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... the modern Jewish family can become . . . a social unit which retains generational 
differences, where children vnth such fundamentals of human relationship as love, interde
pendence, and respect for elders, and where parents and children mutually respect each other's 
needs for authority and independence. 

TH E title o f this p r e s e n t a t i o n is t h e 
s a m e as t h e b o o k that I w r o t e w h i l e 

o n a p o s t - d o c t o r a l f e l l o w s h i p at t h e 
S h a l o m H a r t m a n Ins t i tu te in J e r u s a l e m 
d u r i n g t h e 1 9 8 0 - 8 1 a c a d e m i c year . T h e 
centra l t h e m e o f t h e b o o k , as well as this 
p a p e r , is t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n par
ents a n d c h i l d r e n in the c o n t e x t o f 
tradi t ional a u t h o r i t y a n d ind iv idua l a u 
t o n o m y . 

My in teres t in this top ic d e r i v e d f r o m 
t h e s u b j e c t o f J e w i s h p o l i t i c a l 
p h i l o s o p h y that w e s t u d i e d at t h e Inst i 
tu te . T h r o u g h o u t t h e s t u d y o f v a r i o u s 
f i g u r e s o f pol i t ical i m p o r t — t h e k i n g , t h e 
s a g e , t h e p r o p h e t , a n d t h e l o c a l 
c o m m u n i t y — t h e m a j o r t h e m e w a s 
p o l i t i c a l a u t h o r i t y , i t s s o u r c e s , i t s 
d y n a m i c s in re la t i onsh ips , its ro l e in 
m a i n t a i n i n g social o r d e r , a n d its re
l a t i o n s h i p to t h e a u t o n o m y o f the ind i 
v idua l . W e a s k e d s u c h q u e s t i o n s as: Is 
t h e i n d i v i d u a l p e r m i t t e d t o d i s a g r e e 
wi th t h e centra l a u t h o r i t y s y s t e m in 
J e w i s h life? D o e s J e w i s h law s a n c t i o n 
inte l lectual ly h o n e s t d i s a g r e e m e n t s ? Is 
re l ig ious p l u r a l i s m poss ib le? 

T h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e a u 
thor i ty o f J e w i s h tradi t ion a n d t h e a u 
t o n o m y o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l serves as t h e 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l f r a m e w o r k o f this pres -

* A synopsis o f the central theme o f the author's 
book, to be published by H u m a n Sciences Press in 
1983. Presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
Conference o f Jewish Communal Service, Min
neapolis, J u n e 14, 1982. 

e n t a t i o n . It is c lose ly r e l a t e d to b o t h t h e 
tradi t ional a n d m o d e r n J e w i s h fami ly 
b e c a u s e the e s s e n c e o f c h i l d r e n ' s g r o w t h 
a n d p a r e n t s ' f u n c t i o n i n g lies in t h e e n 
c o u n t e r b e t w e e n parenta l a u t h o r i t y a n d 
chi ld i n d e p e n d e n c e . My goa l is t o d is 
c o v e r in J u d a i c c l a s s i c a l s o u r c e s a 
f r a m e w o r k f r o m w h i c h t o u n d e r s t a n d 
this i s sue in t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y J e w i s h 
fami ly . T h e p e r s p e c t i v e is c o n c e p t u a l , 
n o t p r o g r a m m a t i c ; t h e t rans la t ion i n t o 
p r o g r a m n e e d s to b e d o n e by t h o s e 
act ively e n g a g e d in services to J e w i s h 
fami l i e s . My f o c u s is o n t h e intact n u 
c lear fami ly , as t h e classical s o u r c e s w e r e 
a d d r e s s e d to fami l ies c o m p o s e d o f t w o 
p a r e n t s a n d the ir c h i l d r e n . T h e i n t e n t is 
n o t t o e x c l u d e t h e s i n g l e p a r e n t fami ly 
a n d t h e r e c o n s t i t u t e d fami ly . R a t h e r , it 
is h o p e d that t h r o u g h t h e r e s e a r c h o f 
t r a d i t i o n a l i n t a c t f a m i l i e s , m o d e r n 
fami l i e s wi th d i f f e r e n t s t ruc tures c a n 
a lso d e r i v e ins ights a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
o f the ir g o a l s , v a l u e s , a n d f u n c t i o n s . 
Pro fe s s iona l s , t o o , can d r a w i n f e r e n c e s 
f r o m t h e classical s o u r c e s that t h e y c a n 
a p p l y to the variety o f fami l ies w h o m 
t h e y serve . T h i s p r e s e n t a t i o n is d i v i d e d 
in to f o u r parts: 

I. T r a d i t i o n a l A u t h o r i t y a n d I n d i 
v idual A u t o n o m y 

II . A u t h o r i t y a n d I n d e p e n d e n c e in 
t h e J e w i s h Fami ly 

I I I . M o d e l s o f A u t h o r i t y — 
A u t o n o m y R e l a t i o n s h i p s in t h e 
M o d e r n J e w i s h Fami ly 

