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". . . I found what is in my opinion a very important difference between your country and the 
Soviet Union. In your country, as a rule, a man is believed on his word and very often no 
documents are required from him to prove the truth of his words". 

T h e R u s s i a n J e w — 
Ear ly E x o d u s W e s t 

TH E 2 0 t h c e n t u r y b e g a n wi th t h e 
m a s s e x o d u s o f J e w s f r o m Czarist 

Russ ia to t h e U n i t e d States . T h e y arr ived 
in haste , f o r c e d f r o m t h e i r h o m e s by u n ­
bearab le c o n d i t i o n s a n d p e r s e c u t i o n . It 
was a n e x o d u s that was to s p r e a d all o v e r 
Eas tern E u r o p e a n d its p a s s w o r d b e c a m e 
"on to t h e g o l d e n a land ." It was a lso 
main ly a m o v e m e n t o f p o o r p e o p l e . 

Hias , historical ly , is t h e c r e a t i o n o f 
t h o s e Russ ian J e w s w h o b e g a n p o u r i n g 
in to A m e r i c a f o l l o w i n g the last 
n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y officially s p o n s o r e d 
p o g r o m s o f the Czarist r e g i m e . It was 
f o u n d e d b e c a u s e t h e l a r g e n u m b e r s 
c o m i n g n e e d e d h e l p a n d n o k i n d o f ser­
vice was b e i n g g i v e n . 

W i t h t h e arrival o f t h e first Russ ian 
J e w s at Cast le G a r d e n , t h e g r o u p k n o w n 
as the H e b r e w She l t er , a n d later H i a s , 
p r o v i d e d m e a l s , carfare a n d adv ice o n 
w h e r e to l ive a n d w o r k a l o n g wi th a 
twe lve do l lar sui t o f c l o t h i n g for e v e r y 
a d u l t m a l e . 

W h e n i m m i g r a n t r e c e p t i o n sh i f t ed to 
Ellis I s land , Hias was t h e r e to w e l c o m e 
t h e n e w arrivals, p r e v e n t d e p o r t a t i o n s 
a n d locate relat ives . It a l so ran a n unof f i ­
cial e m p l o y m e n t service . T h e city ed i ­
t ions o f the E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e p a p e r s 
w e r e b r o u g h t to Hias off ices w h e r e 
m e m b e r s o f t h e b o a r d s tayed u p all n i g h t 

s c a n n i n g the want ads to advise i m ­
m i g r a n t s in t h e early m o r n i n g h o u r s o n 
w h e r e to g e t work . 

T h r o u g h Hias e f for t s , k o s h e r f o o d 
was m a d e avai lable o n Ellis I s land , as 
w e r e daily re l i g ious serv ices . H i a s -
s p o n s o r e d P a s s o v e r s e d e r s o n Ellis Is­
l a n d b e c a m e a n o t e w o r t h y e v e n t at­
t e n d e d by c o m m u n i t y l e a d e r s . 

B e t w e e n 1 8 8 1 a n d 1 9 2 0 , two mi l l ion 
J e w s c a m e to the U n i t e d S t a t e s . 1 M o s t o f 
t h e m w e r e h e l p e d wi th o n e o r m o r e o f 
t h e m a n y m i g r a t i o n a n d r e s e t t l e m e n t 
serv ices o f H i a s , w h i c h d e v e l o p e d a p r o ­
fess iona l staff, s u p p o r t e d a n d financed 
by t h e A m e r i c a n J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y . 
T h i s h e l p a l so c a m e f r o m t h o s e very 
s a m e early Russ ian i m m i g r a n t s w h o 
j o i n e d t h e m in s u p p o r t i n g this e f for t . It 
is this A m e r i c a n c o m m u n i t y , largely o f 
Russ ian nat iona l o r i g i n , w h i c h has g i v e n 
g e n e r o u s l y to the State o f Israel , n e e d y 
J e w s t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d , a n d to the 
s u p p o r t o f t h e e m i g r a t i o n n o w tak ing 
p lace f r o m that s a m e part o f the w o r l d . 

