
J E W I S H I D E N T I T Y 

i n g a p r o b l e m wi th a c l ient , s e a r c h i n g a 
w a y wi th h i m t o g e t h e r , t r a n s c e n d i n g 
k n o w l e d g e to c o m m i t m e n t a n d e n ­
g a g e m e n t ? 

T h e r e has b e e n m o r e in o u r g r o u p ' s 
d i s c u s s i o n s a n d o u r e x p e r i e n c e s . T h i s is 
o n l y s u g g e s t i v e o f s o m e o f t h e c o n t e n t 
a n d i s sues a n d o u r r e s p o n s e s a n d th ink­
i n g c o n c e r n i n g t h e m w h i c h e v o l v e d . 
H o w e v e r , it br ings o u t h o w r ich a p r o ­
fess iona l u n d e r t a k i n g it can b e if the 
J e w i s h is c o n s i d e r e d as part o f t h e h e l p ­
i n g p r o c e s s o f a cl inical service . T h e 

d y n a m i c s o f s u c h h e l p i n g are n o t t h u s 
d e n i e d , b u t are e n r i c h e d a n d b r o a d ­
e n e d , a n d o u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f o u r ­
se lves , o f t h e c l ient , o f t h e p r o c e s s is 
e n r i c h e d a n d b r o a d e n e d . W e h a v e 
b e g u n to s p e c u l a t e that t h e r e m a y b e a 
m e a n i n g f u l c o n t r i b u t i o n to var ious 
e l e m e n t s o f the t h e o r y o f persona l i ty , 
persona l i ty d e v e l o p m e n t , o f the fami ly , 
fami ly p r o c e s s , a n d o f t h e p r o c e s s o f 
h e l p i n g . T h i s , o f c o u r s e , will r e q u i r e 
f u r t h e r subs tant ia t ion . 
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". . . in the period of about a generation, roughly since 1945, American Jewry, in an 
institutional and organized manner, has 'gone public' on a range of issues which on the 
surface, at least, appear to have something less than a direct connection to our security and 
well-being as Jews, Beyond that, they are sometimes issues on which individuals, acting as 
citizens, might have legitimately differing views." 

TH E p h e n o m e n o n o f J e w i s h o r g a n i ­
zat ional a n d c o m m u n i t y r e s p o n s e to 

publ i c i s sues o n t h e g e n e r a l A m e r i c a n 
s c e n e , i s sues w h i c h s e e m to h a v e n o i m ­
m e d i a t e or a p p a r e n t c o n n e c t i o n wi th 
w h a t w e take as p r o p e r a n d c o n v e n ­
t ional c o n c e r n s as Jews, s h o u l d s o m e day 
b e w o r t h at least a c h a p t e r in the his tory 
o f the A m e r i c a n J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y a n d 
o f its a c c o m m o d a t i o n to A m e r i c a n l ife. I 
w a n t t o d irec t m y c o m m e n t s to this 
p h e n o m e n o n , to t h e factual r e c o r d a n d , 
w i th c o n s i d e r a b l y less cer ta inty , to e le ­
m e n t s o f it that m a y be o f in teres t to 
h i s tor ians o f the f u t u r e . 

T h e r e is, o f c o u r s e , a r e c o r d , w h i c h I 
a m n o t d e a l i n g wi th h e r e , o f t h e J e w i s h 
c o m m u n i t y — o r at least o f J e w i s h 
s p o k e s m e n — g o i n g b e f o r e t h e A m e r i ­
can publ i c to d e m a n d act ion o r gov­
e r n m e n t s u p p o r t o n p r o b l e m s that h a d 
a very d irec t c o n n e c t i o n wi th the wel l -
b e i n g o f J e w s : t h e D a m a s c u s I n c i d e n t in 
the 1840 ' s , the a b r o g a t i o n o f the 1 8 3 2 
t r a d e treaty wi th Czarist Russ ia , the 
f o r m a t i o n o f a d e l e g a t i o n to t h e V e r ­
sail les C o n f e r e n c e , t h e m a s s m e e t i n g s 
a n d publ i c r e s p o n s e to the Ki sh inev p o ­
g r o m . T h e s e , a n d I'm sure m a n y o t h e r 
e p i s o d e s , d e m o n s t r a t e t h e w i l l ingnes s 
a n d ability o f A m e r i c a n J e w s t o d e m o n -

strate the ir part icular a n d part icular ly 
p e r s o n a l c o n c e r n s to t h e A m e r i c a n a n d 
w o r l d publ ics . 