I V . T h e P r o f e s s i o n a l R o l e 
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I . T r a d i t i o n a l A u t h o r i t y a n d I n d i v i d 
u a l A u t o n o m y 

T h e a u t h o r i t y o f t rad i t ion , a c c o r d i n g 
to M a x W e b e r , 1 is based o n a p e o p l e ' s 
be l i e f in t h e l eg i t imacy a n d sanct i ty o f 
what has always e x i s t e d . T r a d i t i o n a l 
author i ty is basically irrat ional b e c a u s e 
t h e f o r c e o f the tradi t ion de f i e s logical 
c h a n g e s in its ru l e s . T h e a n s w e r to t h e 
q u e s t i o n , "Why m u s t w e d o it this way?" 
is, " B e c a u s e we've always d o n e it this 
way." T h e d o c u m e n t s o f tradi t ion per 
mit o n l y its d e v e l o p m e n t wi th in the 
f r a m e w o r k o f w h a t was , but n o t s e r i o u s 
q u e s t i o n i n g , d i s a g r e e m e n t or c h a n g e . 
W e b e r a p p a r e n t l y d id n o t c o n c e i v e t h e 
possibi l i ty that b o t h tradi t ion a n d au
thor i ty m i g h t b e rat ional . 

I n contras t to W e b e r , Karl P o p p e r 2 

s u g g e s t s that t h e r e are t w o m a i n atti
t u d e s poss ib le t o w a r d tradi t ion: to ac
c e p t it as it is, uncri t ica l ly—first o r d e r 
tradi t ion , or to eva lua te it crit ical ly— 
s e c o n d o r d e r tradi t ion . T r a d i t i o n , in t h e 
first o r d e r a t t i tude , p r o v i d e s o r d e r a n d 
stability in social l i fe . Li fe is g e n e r a l l y 
pred ic tab le , for p e o p l e c a n or i ent the ir 
b e h a v i o r in ant i c ipat ion o f r e s p o n s e s 
f r o m o t h e r s that h a v e b e e n tradit ional ly 
prescr ibed a n d s t ruc tured . In this s e n s e , 
t r a d i t i o n s , t h e o r i e s ' a n d i n s t i t u t i o n s 
func t ion in s imi lar ways . S e c o n d o r d e r 
tradi t ion character izes m o d e r n sc i ence 
wh ich g r o w s pr imar i ly by r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
c h a n g e s in scienti f ic t h e o r i e s . W h e n t h e 
s e c o n d o r d e r a p p r o a c h is a p p l i e d to re
l ig ion , it i n t r o d u c e s eva luat ion a n d in
n o v a t i o n , a n d c h a l l e n g e t o its author i ty . 
B r o a d l y s p e a k i n g , p r e - i n d u s t r i a l 
societ ies t e n d e d toward a first-order at
t i tude a n d m o d e r n soc ie ty t e n d s toward 
a s e c o n d - o r d e r at t i tude . 

1 Max Weber, The Theory of Social and Economic 
Organization, (A.M. Henderson and T. Parsons, 
eds. and trans.). New York: Oxford, 1947. 

2 Karl Popper, Conjectures and Refutations: The 
Growth of Scientific Knowledge. New York: Harper, 
1965. 

In contras t to p r e - m o d e r n soc ie t ies , 
t radi t ions a n d ins t i tu t ions in m o d e r n so
ciety are subject t o g r e a t e r reject ion . 
T h e i r t a k e n - f o r - g r a n t e d c h a r a c t e r has 
b e e n e r o d e d in t h e face o f the plural iza-
t ion o f c h o i c e s in t h e m o d e r n w o r l d . A s 
i n s t i t u t i o n s p r o l i f e r a t e , t h e y c r e a t e 
m a n y m o r e p r o g r a m s f o r h u m a n ac
tivity, t h u s o p e n i n g u p n u m e r o u s p o s 
sibilities for i n d i v i d u a l c h o i c e . W h e n 
c h o i c e s a b o u n d , a n d t h e tradi t ions a n d 
inst i tut ions lo se the ir prescr ip t ive char
acter , t h e i n d i v i d u a l is t h r o w n back 
u p o n h i m s e l f to find h i s o w n a n s w e r s to 
p e r e n n i a l h u m a n q u e s t i o n s . T h i s "sub-
jec t iv i za t ion ," 3 e v e n in mat ters o f reli
g i o n , o p e n s u p t h e possibi l i ty o f c h o o s 
i n g a m o n g be l ie f s a n d r i tuals , wi th t h e 
o p t i o n o f d i s c a r d i n g the o ld a n d e x 
p e r i m e n t i n g with t h e n e w . 