T o d a y , as in 1 8 8 4 , in a n i rony o f h is ­
tory, Hias is a g a i n r e p e a t i n g its ear l i er 
i n v o l v e m e n t s wi th t h e J e w s o f Eas tern 
E u r o p e . For tunate ly , t h e w o r l d J e w i s h 
c o m m u n i t y t o d a y is be t ter o r g a n i z e d 
t h a n it was w h e n o u r p a r e n t s a n d g r a n d ­
p a r e n t s c a m e . 

T o u n d e r s t a n d w h a t t h e r e s e t t l e m e n t 
o f Sov ie t J e w s m e a n s to t h e A m e r i c a n 
J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y today , w e n o t e first 

1 Mark Wischnitzer, Visas to Freedom, New 
York: T h e World Publishing Co., 1956, 32. 
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t h e i r n u m b e r s . T h e r e are b e t w e e n t w o -
a n d - o n e - h a l f a n d poss ibly t h r e e mi l l i on 
J e w s in the Sov ie t U n i o n . In t h e past 
several years , o n e h u n d r e d t h o u s a n d 
J e w s h a v e left t h e S o v i e t U n i o n . O f t h e s e , 
the vast majori ty , o v e r n i n e t y t h o u s a n d , 
h a v e e m i g r a t e d to Israel . A b o u t e i g h t y -
five h u n d r e d h a v e c o m e t o the U n i t e d 
States , C a n a d a , Austra l ia , N e w Zea land 
a n d W e s t e r n E u r o p e . Hias assists t h o s e 
i m m i g r a t i n g to c o u n t r i e s o t h e r t h a n Is­
rael . T h e J e w i s h A g e n c y , o p e r a t i n g o u t 
o f J e r u s a l e m , br ings t h e m to Israel . 

T h e S o v i e t J e w — S o m e 
H i s t o r i c a l P e r s p e c t i v e 

T h e Czar's p o g r o m s b r o u g h t t h e J e w s 
o f Russ ia to o u r d o o r s a n d t h e B o l s h e ­
vik R e v o l u t i o n that f o l l o w e d carr i ed 
w i t h it h o p e a n d equal i ty f o r all. U n f o r ­
tunate ly , this was n o t t o be , e spec ia l ly 
r e g a r d i n g t h e Soviet's J e w i s h p o p u l a ­
t ion . F r o m its early b e g i n n i n g s , t h e 
Sov ie t g o v e r n m e n t i m p o s e d restr ic t ions 
o n its J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n in t h e g u i s e o f 
f o r c e d ass imi la t ion . T h e pr ice for n o t as ­
s imi la t ing was o f t e n h a r a s s m e n t , trials, 
t h e c l o s i n g o f s y n a g o g u e s , s o m e t i m e s 
i m p r i s o n m e n t a n d d e a t h . T h e sys temat i c 
e l i m i n a t i o n o f J e w i s h c u l t u r e a n d 
J u d a i s m was c learly t h e goa l . Yet , w e wit­
n e s s in p r e s e n t day Sov ie t Russ ia , m a n y 
n a t i o n a l g r o u p s w h o are p e r m i t t e d to 
m a i n t a i n the ir o w n republ i c s , s c h o o l s , 
n e w s p a p e r s a n d thea ters . T h a t is, w i th 
t h e e x c e p t i o n o f its J e w s , w h o , Sov ie t 
off icials insist , w e r e n o t i n t e r e s t e d in 
p u r s u i n g t h e i r o w n n a t i o n a l a n d reli­
g i o u s cu l ture . 

Z i o n i s m , c r e a t i n g t h e State o f Israel , 
b e c a m e a g o o d r e a s o n f o r e x c l u d i n g J e w s 
f r o m i m p o r t a n t p o s i t i o n s in g o v e r n ­
m e n t , t h e party a n d t h e d i p l o m a t i c 
c o r p s . I n h e r e n t in this r e a s o n i n g is t h e 
v iew that wi th t h e e x i s t e n c e o f Israel , 
t h e r e is potent ia l for n e w loyal t ies . 
T h e r e f o r e , t h e J e w c a n n o t b e t rus t ed b e ­
c a u s e h e m a y b e a Zionist . 