T h e p r e m i s e o n w h i c h I w a n t to base 
m y r e m a r k s , h o w e v e r , is that in t h e 
p e r i o d o f a b o u t a g e n e r a t i o n , r o u g h l y 
s ince 1 9 4 5 , A m e r i c a n J e w r y , in a n in ­
st i tut ional a n d o r g a n i z e d m a n n e r , has 
" g o n e publ ic" o n a r a n g e o f i s sues w h i c h 
o n the sur face , at least, a p p e a r to h a v e 
s o m e t h i n g less t h a n a d irec t c o n n e c t i o n 
to o u r securi ty a n d w e l l - b e i n g as J e w s . 
B e y o n d that , they are s o m e t i m e s i s sues 
o n w h i c h ind iv idua l s , ac t ing as c i t izens , 
m i g h t h a v e l eg i t imate ly d i f f e r i n g v iews . 
Literal ly a n d figuratively, w e h a v e wit­
n e s s e d a n " e x p l o s i o n " o f o r g a n i z e d 
J e w i s h i n v o l v e m e n t a n d p o s i t i o n t a k i n g 
o n s u c h i s sues . T o p s y - l i k e it has g r o w n ; 
to the po in t , p e r h a p s , w h e r e it m i g h t b e 
s p e c u l a t e d that a n a v e r a g e a n d r e a s o n ­
ably well i n f o r m e d m e m b e r o f a J e w i s h 
o r g a n i z a t i o n m i g h t n o t h i m s e l f real ize 
the pos i t ions o n publ ic i s sues to w h i c h 
his o r g a n i z a t i o n a l aff i l iation c o m m i t s 
h i m , in a theoret ica l s e n s e in a n y e v e n t . 

T h e r e is a qual i tat ive d i f f e r e n c e , I 
submi t , b e t w e e n a J e w i s h o r g a n i z a t i o n 
wr i t ing to a publ i c official o n behalf , say, 
o f Sov ie t J e w s , o r Israe l , a n act ion w e 
c a n easi ly u n d e r s t a n d , as c o m p a r e d wi th 
m a k i n g r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s , as a J e w i s h 
ident i f i ed g r o u p , o n , for e x a m p l e , the 
b o y c o t t i n g o f Cal i forn ia g r a p e s or o n 
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g u n c o n t r o l , o r o n a m n e s t y for w a r re -
sisters o r o n a b o r t i o n o r r e v e n u e shar­
ing-

W i t h i n m y o w n p r o f e s s i o n a l e x p e r i ­
e n c e , m a n y o f t h o s e w h o o p p o s e d this 
k i n d o f s t eady m o v e m e n t i n t o the whir l 
o f controvers ia l A m e r i c a n i s sues invar­
iably ra i sed the q u e s t i o n , o f t e n in t h e s e 
ident ica l w o r d s : "What's J e w i s h a b o u t 
it?" T h u s t h e title I h a v e c h o s e n for 
these r e m a r k s — a s o m e w h a t face t ious 
title — a n d , as a n i n s i d e j o k e , s o m e t i m e s 
a p h r a s e u s e d to d e s c r i b e t h e a t t i tudes 
o f t h o s e y o u k n e w in a d v a n c e w o u l d b e 
aga ins t o n e p r o p o s a l o r a n o t h e r w h i c h 
w o u l d a p p e a r to b r o a d e n o u r c o m m u ­
nity in teres t s b e y o n d t h e i m m e d i a t e l y 
u n d e r s t a n d a b l e a n d o b v i o u s l y r e l e v a n t . 
I n a w a y , y o u m i g h t say that this q u e s ­
t ion , "What's J e w i s h a b o u t it?", is this 
g e n e r a t i o n ' s s u c c e s s o r to the o l d e r o n e 
w e k n e w so well: "Is it g o o d for the 
J e w s ? " 