Four Options for the Retention of Tradition 

Peter B e r g e r pos i t s t h r e e o p t i o n s for 
t h o s e w h o w a n t to reta in re l i g ious tradi
t ion in t h e face o f m u l t i p l e c h o i c e s . T h e 
deductive o p t i o n reaf f i rms t h e author i ty 
o f the t rad i t ion in d e f i a n c e o f the chal 
l e n g e s t o it. It is be l i eved that t h e reli
g i o u s tradi t ion is re l evant for all t imes 
a n d p laces . T h e ind iv idua l d e d u c e s reli
g i o u s a f f i r m a t i o n s t h a t o b j e c t i v e l y 
val idate his e x i s t e n c e in the mids t o f 
secular soc ie ty . I n t h e reductive o p t i o n , 
the i n d i v i d u a l in t erpre t s t h e tradi t ion in 
secular t e r m s b e c a u s e h e fee l s a c o m p e l 
l ing necess i ty to p a r t a k e in t h e m o d e r n 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s . H e trans lates i n t o m o d 
e r n c a t e g o r i e s t h o s e r e l i g i o u s tradi t ions 
that s p e a k o f fa i th , ritual , a n d the spir
itual. T h e t rad i t ion is t h u s r e d u c e d in 
the p r o c e s s o f d e - m y t h o l o g i z a t i o n . I n 
the inductive o p t i o n , t h e ind iv idua l t u r n s 
to his e x p e r i e n c e as the g r o u n d o f all 
re l ig ious a f f i rmat ions . H e s e a r c h e s for 
s imilar e x p e r i e n c e s in re l ig ious his tory 

3 Peter L. Berger, The Heretical Imperative. New 
York: Doubleday, 1979, p. 22 . 
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in o r d e r t o va l idate its m e a n i n g f o r h i m . 
T r a v e r s i n g back in to h i s tory to es tabl i sh 
t h e accuracy o f his o w n c o n t e m p o r a r y 
e x p e r i e n c e ties t h e i n d i v i d u a l to his past 
a n d l e g i t i m a t e s his c u r r e n t rea l i ty . 4 

T h e r e is a f o u r t h o p t i o n , t h e integra
tive, that t r a n s c e n d s t h o s e o f B e r g e r , 
wh ich I o f f e r as potent ia l ly t h e m o s t via
ble for t h e m o d e r n J e w . T h i s o p t i o n 
se lects cer ta in aspec t s o f the o t h e r t h r e e 
o p t i o n s a n d d i scards t h e rest . It a c c e p t s 
as e s sent ia l t h e pr ior i ty o f c o m m i t m e n t 
to J e w i s h t rad i t ion f r o m t h e d e d u c t i v e 
o p t i o n , a n d rejects t h e r e q u i r e m e n t o f 
total s u b m i s s i o n t o tradi t ional a u t h o r i t y 
a n d t h e d e n i a l o f r e a s o n in r e - t h i n k i n g 
the t rad i t ion . It accepts t h e u s e o f rea
s o n f r o m t h e r e d u c t i v e o p t i o n , a n d re
jec t s t h e e l e v a t i o n o f r e a s o n a b o v e t h e 
tradi t ion , for that l eaves n o r o o m for t h e 
e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e n u m i n o u s . It accepts 
the s ign i f i cance o f p r e s e n t e x p e r i e n c e 
f r o m t h e i n d u c t i v e o p t i o n , a n d rejects its 
a n t h r o p o c e n t r i c thrus t a n d the l i m i t i n g 
o f t h e tradi t ion on ly t o t h o s e e v e n t s 
w h i c h para l l e l c o n t e m p o r a r y h u m a n 
e x p e r i e n c e . I n t h e e n s u i n g i n t e g r a t i o n , 
t h e i n d i v i d u a l e x p r e s s e s his c o m m i t 
m e n t to J e w i s h tradi t ion but reta ins an 
inte l lectual o p e n n e s s to its i n h e r e n t di
vers i ty . H e u t i l i ze s ana ly t i c t o o l s to 
u n d e r s t a n d t h e t r a d i t i o n in its o w n 
t e r m s , a n d t h e n translates it i n t o his 
rea lm o f e x p e r i e n c e . C o m m i t m e n t , rea
s o n , a n d e x p e r i e n c e are c o m b i n e d by 
t h e i n d i v i d u a l i n t o a c o n t i n u o u s e f f o r t at 
u n c o v e r i n g t h e past a n d i n t e g r a t i n g it 
with the p r e s e n t . O n e o f t h e c o n s e 
q u e n c e s o f t h e in tegra t ive o p t i o n is t h e 
e l u s i v e n e s s o f a t t a i n i n g t h e final t ruth 
a n d c o m p l e t i n g t h e in t egra t ion p r o c e s s , 
w h i c h c o n d u c e t o l iv ing in a p e r m a n e n t 
state o f t e n s i o n a n d uncer ta in ty . 

T h e f o u r o p t i o n s c a n p e r h a p s be bet 
ter u n d e r s t o o d w h e n a p p l i e d to a c o n 
cre te p h e n o m e n o n : t h e State o f Israel . 
T h o s e w h o a d o p t the d e d u c t i v e o p t i o n 

4 Ibid. 

view Israel as t h e ho ly l a n d p r o m i s e d to 
A b r a h a m at t h e d a w n o f J e w i s h h i s tory . 
T h e m o d e r n , s e c u l a r s t a t e is n o t 
s a n c t i o n e d by trad i t ion . R e d e m p t i o n o f 
the J e w i s h p e o p l e a n d l a n d will c o m e 
f r o m D i v i n e i n t e r v e n t i o n a n d n o t by 
h u m a n ef fort . 