T h e r e is n o d o u b t that t h e Israel i vic­

tory in the s ix -day war o f 1 9 6 7 , g a v e i m ­
p e t u s t o t h e Sov ie t -Jewish activist m o v e ­
m e n t . It c o n t r i b u t e d direct ly t o t h e 
Sov ie t g o v e r n m e n t ' s ant i - semit ic s tance , 
w h e n in t h e f o l l o w i n g year , 1 9 6 8 , t h e r e 
was a drast ic d e c l i n e in the n u m b e r o f 
J e w s p e r m i t t e d into ins t i tu t ions o f 
h i g h e r l e a r n i n g . S ince that year , t h e r e is 
c lear e v i d e n c e o f a t i g h t e n i n g o f t h e 
q u o t a s y s t e m in univers i ty a d m i s s i o n s 
a n d a n e v e n m o r e d r a m a t i c d r o p in t h e 
n u m b e r o f J e w s a m o n g p o s t - g r a d u a t e 
s t u d e n t s . F o r t h o s e Sov ie t J e w s w h o built 
t h e i r l ives o n p r o f e s s i o n a l a c h i e v e m e n t , 
it is c l ear that t h e f u t u r e o f the ir s o n s a n d 
d a u g h t e r s is at s take. 

E v i d e n c e o f l ife in t h e Soviet U n i o n 
n o w avai lable to us , t h r o u g h v ict ims a n d 
t h e i r wr i t ings , ind ica te that Ant i -
S e m i t i s m p e r v a d e s every level o f Soviet 
soc ie ty . T h i s , c o u p l e d w i t h a repres s ive 
r e g i m e , a n d t h e h a r s h p e n a l t i e s for 
s p e a k i n g o u t , are t h e in terna l p r e s s u r e s a 
Sov ie t J e w is f o r c e d t o l ive w i th . A d d e d to 
t h e s e , are the w o r l d - w i d e c a m p a i g n s f o r 
his r ight to e m i g r a t e w h i c h a r o u s e s his 
o w n c o n s c i o u s n e s s as a J e w . 

E x o d u s W e s t — W h o H e I s 
a n d W h y H e H a s C o m e 

T h e Sov ie t J e w w h o c h o o s e s t o e m i ­
gra te d o e s so for a variety o f r e a s o n s : 

H i s c o n s c i o u s n e s s as a J e w has b e e n 
ra i sed by t h o s e d i s s idents w h o r i sked pri­
s o n s a n d labor c a m p s to d e m a n d the ir 
r ights to e m i g r a t e . 

T h e f u t u r e f o r his c h i l d r e n is an u n ­
certa in o n e . 

H e w a n t s a b e t t e r l ife in a soc iety less 
o p p r e s s i v e t h a n t h e o n e h e has k n o w n . 

H e e m i g r a t e s f o r re l i g ious r e a s o n s . 
H e e m i g r a t e s for a n e w life as a J e w . 
U n l i k e t h e ear l i er e x o d u s f r o m Russia, , 

this is n o t a m o v e m e n t main ly o f p o o r 
p e o p l e . I n fact, l arge n u m b e r s g a v e u p 
m a n y c o m f o r t s by Sov ie t s t a n d a r d s , for 
t h e r ight to e m i g r a t e . 

S e v e n t y p e r c e n t o f t h o s e w h o w e n t to 
t h e wes t a n d to Israel are a c a d e m i c s , p r o -
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fess ionals , a n d w h i t e col lar . Un ivers i ty -
e d u c a t e d a n d h i g h l y t ra ined , t h e y h a v e 
g i v e n u p a fami l iar l a n g u a g e , c u l t u r e a n d 
a w a y o f l ife that at least o f f e r e d t h e m the 
basic necess i t i e s o f j o b s , h o u s i n g , f o o d 
a n d m e d i c a l care for a f u t u r e o f u n ­
certainty . 

T h e Sov ie t J e w , u n l i k e the r e f u g e e s o f 
W o r l d W a r II o r the N o r t h A f r i c a n J e w , 
h a s m a d e t h e d e c i s i o n to s t r u g g l e to 
emigrate . T o apply for an exi t visa, h e has 
w i t h s t o o d j o b loss , o s t rac i sm, h a r a s s m e n t 
a n d s o m e t i m e s i m p r i s o n m e n t . T h e dec i ­
s i on to a p p l y for a n e x i t visa c a n o n l y be 
v i e w e d as a very c o u r a g e o u s act w h i c h 
will a f fect t h e rest o f his l i fe . 