Let's e x a m i n e , in a little m o r e detai l , 
t h e k inds o f i s sues I'm d i scuss ing . I u s e 
for m y s o u r c e , in this ins tance , s o m e o f 
t h e P r o g r a m Plans p u b l i s h e d by the N a ­
t ional J e w i s h C o m m u n i t y Re la t ions A d ­
visory C o u n c i l . I d o so b e c a u s e t h e s e 
P r o g r a m Plans m a k e a n easy , a n d a u ­
thent i c , r e f e r e n c e s o u r c e . T h e P r o g r a m 
Plan p u b l i s h e d by t h e N J C R A C is a 
t h o u g h t f u l l y d e v e l o p e d a n d very c o n ­
v e n i e n t d o c u m e n t . It r e p r e s e n t s , in m y 
v iew, s o m e p a i n s t a k i n g r e s e a r c h a n d 
h igh ly c o m p e t e n t s taf f work . P r e s u m ­
ably, it r e p r e s e n t s a l so , e x c e p t w h e r e a 
specif ic o r g a n i z a t i o n a l d i s s en t o r c o n ­
trary o p i n i o n is n o t e d , the t h i n k i n g a n d 
c o n s e n s u s o f n i n e i m p o r t a n t nat iona l 
J e w i s h a g e n c i e s a n d o f n i n e t y - p l u s local 
J e w i s h c o m m u n i t i e s , a c o n s e n s u s ar­
r ived at t h r o u g h a de l ibera t ive a n d o p e n 
proces s . I n s h e e r n u m b e r , t h e list o f is­
s u e s wi th w h i c h the P r o g r a m Plans dea l 
is o v e r w h e l m i n g ; a l t h o u g h in all fair­
ness it m u s t b e n o t e d that e a c h P r o g r a m 
Plan i tself a s s u m e s , a n d states , that n o t 

e v e r y J e w i s h g r o u p or c o m m u n i t y will 
b e d i s p o s e d to take ac t ion o n e v e r y o n e 
o f the i s sues it c a t a l o g u e s . H o w e v e r , the 
P r o g r a m P l a n impl ic i t ly r e c o g n i z e s that 
a n y o n e o r all o f t h e s e i s sues c a n b e c o m e 
a p p r o p r i a t e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y c o n ­
c e r n s . And, just in case t h e y d o , r e c o m ­
m e n d e d p o s i t i o n s are o f f e r e d . 

I a m o m i t t i n g s o m e very i m p r e s s i v e 
a n d i n f o r m a t i v e s ec t ions o f t h e s e d o c u ­
m e n t s that re late to Israe l , Sov ie t J e w r y , 
t h e H o l o c a u s t , the G e n o c i d e C o n v e n ­
t ion — m a t t e r s that w e n e e d n o t r e g a r d 
as a r g u a b l e in t h e s e n s e o f the ir b e i n g 
d irect a n d d e m o n s t r a b l e J e w i s h c o n ­
c e r n s . B u t c o n s i d e r t h e r a n g e a n d s c o p e 
o f o t h e r i s sues o n w h i c h r e c o m ­
m e n d a t i o n s h a v e b e e n f o r m u l a t e d for 
poss ib le ac t ion by J e w i s h c o m m u n i t i e s : 
a d d i t i o n a l publ i c serv ice j o b s , acce ler ­
a t e d pub l i c w o r k s p r o g r a m s , f edera l ly 
f u n d e d y o u t h t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m s , p r i s o n 
r e f o r m , t h e Equa l R i g h t s A m e n d m e n t , 
h o m e r u l e for the District o f C o l u m b i a , 
f e d e r a l a s s u m p t i o n o f w e l f a r e r e s p o n ­
sibilities, f e d e r a l s u p p o r t o f e d u c a t i o n , 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e na t iona l h e a l t h insur­
a n c e , c o m p u l s o r y e n e r g y c o n s e r v a t i o n , 
a f f irmat ive e m p l o y m e n t a n d e d u c a ­
t ional e f for t s , s c h o o l d e s e g r e g a t i o n 
across district l ines , t h e pract ice o f 
m o r t g a g e "red l in ing ," h o u s i n g f o r t h e 
l ow a n d m o d e r a t e i n c o m e g r o u p s in the 
s u b u r b s , e x p a n s i o n o f v o t i n g r ights , 
capital p u n i s h m e n t , a m n e s t y for w a r re -
sisters, pub l i c f inancial a id for n o n ­
publ ic s choo l s , publ i c s c h o o l prayers . 