S u p p o r t e r s o f t h e r e d u c t i v e o p t i o n 
v i ew Israe l as a s ta te a m o n g o t h e r 
nat ion-s ta tes with t h e r i g h t t o c r e a t e its 
o w n p o l i t i c a l , e c o n o m i c , a n d s o c i a l 
pol ic ies a u t o n o m o u s l y . It is a J e w i s h 
state b e c a u s e J e w s inhab i t it. A s a s tate , it 
is d e v o i d o f re l i g ious a n d spir i tual e n 
d o w m e n t s . 

T h e a d v o c a t e s o f the i n d u c t i v e o p t i o n 
feel w a r m t h a n d nos ta lg ia w h e n they 
visit I srae l . T h e y s e n s e that Israel ' s 
m a g n e t i c at tract ion is d i f f e r e n t t h a n 
that o f any o t h e r c o u n t r y . I n o r d e r t o 
u n d e r s t a n d this e m o t i o n a l e x p e r i e n c e , 
t h e y l o o k t o Israe l ' s pas t t o d e r i v e 
m e a n i n g f r o m its h i s tory . 

T h e a d h e r e n t s o f t h e i n t e g r a t i v e o p 
t ion insist that t h e g r e a t c h a l l e n g e o f 
Israel is to m a i n t a i n b o t h t h e d r e a m a n d 
t h e real i ty o f J e w i s h l iv ing. Israel is t h e 
pub l i c t e s t i n g g r o u n d o f t h e p o w e r a n d 
credibi l i ty o f J e w i s h idea ls . It shat ters 
c o m p l a c e n c y with d r e a m l i k e J u d a i s m . 
' J u d a i s m m u s t e m b r a c e all a spect s o f 
l i f e — t h e a r m y , t h e f a r m , t h e city, t h e 
hosp i ta l , t h e n u r s e r y s c h o o l , t h e p o l i c e 
f o r c e . . . T h e I s r a e l i r ea l i ty s c a l e s 
d r e a m s d o w n to a s ize w h e r e t h e y c a n 
b e c o m e u s e f u l a n d empir i ca l l y m e a n 
ing fu l ; it p r o v i d e s t h e soil vital f o r t h e 
u n f o l d i n g o f a l i v ing T o r a h . " 5 T h e in te 
grat ive o p t i o n c h a l l e n g e s t h e m o d e r n 
J e w t o c o m b i n e t h e e s s e n c e o f t h e 
d r e a m — t h e p a s t — w i t h t h e l e g i t i m a c y o f 
t h e rea l i ty—the p r e s e n t — w i t h all the ir 
i n c o m p l e t e n e s s a n d uncer ta in ty . Israe l 
serves as a laboratory for the real i ty 
t e s t ing o f this a p p r o a c h to J e w i s h l i v ing 
in t h e m o d e r n w o r l d . * 

5Israel: A Study Guide. J e r u s a l e m : Sha lom 
Hartman Institute, 1981, p. 3 . 

* T h e integrative option serves as the ideo-
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T h e i n d i v i d u a l w h o subscr ibes t o t h e 
in tegrat ive o p t i o n a t t e m p t s to b r i d g e 
the d i c h o t o m y b e t w e e n tradit ional au 
thority a n d i n d i v i d u a l a u t o n o m y . His 
c o m m i t m e n t to the tradi t ion p r e p a r e s 
h i m to a c c e p t its a u t h o r i t y , b u t his 
o p e n n e s s to t h e p lura l i za t ion o f c h o i c e s 
a n d the tradit ion's sanct ion o f r e a s o n as 
o n e o f its s o u r c e s o f au thor i ty e n a b l e s 
h i m to take a f r e s h l o o k at J u d a i c 
classical s o u r c e s a n d t u n e in to their 
m u l t i - d i m e n s i o n a l a p p r o a c h e s . T h e 
rabbis s a n c t i o n e d m u l t i p l e c o n c e p t i o n s 
b e c a u s e t h e y r e c o g n i z e d t h e reality o f 
in te l l ec tua l d ivers i ty .** T h e m o d e r n 
J e w can fee l f r e e to e x p l o r e the tradi t ion 
with his o w n analytical c a t e g o r i e s , a n d 
with an a p p r e c i a t i o n for the d i f f e r e n c e s 
in c u l t u r e a n d h is tory b e t w e e n t h e n a n d 
now. 

T h e plural ist ic s i tuat ion o f fers the 
c o m m i t t e d J e w t h e o p p o r t u n i t y to reaf
firm his c o m m i t m e n t o u t o f c h o i c e a n d 
not o u t o f habit . W h e n o n e chooses t o b e 
J e w i s h , one ' s c o m m i t m e n t is s t r o n g e r 
a n d it i n f u s e s life with m o r e m e a n i n g 
a n d j o y . S i m i l a r l y , t h e n o t - y e t -
c o m m i t t e d J e w w h o c h o o s e s to l ive 
Jewi sh ly , has s e l ec ted that o p t i o n f r o m 
a m o n g m a n y . It r e q u i r e s a c o u r a g e o u s 
a f f i r m a t i o n o f c o m m i t m e n t t o t h e 
J e w i s h p e o p l e , J e w i s h h i s t o r y , a n d 
J e w i s h va lues . For such ind iv idua l s a n d 
f a m i l i e s , e n t h u s i a s m , j o y , a n d sp ir 
ituality r u n h i g h for t h e y h a v e e m b r a c e d 
the tradi t ion o u t o f love . 

logical base for the mediating model o f Jewish 
family life which will shortly be delineated. 