M o s t S o v i e t J e w s p e r m i t t e d to l eave 
h a v e ex i t p e r m i t s s t a m p e d "Israel" a n d 
t h e y travel to a transit c o u n t r y . I n this 
ins tance , Aus tr ia first. F r o m t h e r e , m o s t 
g o to Israel . B u t s o m e ind ica te that t h e y 
p r e f e r to g o e l s e w h e r e a n d are r e f e r r e d 
t o Hias by t h e J e w i s h A g e n c y . Family 
r e u n i o n , lack o f d e e p J e w i s h ident i ty , t h e 
fear o f war , a n d c l imate are all g i v e n as 
r e a s o n s to l ive in a c o u n t r y o t h e r t h a n 
Israel . F o r o t h e r s , t h e r e is still t h e d r e a m 
o f the " g o l d e n a land" ca l l ed A m e r i c a . 

A N e w L i f e i n t h e U . S . — 
C u l t u r a l C o n f l i c t s 

E i g h t y - e i g h t J e w i s h c o m m u n i t i e s in 
t h e U n i t e d States part ic ipate in t h e re­
s e t t l e m e n t o f Sov ie t J e w s . N e w Y o r k City 
is t h e d e s t i n a t i o n for c lo se to fifty p e r c e n t 
o f t h o s e arr iv ing . T h r o u g h the financial 
a id o f t h e U n i t e d J e w i s h A p p e a l a n d t h e 
J e w i s h F e d e r a t i o n s a n d W e l f a r e F u n d s , 
the family a g e n c i e s , t h e N e w Y o r k A s ­
soc ia t ion for N e w A m e r i c a n s a n d the 
J e w i s h o c c u p a t i o n a l services p r o v i d e 
p r o g r a m s w h i c h i n c l u d e h o u s i n g , E n ­
gl ish l a n g u a g e ins truc t ion , vocat iona l 
services , h e a l t h care , day-care , J e w i s h 
e d u c a t i o n , s y n a g o g u e a n d J e w i s h C e n t e r 
m e m b e r s h i p . 

V o l u n t e e r s , t h e l ia i son to t h e c o m ­
m u n i t y , are b e i n g u s e d in r e s e t t l e m e n t 
p r o g r a m s wi th success . T h e y are part icu­

larly e f fec t ive in h e l p i n g to facil itate so ­
cial i n t e g r a t i o n by p r o v i d i n g the e x t r a s 
t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l s c a n n o t , s u c h as in ­
v i tat ions t o d i n n e r , s h o p p i n g trips, t ips 
o n paroch ia l s c h o o l e n r o l l m e n t , 
a p a r t m e n t - f i n d i n g , E n g l i s h "Ulpans" , vi­
sits to basebal l g a m e s a n d social e v e n t s , 
a n d h e l p wi th r e s o u r c e s for s c h o l a r s h i p s 
a n d univers i ty a d m i s s i o n s . T h e m o s t ef­
fect ive v o l u n t e e r is o n e w h o has b e e n 
i n v o l v e d in the b e g i n n i n g in p l a n n i n g f o r 
all p h a s e s o f t h e r e s e t t l e m e n t p r o g r a m . 

I n all s i tuat ions , af ter arrival in t h e 
c o m m u n i t y o f r e s e t t l e m e n t , the i m ­
m i g r a n t n e e d s t h e s u p p o r t i v e services o f 
the local J e w i s h family a g e n c y a n d t h e 
J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y if r e s e t t l e m e n t is to 
s u c c e e d . 

M o s t a g e n c i e s across t h e c o u n t r y in­
d icate e n c o u r a g i n g results albeit w i th 
g r o w i n g p a i n s f o r all c o n c e r n e d . 

T h e r e is a d ivers i ty in a p p r o a c h in t h e 
r e s e t t l e m e n t o f fami l ies s h o w i n g a w i d e 
variety o f innovat ive p r o g r a m s d e s i g n e d 
to e a s e the diff icult first m o n t h s . 