W h a t I h a v e rec i t ed is o n l y a partial 
list, a n d it is not m y p u r p o s e to try to 
c o n s i d e r t h e T i g h t n e s s o r w r o n g n e s s o f 
any o f the p o s i t i o n s that a re set f or th o n 
any specif ic i s sues . O u r p u r p o s e h e r e 
w o u l d be bet ter s e r v e d by t ry ing t o d e ­
v e l o p at least t h e b e g i n n i n g o f a 
p e r s p e c t i v e o n this o n g o i n g , a n d e x ­
p a n d i n g , p r o c e s s o f p o s i t i o n - t a k i n g o n 
A m e r i c a n publ ic i s sues o n the part o f 
the J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y . Wil l h i s tor ians 
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o f the f u t u r e c o n s i d e r it o f s igni f icance 
as they ref lect u p o n a n d p r o b e i n t o the 
d e v e l o p m e n t a n d a d a p t a t i o n o f the 
A m e r i c a n J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y ? Obvi ­
ous ly w i t h o u t k n o w i n g the final a n s w e r 
t o this q u e s t i o n , m y o p i n i o n a n d m y in­
c l inat ion l ead m e t o the be l i e f that this 
will be f o u n d historical ly n o t e w o r t h y ; 
that , in fact, as w e h a v e w i t n e s s e d the 
g r o w i n g i n v o l v e m e n t o f the A m e r i c a n 
J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y in A m e r i c a n publ ic 
i s sues , w e h a v e w i t n e s s e d s o m e t h i n g 
that is u n i q u e in the e x p e r i e n c e a n d his­
tory o f J e w i s h c o m m u n i t i e s a n y w h e r e in 
the f r e e w o r l d . I n m y v iew, it m a y b e 
r e g a r d e d as a s ingu lar ly American-
Jewish p h e n o m e n o n . I n n o o t h e r na­
t ional s e t t ing , to m y k n o w l e d g e , d o 
J e w i s h c o m m u n i t i e s i n v o l v e t h e m s e l v e s 
in g e n e r a l publ i c i s sues in so in­
s t i tut ional ized a f a s h i o n — or in any 
f a s h i o n . 

I n m y o w n analys is o f this d e v e l o p ­
m e n t , I h a v e tr ied to ident i fy t h o s e e le ­
m e n t s w h i c h I t h i n k that f u t u r e h i s to ­
rians m i g h t find to b e o f in t eres t a n d 
i m p o r t a n c e . I w o u l d l ike to s u g g e s t 
t h e m to y o u , w i th t h e r e c o g n i t i o n that 
t h e r e are probab ly m a n y o t h e r e l e m e n t s 
that I h a v e o v e r l o o k e d . 

I n t h e first p lace , w h i l e I r e g a r d this 
A m e r i c a n - J e w i s h i n v o l v e m e n t in publ ic 
affairs as s o m e t h i n g u n i q u e in t h e u n ­
f o l d i n g o f J e w i s h a n d A m e r i c a n h is tory , 
it is n o t w i t h o u t r o o t s a n d b a c k g r o u n d 
in J e w i s h l i fe . I g o back, o f c o u r s e , t o the 
pol it ical activity o f J e w s , part icularly 
the ir ident i f i ca t ion in large n u m b e r s 
wi th E u r o p e a n Social ist part ies , in t h e 
p o s t - e m a n c i p a t i o n n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 
T h e i r affinity w i th , a n d s u p p o r t of, 
polit ical ly l iberal f orce s w e r e u n d e r ­
s t a n d a b l e s ince t h e s e forces g a v e t h e 
p r o m i s e o f u s h e r i n g in a n e w era , so 
l o n g e d for after the c e n t u r i e s o f o p p r e s ­
s ion . T h e fact that t h e r e w e r e J e w i s h 
sec t ions o f t h e E u r o p e a n Social ist 
m o v e m e n t , a n d that m a n y o f this polit i­

cally activist g r o u p e v e n t u a l l y f o u n d 
the ir h o m e s in this c o u n t r y , is an e l e ­
m e n t that probab ly s h o u l d b e c o n s i d ­
e r e d . 

B u t at best , this par t i cu lar back­
g r o u n d fac tor is on ly a p i e c e o f the a n ­
swer . W e h a v e to e x a m i n e o t h e r e l e ­
m e n t s in t r y i n g to d e v e l o p s o m e 
p e r s p e c t i v e o n w h y , in t h e U n i t e d States 
a n d w i t h i n the c u r r e n t g e n e r a t i o n , th is 
J e w i s h i n v o l v e m e n t in affairs o f the 
state has b u r g e o n e d o n s o i m p r e s s i v e a 
scale . 