** In the book's first chapter, there is a lengthy 
discussion of reason as the second source of rab
binic authority, along with the Sinaitic revelation 
as the first. See David Hartman's discussion in 
Maimonides: Torah and Philosophic Quest, Philadel
phia: Jewish Publication Society, 1976. A major 
rabbinic source for intellectual diversity is the case 
of Zaken Mamre, the rebellious elder. See Deut. 
17:8 -13 , Sanhedrin 86b and 88a, and Mishneh 
Torah, Laws of Rebels. 

I I . A u t h o r i t y a n d I n d e p e n d e n c e i n t h e 
J e w i s h F a m i l y 

T h e m o d e r n J e w i s h fami ly finds itself 
at the c r o s s r o a d s o f t h e w a n i n g in f lu 
e n c e o f tradi t ion a n d the i n c r e a s i n g in
r o a d s o f m o d e r n i t y . T h e d e c l i n e o f a u 
thori ty is a c o n s e q u e n c e o f the f o r m e r , 
a n d the p lural izat ion o f c h o i c e s is a 
f ea ture o f t h e latter. It, t h e r e f o r e , be 
c o m e s m o r e di f f icul t for parent s to i m 
part a part icular v a l u e s y s t e m to their 
c h i l d r e n w h e n o t h e r sys tems are avail
able . Yet , it is c o n c e i v a b l e that t h e au
thority o f t h e tradi t ion a n d the au
t o n o m y i n h e r e n t in t h e plural ist ic s itua
tion can be b r i d g e d . H o w did J e w i s h 
tradit ion v iew this conf l ict wi th in the 
c o n t e x t o f t h e family? H o w did it c o n 
ce ive t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e au
thori ty o f p a r e n t s a n d the i n d e p e n d e n c e 
o f c h i l d r e n ? 

A s tudy o f t h e classical J u d a i c texts 
d e a l i n g with p a r e n t - c h i l d re la t i onsh ips 
reveals that o b e d i e n c e to parenta l au
thority is t h e sacred n o r m p e r m e a t i n g 
family l i fe , b u t t h e r e is a l so a p r o f o u n d 
a w a r e n e s s o f the chi ld's n e e d s for i n d e 
p e n d e n c e . T h e tradit ion's sensi t iv i ty to 
the child's n e e d s c o u n t e r - b a l a n c e s the 
r e q u i r e m e n t f o r u n q u a l i f i e d o b e d i e n c e . 
B o t h thrusts obta in in t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p 
a n d b o t h are s a n c t i o n e d by t h e law. 

T h e author i ty o f p a r e n t s s h o u l d b e 
r e s p e c t e d b e c a u s e they s y m b o l i z e the 
m o s t f u n d a m e n t a l author i ty s y s t e m s o f 
J e w i s h l i fe , a n d b e c a u s e o f the ir n e e d s as 
real p e o p l e . Parents are e q u a t e d with 
G o d in t e r m s o f t h e h o n o r a n d rever
e n c e d u e t h e m . 6 R e s p e c t for p a r e n t s is 
ideal ly d e s i g n e d to s erve as t h e re la t ion
sh ip m o d e l o f re spec t for G o d . G o d is 
the chi ld's F a t h e r , o n c e r e m o v e d , e v e n 
as H e is t h e F a t h e r o f t h e J e w i s h 
p e o p l e . 7 

Parents n o t o n l y r e p r e s e n t G o d to 
their c h i l d r e n , but J e w i s h tradi t ion a n d 

6 Kiddushin 30b. 
7 Deut. 14:1. 
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history as well . H i r s c h i n t e r p r e t e d t h e 
fifth c o m m a n d m e n t in this spirit: 

T h e knowledge and acknowledgement o f his
torical facts depends solely on tradition, and 
tradi t ion d e p e n d s solely on the faithful 
transmission by parents to children, and on the 
willing acceptance by children from the hands 
of their parents. T h e continuance o f God's 
whole great institution of Judaism rests en
tirely on the theoretical and practical obedi
ence of children to parents, and kibbud av v'em 
is the basic condition for the eternal existence 
of the Jewish nat ion. 8 

Parent s are the m e a n s for b r i n g i n g G o d 
a n d J e w i s h t rad i t ion i n t o t h e l i fe o f t h e 
fami ly . T h e r e f o r e , o b e d i e n c e t o p a r e n t s 
will e n a b l e t h e ch i ld to accept t h e tradi
t ion . C o n c o m i t a n t l y , t h e a u t h o r i t y o f t h e 
p a r e n t s is r e i n f o r c e d by t h e a u t h o r i t y o f 
t h e t r a d i t i o n . 9 T h u s , as e a c h r e i n f o r c e s 
the o t h e r , t h e c h i l d is e x p o s e d to a m a s 
sive a u t h o r i t y s y s t e m that e n c o m p a s s e s 
the en t i re J e w i s h past a n d is b r o u g h t 
in to t h e i m m e d i a c y o f t h e p r e s e n t . 