T h e N e w Y o r k A s s o c i a t i o n f o r N e w 
A m e r i c a n s r e p o r t s that t h e care a n d 
m a i n t e n a n c e o f a fami ly o f f o u r for a 
p e r i o d b e t w e e n f o u r a n d six m o n t h s , re ­
q u i r e s f o u r t h o u s a n d dol lars . T h e na ­
t ional a v e r a g e costs for t h e s a m e t i m e 
s p a n is r u n n i n g sl ightly b e l o w that 
f igure . 

T h e d o w n t u r n in the e c o n o m y has h a d 
s o m e i m p a c t o n B o s t o n , P h i l a d e l p h i a , 
W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . a n d o t h e r cities w h o 
h a v e r e p o r t e d that "lay-offs" are o c c u r ­
r i n g a n d fami l i e s h a v e r e t u r n e d for h e l p . 
T h i s d o e s n o t a p p e a r to b e w i d e - s p r e a d 
at this t i m e . A l s o r e p o r t e d , are i so la ted 
cases o f t h o s e w h o h a v e lost j o b s b e c a u s e 
o f the reces s ion a n d w h o qualify for a n d 
rece ive u n e m p l o y m e n t benef i t s . 

T h e a d j u s t m e n t p r o b l e m s for t h e s e 
n e w A m e r i c a n s are u n i q u e . U n l i k e t h o s e 
ear l i er set t lers f r o m Czarist Russ ia , a n 
u n u s u a l l y l arge n u m b e r are p r o f e s s i o n ­
als a n d a c a d e m i c s . T h e l i c e n s i n g o f p r o ­
fess ionals , l ike phys ic ians , p o s e s s e r i o u s 
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p r o b l e m s b e c a u s e t h e y h a v e to pass 
r i g o r o u s e x a m i n a t i o n s in E n g l i s h a n d 
b e c a u s e m a n y h a v e b e e n o u t o f g r a d u a t e 
s c h o o l s for s o m e years . I a m sorry t o say 
t h e r e has b e e n n o m a s s i v e c o m m i t m e n t 
to i n v o l v e t h e loca l J e w i s h m e d i c a l c o m ­
m u n i t y to h e l p t h o s e d o c t o r s c o n t i n u e 
t h e i r pract ice o f m e d i c i n e in t h e U n i t e d 
States . 

O t h e r p r o f e s s i o n a l s are a n x i o u s to 
m a k e t h e t rans i t ion to t h e leve l o f j o b s 
p r e v i o u s l y h e l d in t h e S o v i e t U n i o n . Al ­
t h o u g h m o s t c a n n o t s p e a k E n g l i s h , t h e y 
are re luc tant to take e m p l o y m e n t at w h a t 
t h e y v i ew as less t h a n w h a t t h e y h a d in 
t h e Sov ie t U n i o n . I f a p e r s o n accepts t h e 
first j o b o f f e r e d , f r o m his Sov ie t p o i n t -
o f -v i ew , h e wil l n o t b e ab le to m o v e u p ­
w a r d s o u t o f it. T h e r e f o r e , t h e s e n e w ­
c o m e r s n e e d care fu l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n in 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n 
h o w w e d o t h i n g s h e r e a n d w h a t o n c e was 
t rue f o r t h e m in the S o v i e t U n i o n . 

W e h a v e o f t e n h e a r d that t h e Soviet 
J e w is m o r e Sov ie t t h a n J e w . S i n g l e d o u t 
for b e i n g J e w i s h in t h e S o v i e t U n i o n , 
o f t e n h e is a w a r e that h e is a d i s a p p o i n t ­
m e n t to t h o s e h e l p i n g h i m n o w b e c a u s e 
h e is n o t J e w i s h e n o u g h . M a n y o f o u r 
r e l i g i o u s ins t i tu t ions h a v e n o t b e g u n to 
u n d e r s t a n d o r d e a l w i t h the ir o w n a m ­
b i v a l e n c e in the ir r e s p o n s e to t h e lack o f 
J e w i s h ident i f i ca t ion o f t h e Sov ie t J e w s in 
the ir c o m m u n i t i e s . Yet , recent ly in 
B r o o k l y n , the L u b a v i t c h e r c o m m u n i t y 
inv i ted a n d w e l c o m e d o v e r 2 , 5 0 0 Sov ie t 
J e w s w h o par t i c ipa ted in P u r i m 
fest ivit ies . Sure ly an i n d i c a t i o n that t h e 
Sov ie t J e w is s e a r c h i n g for that "identi -
ty-" 

F r e e d o m o f c h o i c e a b o u t w h e r e to l ive, 
w h a t s c h o o l s to a t t e n d , w h a t to read a n d 
w h a t to buy are t h i n g s A m e r i c a n s take 
for g r a n t e d . T h e s e s a m e c h o i c e s can , in 
the b e g i n n i n g , o v e r w h e l m the i m ­
m i g r a n t w h o has n o t e x p e r i e n c e d t h e s e 
f r e e d o m s . 