W h i l e it m a y b e a n over ly easy e x p l a ­
n a t i o n , a n d certa in ly is n o t a total e x ­
p l a n a t i o n , I th ink that it's logical to 
s u g g e s t that it's m o r e t h a n c o i n c i d e n c e 
that this d e v e l o p m e n t paral le l s the 
e m e r g e n c e o n the A m e r i c a n s c e n e o f 
t h e first A m e r i c a n J e w i s h g e n e r a t i o n 
that is p r e d o m i n a n t l y n a t i v e - b o r n . M o r e 
t h a n ever , J e w s are "at h o m e " in 
A m e r i c a . T h e y s tudy at its bes t s choo l s , 
s erve in t h e a r m e d force s , o c c u p y i m ­
p o r t a n t p r o f e s s i o n a l , g o v e r n m e n t , a n d 
b u s i n e s s pos i t i ons . T h e y are famil iar 
wi th A m e r i c a n i s sues a n d A m e r i c a n 
w a y s o f r e s p o n d i n g . A s a n anci l lary 
c o m m e n t , I take no te o f w h a t I a c c e p t as 
a fact, a n d that is the at tract ion that 
so -ca l l ed l iberal pol i t ical m o v e m e n t s 
h a v e h a d for i n d i v i d u a l J e w s s e e k i n g t o 
e x p r e s s activist pol it ical p h i l o s o p h i e s . I 
m e n t i o n this , b e c a u s e it l eads to a n o t h e r 
p o i n t that I b e l i e v e m i g h t b e p r o p e r l y 
m a d e a n d that h e l p s to e x p l a i n , at least 
to mysel f , w h y Jewish organizations w e r e 
m o v e d to a d o p t p o s i t i o n s that w e r e o n c e 
t h o u g h t to b e w i t h i n t h e e x c l u s i v e d o ­
m a i n o f pol i t ical part ies or t h e m a n y 
n o n - s e c t a r i a n semi-po l i t i ca l g r o u p s . 

T h e a n s w e r that I h a v e in m y o w n 
m i n d , a n d this t o o is a part o f the 
p e r s p e c t i v e I a m s u g g e s t i n g , is that w e 
c a n n o t u n d e r e s t i m a t e the i n f l u e n c e , 
u p o n this g e n e r a t i o n o f A m e r i c a n J e w s , 
o f the H o l o c a u s t a n d o f t h e c r e a t i o n o f 
Israel . O n e , the H o l o c a u s t , t r a u m a t i z e d 
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every s u r v i v i n g J e w , w h e r e v e r h e l ives , 
a n d s imply h a d to in tens i fy t h e fear o f 
i l l iberal forces t u r n e d l o o s e u p o n t h e 
w o r l d . T h e o t h e r , t h e c r e a t i o n o f Israel , 
b u t t r e s s e d the c o n f i d e n c e a n d asser-
t iveness o f J e w s e v e r y w h e r e . I th ink that 
o n e o f t h e c o n s e q u e n c e s o f t h e s e e v e n t s 
was a g r o w i n g r e a d i n e s s o n t h e part o f 
J e w s to find securi ty wi th e a c h o t h e r , in 
the m i d s t o f a w o r l d w h i c h h a d re jec ted 
t h e m — a n d it is this , I a m s u g g e s t i n g , 
that h e l p e d i n f l u e n c e t h e d i r e c t i o n that 
J e w i s h o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o o k in i n v o l v i n g 
t h e m s e l v e s in publ i c affairs . 

A n o t h e r e l e m e n t that I s ee as i m p o r ­
tant to o u r p e r s p e c t i v e is the civil r ights 
r e v o l u t i o n w h i c h h a s a g o n i z e d A m e r i c a . 
Part icularly s ince this p r o b l e m burst 
u p o n the s c e n e , it has b e c o m e accept ­
able , e v e n f a s h i o n a b l e , for d e n o m i n a ­
t ional b o d i e s to take publ i c p o s i t i o n s o n 
social i s sues . Catho l i c s a n d Protes tants 
h a v e s p o k e n wi th force o n race rela­
t ions , o n V i e t n a m , o n social ju s t i c e , o n 
inequ i t i e s o f the e c o n o m i c s y s t e m . I n a 
m a n n e r o f s p e a k i n g it h a s t h e r e f o r e be­
c o m e acceptab le , w i t h i n the c o n t e x t o f 
A m e r i c a n pract ice , f o r r e l i g i o u s g r o u p s 
to assert t h e m s e l v e s o n t h e s e mat t er s , so 
that J e w i s h g r o u p s d i d n o t h a v e to fee l 
se l f - consc ious ly a l o n e in e x p r e s s i n g 
the ir v i ews . 

A n o t h e r e l e m e n t that g o e s i n t o m y 
t h i n k i n g is w h a t I w o u l d r e f e r t o as t h e 
c h a n g i n g t e c h n o l o g y o f J e w i s h e f for t s to 
c o m b a t a n t i - S e m i t i s m . T h i s w o r k , o n c e 
k n o w n as civic d e f e n s e , b u t n o w l a b e l e d 
"Jewish c o m m u n i t y re la t ions ," h a s b e e n 
financed a n d carr ied o n for d e c a d e s by 
A m e r i c a n J e w s t h r o u g h a n u m b e r o f 
nat iona l o r g a n i z a t i o n s a n d in local 
c o m m u n i t i e s . In its ear l ier , o r classical, 
p h a s e t h e m a n d a t e s that a p p l i e d w e r e 
fairly s i m p l e , i f n o t a lways e f f ec t ive . T h e 
j o b was s i m p l y to inves t iga te i n c i d e n t s o f 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n or e v i d e n c e s o f p r e j u d i c e 
aga ins t J e w s , to a p p e a l for r e c o u r s e 
w h e r e a p p r o p r i a t e , a n d to e x p o s e or­