Parents r e p r e s e n t n o t o n l y G o d a n d 
J e w i s h tradi t ion to their c h i l d r e n , but 
o t h e r author i ty figures as well . T h e 
T a l m u d states that " H o n o r thy fa ther" 
i n c l u d e s one ' s o l d e r b r o t h e r , 1 0 a n d this 
is e x t e n d e d to i n c l u d e scho lars , t h e 
p r o p h e t s a n d t h e a g e d . 1 1 

Parent s are n o t o n l y s y m b o l s , but 
p e o p l e with real n e e d s . T h e o b l i g a t i o n 
to h o n o r a n d r e v e r e t h e m is t rans la ted 
by the T a l m u d in to c o n c r e t e f o r m s : 
p r o v i d e t h e m with f o o d , dr ink , c l o t h i n g , 
a n d t ranspor ta t ion ; d o n o t i n t e r r u p t o r 
c o n t r a d i c t t h e m , n o r sit in the ir p laces at 
h o m e . O b v i o u s l y this app l i e s m o r e to 
adu l t c h i l d r e n a n d a g e d p a r e n t s t h a n to 
y o u n g c h i l d r e n a n d m i d d l e - a g e d par
e n t s w h o c a n f e n d for t h e m s e l v e s . " T h e 
w h o l e a i m o f this c o m m a n d m e n t is to 
s e c u r e pos i t i ve s u p p o r t for a g i n g par-

8 Samson Raphael Hirsch on Ex. 20:12. 
9 Mark Zborowski and Elizabeth Herzog, Life is 

With People. N e w York: Schocken, 1967, pp. 
3 3 5 - 6 . 

1 0 Ketubot 103b. 
1 1 Abarbanel on Ex. 20:12 . 

e n t s f r o m the ir c h i l d r e n . . , " 1 2 Parents ' 
a u t h o r i t y t h a t d e s e r v e s c h i l d r e n ' s 
min i s t ra t ions d e r i v e s f r o m t h e p la in fact 
that t h e y b r o u g h t t h e m i n t o t h e w o r l d . 1 3 

T h e child's o b l i g a t i o n t o h o n o r a n d 
r e v e r e p a r e n t s is n o t m e r e l y a r o l e re 
q u i r e m e n t , b u t a m e a n s t o w a r d f o r m i n g 
a n d m a i n t a i n i n g a r e l a t i o n s h i p . C e r t a i n 
mitzvot are re la ted t o acts; o t h e r s a re 
i n d i c a t i v e o f r e l a t i o n s h i p s . Kibbud, 
h o n o r , a n d yirah, r e v e r e n c e , ref lect t h e 
e m o t i o n a l b o n d s that a ch i ld h a s wi th his 
p a r e n t s . Acts w h i c h e x p r e s s yirah r e 
q u i r e e m o t i o n a l d i s t a n c e a n d se l f -
restraint; acts w h i c h e x p r e s s kibbud r e 
qu i re e m o t i o n a l c l o s e n e s s a n d ac t ion . 
Yirah s ymbo l i ze s p a r e n t a l a u t h o r i t y a n d 
ch i ld o b e d i e n c e , w h e r e a s kibbud d e n o t e s 
t h e chi ld's e x p r e s s i o n o f l o v e f o r his 
p a r e n t s . I n t h e s e two t e r m s is charac 
ter ized t h e chi ld's r e l a t i o n s h i p to his 
p a r e n t s as m o v i n g t o w a r d a n d away , 
s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n a n d se l f -res tra int , e m o 
t ional c l o s e n e s s a n d r e s p e c t f u l d i s ta nce . 
T h i s m o d e l o f p a r e n t - c h i l d r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
bears r e s e m b l a n c e to o t h e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
such as f r i e n d s , h u s b a n d a n d wi f e , a n d 
t e a c h e r a n d s t u d e n t w h e r e b o t h indi 
v i d u a l s c a n re la te o n t h e f u n c t i o n a l 
level , i .e , d i s t a n c e , a n d o n t h e a f fec t ive 
level , i .e . c l o s e n e s s . T h e c h i l d l earns t h e 
f u n d a m e n t a l s o f h u m a n r e l a t i o n s h i p s in 
t h e c o n t e x t o f his fami ly . 

Authority and Independence 

T h u s far , w e h a v e s tressed the J u d a i c 
r e q u i r e m e n t that c h i l d r e n h o n o r a n d 
r e v e r e the ir p a r e n t s and d e f e r t o t h e i r 
a u t h o r i t y b e c a u s e p a r e n t s s y m b o l i z e 
G o d a n d J e w i s h trad i t ion , h i s tory , a n d 
o t h e r f o r m i d a b l e au thor i ty figures in 
t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y . P a r e n t s a l s o 
h a v e real n e e d s for phys ica l c o m f o r t 

1 2 R. E. Clements, Cambridge Bible Commentary. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1972, p . 
125. 