L o o k i n g for a j o b in a c o m p e t i t i v e 
m a r k e t m e a n s i n t e r v i e w s a n d r e s u m e s . 

R e s u m e s m e a n "put t ing t h i n g s d o w n o n 
p a p e r " w h i c h c a n b e u s e d aga ins t s o m e ­
o n e . I n s o m e ins tances , t h e i m m i g r a n t 
d e c i d e s to g e t a r o u n d t h e p r o b l e m by 
o f f e r i n g little o r n o i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t 
his skills a n d h imse l f . Later , h e c a n n o t 
c o m p r e h e n d w h y h e is n o t ca l led f o r a n 
in terv iew. 

S o m e i m m i g r a n t s , w h e n l iv ing in the 
Sov ie t U n i o n , w e r e able to a f f o r d the 
"extras" in t h e i r l ives by " m o o n l i g h t i n g " 
w h i c h u n d e r S o v i e t law c a n b e inter ­
p r e t e d as "specu la t ion" a n d carries 
pena l t i e s . T h e r e f o r e , t h e r e m a y b e re­
s i s tance to l e a r n i n g a b o u t b a n k s , sav­
i n g s a n d c h e c k i n g a c c o u n t s . C a s h trans­
ac t ions w e r e c o n s i d e r e d p r e f e r a b l e in 
the S o v i e t U n i o n as t h e y c a n n o t b e t r a c e d 
by off ic ials a s k i n g q u e s t i o n s . 

S o m e o f t h e dif f icult ies t h e Sov ie t J e w s 
are e n c o u n t e r i n g s t e m f r o m t h e basic 
d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n o u r t w o s y s t e m s o f 
g o v e r n m e n t a n d h o w t h i n g s ge t d o n e . 
For e x a m p l e , t h e " u n k n o w n s " to t h e 
Sov ie t J e w are: o u r stress o n in­
d e p e n d e n c e a n d i n d i v i d u a l i s m ; a f ree 
a n d c o m p e t i t i v e j o b marke t ; t h e ro l e o f 
re l i g ious ins t i tu t ions ; the ro l e o f the vol­
untary a g e n c y ; h e a l t h care costs for t h o s e 
w h o c a n a n d c a n n o t a f f o r d t h e m ; t h e 
d i f f e r i n g ro le o f g o v e r n m e n t in o u r dai ly 
l ives; j o b a d v a n c e m e n t a n d o p p o r ­
tuni t ies ; a n d t h e f r e e d o m o f m o v e m e n t 
f r o m o n e p lace to a n o t h e r . 

T h e c a s e w o r k p r o f e s s i o n a l a n d o t h e r s 
w h o first c o m e in contac t w i th t h e i m ­
m i g r a n t c a n b e critically i m p o r t a n t in his 
l ife. T h e p r o f e s s i o n a l , w h o s e va lues are 
A m e r i c a n , m u s t b e s e n s i t i z e d a n d m a d e 
aware o f t h e s e s e r i o u s d i f f e r e n c e s in the 
two s y s t e m s in o r d e r to h e l p the Sov ie t 
J e w b e c o m e t r u s t i n g a n d less c o n f u s e d 
a b o u t his n e w e n v i r o n m e n t . 

T h e p r o f e s s i o n a l is the cl ient's a d v o ­
cate w h o n e e d s b e s u p p o r t i v e , r e a s s u r i n g 
a n d pat i ent . T h e p r o f e s s i o n a l has to u n ­
d e r s t a n d the u n u s u a l t ime s p a n n e e d e d 
by t h e Soviet J e w t o sett le in to a n e w l ife. 
T h a t n e w l i fe , n e w f r i e n d s a n d a "new" 
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Jewish identity will depend on the com­
mitment of the American Jewish com­
munity in his behalf. 