g a n i z a t i o n s a n d i n d i v i d u a l s gu i l ty o f 
f o m e n t i n g p r e j u d i c e o r prac t i c ing d is ­
c r i m i n a t i o n . I m m e d i a t e l y af ter W o r l d 
W a r I I , t h e s e e f for t s b e g a n to take o n a 
m u c h b r o a d e r a spec t . "Prejudice is ind i ­
visible" b e c a m e o n e o f t h e s l o g a n s o f t h e 
t i m e s , a n d the i d e a g a i n e d i n c r e a s i n g 
a c c e p t a n c e that t h e u l t i m a t e w e a p o n 
a g a i n s t a n t i - S e m i t i s m was a n A m e r i c a n 
soc ie ty f r e e o f the t e n s i o n s c a u s e d by 
any k ind o f racial o r nat iona l i ty dis­
c r i m i n a t i o n , o r by u n e m p l o y m e n t or 
e c o n o m i c h a r d s h i p , o r by inequ i t i e s in 
t h e social sy s t em. I f any g r o u p was 
t h r e a t e n e d , the r e a s o n i n g w e n t , t h e n 
n o g r o u p was safe; a n d a crisis r i d d e n 
soc ie ty was m o r e l ikely to l o o k for 
s c a p e g o a t s t h a n o n e w h i c h was p r o s p e r ­
o u s a n d s e r e n e a n d w h i c h g u a r a n t e e d 
j u s t i c e for all. It was this c o n c e p t w h i c h 
m o v e d the J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y i n t o 
p i o n e e r i n g a l l iances wi th black civil 
r ights g r o u p s , l o n g b e f o r e t h e civil 
r ights m o v e m e n t b e c a m e f a s h i o n a b l e , 
a n d in to leg is lat ive c a m p a i g n s for t h e 
first a n t i - d i s c r i m i n a t i o n laws. Inev i tab ly , 
a n d h e r e I h a v e the l u x u r y o f p e r f e c t 
h i n d s i g h t , this i n v o l v e m e n t s i m p l y h a d 
to l ead to m a n y m o r e a n d m u c h m o r e 
c o m p l e x i n v o l v e m e n t s . A n t i - d i s c r i m ­
i n a t i o n laws in t h e field o f e m p l o y ­
m e n t w e r e m e r e l y a first s t ep . W h a t 
a b o u t the p r o p e r e n f o r c e m e n t o f t h e s e 
laws? W h a t a b o u t the m a n y o t h e r p r o b ­
l e m s that p r e v e n t e d b lacks — a n d later, 
it was p e r c e i v e d , o t h e r e t h n i c m i n o r i t i e s 
— f r o m e n j o y i n g t h e fu l ler life that 
m i g h t g u a r a n t e e a n internal ly p e a c e f u l 
A m e r i c a ? H o u s i n g , t h e qual i ty o f cr imi ­
nal ju s t i c e , e d u c a t i o n , d e c e n t h e a l t h 
care? A g a i n wi th t h e a d v a n t a g e o f 
h i n d s i g h t , I b e l i e v e it is c l ear that this 
e x p a n s i o n o f o u r fight aga ins t ant i -
S e m i t i s m , w h i c h real ly b e c a m e o u r p u r ­
suit o f the m o r e p e r f e c t A m e r i c a n soci­
e ty , h a d to l e a d to the p r e s e n t , a n d qu i t e 
s t u n n i n g , list o f J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y pos i ­
t ions o n A m e r i c a n pub l i c i s sues . 
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I n e x a m i n i n g f u r t h e r the e l e m e n t s 
that u n d e r l i e A m e r i c a n Jewry ' s in­
v o l v e m e n t in A m e r i c a n publ ic affairs , I 
w a n t to take n o t e o f w h a t I r e g a r d as a n 
i n t e r e s t i n g coro l lary to the d e v e l o p ­
m e n t , a n d o n e that certa in ly g o e s be­
y o n d w h a t e v e r c r e d e n t i a l s that I m a y 
h a v e as a n o b s e r v e r or c o m m e n t a t o r to 
e x p l o r e . I r e f e r to w h a t I s ee as an in­
c r e a s i n g t e n d e n c y to charac ter i ze t h e s e 
pos i t i ons as a n e x p r e s s i o n o f J e w i s h 
ethical a n d m o r a l va lues . W h e t h e r this is 
o r is n o t a valid c la im is b e y o n d m y 
ability to say, but as a ra t iona l i za t ion it is 
o n e that is very fitting to the A m e r i c a n 
s c e n e . W h i l e t h e r e m a y b e s o m e t e n ­
d e n c y to l ook a s k a n c e at the i d e a o f d e ­
n o m i n a t i o n a l g r o u p s a d o p t i n g publ i c 
pos i t i ons o n w h a t m a n y m a y c o n s i d e r 
polit ical i s sues , the o p p o s i t i o n is b l u n t e d 
w h e n the e x p r e s s i o n s are m a d e o n be­
ha l f o f a r e l i g i o u s moral i ty . T h u s , for 
e x a m p l e , w h e n a g r o u p o f Ca l i forn ia 
rabbis d e c l a r e d that n o n - u n i o n p i c k e d 
g r a p e s w e r e " n o n - k o s h e r , " o r w h e n 
J e w i s h g r o u p s j o i n e d wi th o t h e r s at o n e 
p o i n t in t h e V i e t n a m t r a g e d y t o insist 
u p o n U . S . w i t h d r a w a l by a cer ta in g i v e n 
d a t e a n d u n d e r cer ta in polit ical c o n d i ­
t ions , w h o , o t h e r t h a n a n author i ty in 
mat ter s theo log i ca l or tradi t ional w o u l d 
b e in a p o s i t i o n to say w h e t h e r s u c h 
s t a t e m e n t s w e r e i n d e e d e x p r e s s i o n s o f 
a n authent ica l ly J e w i s h m o r a l p o s i t i o n 
o r w e r e m e r e l y tactical s t a t e m e n t s in ­
v e n t e d to a u t h e n t i c a t e a v i ew that the ir 
a u t h o r s w e r e s e e k i n g to a d v a n c e . T i m e s 
w i t h o u t e n d , it s e e m s , the w i s d o m o f 
Hi l le l has b e e n q u o t e d to jus t i fy s o m e 
J e w i s h p o s i t i o n o r o t h e r o n very c o n ­
t e m p o r a r y A m e r i c a n social p r o b l e m s , 
m a k i n g h i m s o u n d l ike a part i san o n 
p r o b l e m s h e c o u l d n e v e r h a v e k n o w n . 
For m e , all o f this r e p r e s e n t s a s o m e ­
w h a t m u r k y area a l t h o u g h I w o u l d 
th ink that it m i g h t b e o n e that w o u l d 
e v e n t u a l l y b e w o r t h e x a m i n a t i o n by 
p r o p e r l y qual i f ied scho lars . 