1 3 Sefer Ha-Hinnukh, Mitzvah 33 . 
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a n d t h e d ign i ty that a c c o m p a n i e s a g e . 
By e n g a g i n g in this p a r a d o x i c a l re
la t i onsh ip o f c l o s e n e s s a n d d i s t a n c e , 
c h i l d r e n learn h o w to re late t o o t h e r s 
o u t s i d e t h e f a m i l y as par t o f t h e i r 
g r o w t h proces s . 

H a v i n g f irmly e s tab l i shed the s o u r c e s 
o f p a r e n t a l a u t h o r i t y , w e c a n ask 
w h e t h e r t h e child's n e e d for i n d e p e n 
d e n c e is l e g i t i m a t e d wi th in J e w i s h tradi
t ion. H o w d o e s t h e Halakhah r e so lve a 
c lash , a "will s t r u g g l e " b e t w e e n p a r e n t s 
a n d c h i l d r e n ? F o u r cases o f conf l ic t are 
c i ted in the Shulhan Arukh, C o d e o f 
J e w i s h Law, a n d , in e a c h o n e , the law 
s ides wi th t h e ch i ld . 

1. The Sabbath. If the parent told the child to 
violate the Sabbath, he need not heed him 
because the honor of God supersedes the 
honor o f parent s . 1 4 

2. Interpersonal Relations. I f the son wants to 
reconcile with an estranged friend and the 
father disapproves, the son need not heed 
his fa ther . 1 5 

3. /ntellectual and Moral Development. I f the son 
wanted to study Torah in a particular 
Yeshiva which was located in a dangerous 
neighborhood, and the father refused, cit
ing concern for his safety, the son may dis
obey and attend the Yeshiva of his cho ice . 1 6 

4. Marriage. If the father disagrees with the 
son's decision to marry a particular woman 
whom he (the son) has chosen, the son need 
not heed the fa ther . 1 7 

O n e o f t h e r e a s o n s for t h e p r e e m i 
n e n c e o f the chi ld's p r e f e r e n c e (in t h e 
latter t h r e e cases) o v e r t h e parent ' s is t h e 
l imi ta t ion o f filial o b l i g a t i o n s to t h e 
physical a n d integr i ty n e e d s o f the par
ent s . T h o s e matters that per ta in t o t h e 
g r o w t h n e e d s a n d pr ivate life o f t h e 
chi ld c a n n o t b e o v e r r u l e d by p a r e n t s . 1 8 

T o b e s u r e , p a r e n t s s h o u l d b e i n v o l v e d 
in the d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g p r o c e s s , but t h e 
final dec i s i on is t h e chi ld's . 

T h e f o u r cases s e e m t o ref lect t h e d e -

1 4 Lev. 19:3. 
1 5 Yoreh Deah 240.16 . 
16Ibid., 25. 
1 7 Rama, Ibid. 
1 8 Baiur Hagra, ibid. 

v e l o p m e n t a l p r o c e s s o f t h e ch i ld . Sab
bath o b s e r v a n c e is usua l ly t a u g h t d u r i n g 
early c h i l d h o o d , f r i e n d s h i p s take o n 
g r e a t e r p r o m i n e n c e at t h e o n s e t o f 
a d o l e s c e n c e , a n d m a r r i a g e is t h e task 
a n d g o a l o f t h e y o u n g adul t . With his 
en try in to m a r r i a g e , t h e ch i ld h a s left his 
parents ' h o m e a n d has b e g u n his l i fe as 
an i n d e p e n d e n t p e r s o n . It is readi ly a p 
p a r e n t that J e w i s h tradi t ion r e c o g n i z e s 
the chi ld's n e e d for i n d e p e n d e n c e a n d 
g r a n t s it to h i m in areas that d o not 
conf l ic t wi th parent s ' n e e d s . 

