1972), p. 19. 
2 Harry Specht "The Deprofessionalization of 

Social Work", Social Work, Vol. 17, No. 2, (March 
1972), pp 3-15. 

3 Samuel J. Silberman, op. cit., p. 19. 

a n d in k n o w l e d g e , w h i c h d e f i n e s o u r 
p u r p o s e s , ident i f i e s the spec i f ic g o a l s w e 
seek , the m e t h o d s by w h i c h w e h o p e t o 
attain t h e m a n d a way o f e v a l u a t i n g t h e 
d e g r e e to w h i c h w e a c h i e v e t h e m . 

Purpose of Social Work 

D e v e l o p m e n t o f s u c h a t h e o r e t i c a l 
base is a n e n o r m o u s task, part icular ly 
s ince w e m u s t t u r n to o t h e r s o u r c e s for 
m u c h o f o u r k n o w l e d g e . W h i l e g e n e r a l 
social w o r k t h e o r y has , as w e shall s e e , 
m u c h to o f f e r that c a n be h e l p f u l , it is n o t 
ful ly a d e q u a t e to m e e t t h o s e n e e d s o f 
J e w i s h social serv ice w h i c h are u n i q u e . 
A s yet , social w o r k has n o t b e e n able to 
a c h i e v e a u n i f i e d theore t i ca l base accept 
able to all. Social work t h e o r y is in f lu 
e n c e d by m a n y factors; its v a l u e s a n d 
p u r p o s e , the basic c o n c e p t i o n o f m a n 
a n d his re la t ions to n a t u r e a n d soc iety , 
the state o f k n o w l e d g e in the re la ted sci
e n c e s , the n a t u r e o f t h e spec i f ic c l ients 
a n d e v e n t s wi th w h i c h t h e prac t i t i oner 
w o r k s , the tasks h e u n d e r t a k e s a n d the 
society a n d a g e n c i e s t h r o u g h w h i c h h e 
w o r k s . T h o s e w h o w o u l d d e f i n e a u-
ni f ied t h e o r y for all o f social work o f t e n 
o v e r l o o k the t r e m e n d o u s variability in 
e a c h o n e o f the factors l isted a b o v e . T h e y 
fail a l so to a p p r e c i a t e the potent ia l r ich
n e s s in d ivers i ty . D i f f e r e n c e s can lead to 
the k inds o f q u e s t i o n s w h i c h press o u t 
w a r d t h e b o u n d a r i e s o f t h e u n k n o w n . 

4 For a discussion of accountability see: Emanuel 
T r o p p , "Expectation, Performance and Accounta
bility", Social Work, Vol. 19, No. 2, (March 1974), 
pp. 139-148; E. Newman and J. T u r e m , "The 
Crisis of Accountability", Social Work, Vol. 19, No. 1 
(January 1974), pp. 5-18; George Hoshino, "Social 
Services, the Problem of Accountability", The Social 
Service Review, Vol. 47, No. 3 (September 1973), pp 
373-383 . 
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