I b e l i e v e that I d r a w a r e a s o n a b l y ac­
curate p ic ture o f t h e s i tuat ion o f the 
A m e r i c a n J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y in r e s p e c t 
to A m e r i c a n publ ic i s sues , as o f t h e 
p r e s e n t m o m e n t , w h e n I say that in all 
l i k e l i h o o d t h e r e is still in terna l u n c e r ­
tainty a n d confl ict as to the w i s d o m o f 
o u r m o v i n g as far a n d as fast as w e h a v e 
in to g e n e r a l publ ic affairs . "What's 
J e w i s h a b o u t it?" b e c o m e s a k i n d o f 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l ra l ly ing cry for the forces 
w h i c h resist this t r e n d a n d w h i c h c la im, 
in e f f ec t , that the j o b o f J e w i s h g r o u p s is 
to serve the re l ig ious , cu l tura l a n d wel­
fare n e e d s of Jews a n d that p l e n t y o f 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ex is t in A m e r i c a to ex ­
press social a n d pol i t ical v i ews f r o m 
o t h e r p l a t f o r m s . A n d t h o s e w h o p u s h 
for in tens i f i ed social ac t i on m a k e the ar­
g u m e n t that to just i fy its e x i s t e n c e as a 
s e l f - r e s p e c t i n g ent i ty w i t h i n t h e A m e r i ­
c a n p l u r a l i s m , t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y 
has a civic ob l iga t ion t o c o n t r i b u t e to the 
s o l u t i o n o f A m e r i c a n p r o b l e m s , to m a k e 
its t e a c h i n g s a n d e x p e r i e n c e "relevant" 
to c o n t e m p o r a r y s i tuat ions . 