I think it is important to note that out 
of nearly 9,000 Soviet Jews who have 
come to the United States and Canada, 
no more than four persons have chosen 
to return to the Soviet Union. 

I would like to end this report by shar­
ing part of a letter that was recently re­
ceived by the Hias country director for 
Italy postmarked Pittsburgh: 

I don't know what it was that had an effect, 
but I was offered a job for a very decent 
salary $17 ,400 a year. A new Ameri­
can friend helped me to find the job . . . . our 
morale is very high. We are very happy that 

o u r fears with regard to crime and with re­
gard to the rumors that Americans live in a 
"wolf-eat-wolf" world proved groundless. 
We live amon g wonderful , cultured people 
who are not compelled to lie at every step by 
the world they live in. I found what is in my 
opinion a very important difference be­
tween your country and the Soviet Union. In 
your country, as a rule, a man is believed on 
his word, and very often no documents are 
required from him to prove the truth of his 
words. On the other hand, in the Soviet Un­
ion, as a rule a man is not believed, and all 
your life you are obliged to prove to one and 
all that you are not a liar. A n d generally, 
everything here is clear as day. black is black 
and white is white and nobody forces you to 
think and say the opposite . I constantly feel 
that I have been reborn, and my greatest 
fear is that this feel ing o f 'purification' will 
pass and that all will seem normal. 
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And so it seems abundantly clear that our ability to adapt and redefine our social services, as well 
as our attitudes, are as vital and important for the succesful immigration of the Soviet Jew as is 
his own ability to adapt and modify his value system to our own cultural milieu. 

TH E sophisticated and comprehensive 
network of Jewish communal ser­

vices devised for the resettlement of 
refugees in American Jewish com­
munities is a unique social service deliv­
ery system. It is based on a heritage and 
experience of 3,000 years in which Jews 
have fulfilled their traditional mandate 
to rescue and resettle into their own 
communities their fellow Jews. Biblical 
injunctions and Talmudic teachings are 
replete with detailed discourses on the 
manner in which this mandate can be 
fulfilled. 

For over 100 years American Jewish 
communities have combined these tradi­
tional communal obligations with the 
evolving techniques and practice of so­
cial work — a professional practice that is 
special to the Western World's society 
and cultural milieu. This system, which 
has been continuously refined during 
the past four generations links up with 
the international immigration programs 
of United HIAS Service and other 
Jewish refugee organizations to become 
an effective program for resettlement of 
refugees. T h e local Jewish family service 
agency assumes the major direct service 
contact role. 

Generally, despite the veneer of 
heterogeneous backgrounds and the ex­
tremes of culture, language, and eco­
nomic differences, the refugee had a 
deep basic commonality with his fellow 

* Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Na­
tional Conference of Jewish Communal Service 
Grossinger, New York, June 10, 1975. 

Jews — a Jewish identity — a heritage 
strengthened by a traditional value sys­
tem. There were obvious differences be­
tween the Russian immigrant at the turn 
o f the century, and the German refugee 
of the Thirties, or the displaced persons 
of the Forties and Fifties, but, they all 
basically had a Jewish background and a 
sense of Jewish community to which they 
could relate. It is true that the horrors 
and tragedies of a hostile gentile world 
frequently strained and tested this iden­
tity and for some even resulted in a denial 
of their Jewishness. Yet even for those, 
as well as the others, there was always 
some tie that bound them to the Ameri­
can Jewish communities that were as­
suming their time-honored mandate of 
rescue and refuge. Although we have al­
ways had to adjust our services, these 
basic ties of 'Jewishness' — religion, 
heritage, and at times culture and lan­
guage — helped us to adapt to the chal­
lenge each new group of refugees 
brought, and enabled us to shape and 
further strengthen an effective system 
for the reintegration of the Jewish ref­
ugee into our community. 

Who is the Soviet Jew? 

Can the same be said for our current 
influx (and potentially our largest) of 
refugees — the Soviet Jew? First, let us 
try to understand who the Soviet Jewish 
refugee is. Certainly we must recognize 
that he is not the preconceived notion of 
our "shtetl" Russian. He is not the succes­
sor to the Eastern European so familiar 

195 