I d o n ' t p r o p o s e to so lve this d i l e m m a , 
at least n o t h e r e . I n d e e d , m y p e r s o n a l 
r eac t ion , if it is o f any i m p o r t a n c e , is to 
fo l low the e x a m p l e o f the b e f u d d l e d 
rabbi in the o l d story a n d say a r i n g i n g 
"you're r ight" to b o t h sets o f a r g u m e n t s 
— a n d to k e e p in m i n d that the worri ­
s o m e j o b o f t h e r e s p o n s i b l e J e w i s h l ead­
e r s is to k e e p a s e n s e o f b a l a n c e , e v e n 
t h o u g h t h e fate o f t h e s e l e a d e r s , o f 
t h o s e w h o m a k e the d e c i s i o n s , is to l ive 
in a J e w i s h w o r l d that m a y n o t a lways b e 
r ight , b u t in t h e J e w i s h w o r l d that is. 

My thes is , t h e n , a n d I h o p e that t h e s e 
c o m m e n t s m a y at least b e a d e q u a t e as a 
l a u n c h i n g p a d for a m o r e o r g a n i z e d 
scrut iny , is that in o u r l i f e t imes w e h a v e 
w i t n e s s e d a d e v e l o p m e n t in A m e r i c a n 
J e w i s h l ife that is real ly w i t h o u t p r e c e ­
d e n t in the his tory o f J e w i s h c o m ­
m u n i t i e s a n y w h e r e in t h e w o r l d . T h a t 
this d e v e l o p m e n t has b e e n i n f l u e n c e d 
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by several elements, including our com­
ing of age as a native born community, 
the Holocaust, the creation of Israel, a 
tradition of political activism, our con­
cern with anti-Semitism, the actions of 
other denominational bodies; and that 
no one of these elements, but probably a 

combination, plus others unspecified, 
may be of interest and of considerable 
importance to historians of the future 
in chronicling and in developing a 
perspective upon the accommodation of 
the Jewish community to the American 
scene. 

3 6 0 

Historical and Contemporary Havurot: 
A Comparison 

M U R I E L M A Y M A N 

Coordinator, Jewish Family Life Education, Jewish Family 
and Children's Service, Boston, Massachusetts 

"Using the paradigm of the ancient havurah, its applicability (is developed) to theformation of a 
contemporary havurah in a suburban community, wherein the temple is seen as the center of 
Jewish life." 

Purpose 

IN the past decade there has been a 
surge of activity within the Jewish 

community in forming havurot on col­
lege campuses and, more recently, in 
synagogues. This is a result of the grow­
ing feelings of isolation and anonymity 
experienced by Jews in suburbia. Little 
has been written about its conceptual 
framework and its theoretical design. 
T h e purpose of this paper is to present 
the model of the ancient havurot and to 
explore the similarities and differences 
between a contemporary havurah and its 
historical predecessor. 

Believing that such groups are an im­
portant part of a preventative model for 
mental health care, Jewish Family and 
Children's Service has become actively 
involved in establishing such groups. In 
Spring, 1974, JFCS co-sponsored a 
Bar-Bat Mitzvah discussion group for 
parents in a suburban Boston temple. 
One of the major issues raised by mem­
bers of this group was their feeling of 
personal isolation and lack of meaning­
ful involvement with the Jewish com­
munity as represented by the temple. In 
response to this need, a collaboration 
between JFCS and the temple was be­
gun. Our intention was to develop a de­
sign for a havurah at the temple. 

Historical Precedent: 

But, what is a havurah} Much has 
been written about havurah in the past 

decade. The earliest reference found in 
the literature was by Jacob Neusner . 1 In 
this book he describes havurah as being 
formed in the 1st century C.E. by the 
Pharisees. They called their fellowship 
of Jews a havurah. There were two 
forms of these fellowships. One em­
phasized the study of Torah. The sec­
ond type was created by individuals who 
wished to carry out the neglected details 
of Jewish law, particularly those related 
to the rituals of tithing and ritual puri­
fication as seen in clothing and kashrut. 
As Neusner suggests, the tasks of the 
ancient havurah were: 2 

1. T o create a fellowship within the 
larger community. 

2. T o define its "concerns" and goals. 
The purpose of the group was lim­
ited to the achievement of these spe­
cific social and religious goals. 

3. T o create rules for its members' be­
havior within the havurah and with 
people in the broader community 
who were not members of the 
havurah. 

4. T o teach the broader community its 
principles while always remaining a 
separate entity within the larger 
community. 

1 Jacob Neusner , Fellowship in Judaism, The First 
Century and Today (London: Vallentine, Mitchell 
and Co., 1963). 

2 Ibid., p. 65. 

361 