Parental Obligations to Children 

I n d e p e n d e n c e is no t on ly a f u n c t i o n 
o f the chi ld's n e e d to g r o w u p a n d b e 
c o m e a p e r s o n o n his o w n , but a lso a 
f u n c t i o n o f the parent s ' respons ib i l i t i e s 
to t h e ch i ld . T h e T a l m u d i m p o s e s six 
ob l iga t ions o n a p a r e n t : " T h e fa ther is 
b o u n d in r e s p e c t to his s o n to c i r c u m c i s e 
h i m , r e d e e m h i m (if h e is firstborn), 
t each h i m T o r a h , take a w i f e for h i m , 
a n d teach h i m a craft . S o m e say to t each 
h i m to s w i m t o o . " 1 9 C i r c u m c i s i o n a n d 
r e d e m p t i o n are m e a n t to c o n v e y the 
t ransmiss ion o f c o v e n a n t a n d m e m o r y , 
a n d t h e i n d e l i b l e e s s e n c e o f J e w i s h 
ident i ty . T e a c h i n g T o r a h d e v e l o p s crit
ical t h i n k i n g , m o r a l g r o w t h , a n d in
te l lectual i n d e p e n d e n c e in the ch i ld . 
P r e p a r i n g c h i l d r e n for m a r r i a g e re
quires that t h e h o m e e n v i r o n m e n t fos
ter t h e p s y c h o l o g i c a l capac i ty to l ove , 
t h e a s s u m p t i o n o f re spons ib i l i ty for 
o n e s e l f a n d o t h e r s , a n d i n t e r d e p e n 
d e n c e a m o n g fami ly m e m b e r s . T e a c h 
i n g t h e chi ld a t r a d e requires t h e p r o 
vis ion o f a s o u r c e o f e c o n o m i c d ign i ty 
a n d i n d e p e n d e n c e , which is p e r h a p s t h e 
m o s t critical i n d e x o f se l f -re l iance in 
a d u l t h o o d . T e a c h i n g h o w t o s w i m p r e 
pares the ch i ld to dea l wi th u n p r e d i c t a 
ble crisis s i tuat ions in a c o m p e t e n t m a n 
ner . 

1 9 Kiddushin 29a. 
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It is a p p a r e n t that t h e e n t i r e thrus t o f 
t h e p a r e n t s ' ob l i ga t ions t o the ir c h i l d r e n 
is t o h e l p t h e m t o g r o w u p t o b e c o m e 
p e r s o n s in the ir o w n r ight . T h e y are t o 
acce lerate the ir i n d e p e n d e n c e t h r o u g h 
the d e v e l o p m e n t a l p r o c e s s . Yet , e v e n as 
c h i l d r e n strive for se l f -real izat ion a n d 
p a r e n t s assist t h e m in this goa l , t h e y are 
b o u n d to t h e restr ic t ions o f the family's 
a u t h o r i t y s t r u c t u r e . It is this i n t e r p l a y 
that revea l s J u d a i s m ' s sensit ivity t o t h e 
p a r e n t - c h i l d r e l a t i o n s h i p in t h e fami ly . 

T h e p a r e n t - c h i l d r e l a t i o n s h i p is per 
c e i v e d t o b e in e x q u i s i t e b a l a n c e . 
N e i t h e r can d e m a n d total o b e i s a n c e . 
T h e r e is a m p l e t i m e a n d o p p o r t u n i t y 
for a u t h o r i t y a n d i n d e p e n d e n c e to co 
ex is t d u r i n g t h e chi ld's g r o w t h p r o c e s s . 
J u d a i s m has e s tab l i shed a "check a n d 
ba lance" s y s t e m to i n s u r e that p a r e n t s 
will b e s e r v e d a n d the ir d i g n i t y p r e 
s e r v e d by c h i l d r e n w h o m t h e y will h e l p 
to g r o w u p to b e c o m e i n d e p e n d e n t p e r 
sons . Parents a n d c h i l d r e n n e e d to d e 
p e n d o n e a c h o t h e r in o r d e r t o g r o w 
f r o m t h e i r i n t e r a c t i o n as a fami ly u n i t 
a n d as i n d i v i d u a l s . T r a d i t i o n a l J u d a i s m 
m a k e s this pos s ib l e t h r o u g h its d e l i n e a 
t ions o f fami ly s t ruc ture . 

I I I . M o d e l s o f A u t h o r i t y - A u t o n o m y 
R e l a t i o n s h i p s i n t h e M o d e r n 

J e w i s h F a m i l y 

O n e o f t h e p r o b l e m s o f t h e a u 
t h o r i t y - i n d e p e n d e n c e m o d e l j u s t d e 
scr ibed is that it has n o t b e e n p r o m i n e n t 
in J e w i s h h i s tory . It is di f f icult to find 
the s tory o f a J e w i s h family w h o s e style 
o f l i v ing c o n s c i o u s l y ba lances p a r e n t a l 
a u t h o r i t y wi th ch i ld i n d e p e n d e n c e . A p 
p a r e n t l y , w e c a n d e d u c e that , in t h e 
tradi t ional J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y , i n d e p e n 
d e n c e is n o t a v a l u e u p o n w h i c h m u c h 
effort is spent . It is an a s s u m e d quality o f 
the n u r t u r i n g p r o c e s s w h i c h is part o f 
t h e t a k e n - f o r - g r a n t e d c h a r a c t e r o f 
e v e r y d a y fami ly life. A u t h o r i t y is t h e 
c e n t r a l c o n c e r n , f o r it i n s u r e s t h e 

t r a n s m i s s i o n o f f u n d a m e n t a l va lues a n d 
t h e c o n t i n u i t y o f t h e t rad i t ion . 

T h e r e are a m p l e e x a m p l e s o f s tress 
o n c o n t i n u i t y . Isaac a n d J a c o b p l e d g e t o 
fulfill A b r a h a m ' s d e s t i n y as f a t h e r o f t h e 
J e w i s h p e o p l e ; A a r o n ' s c h i l d r e n p l e d g e 
to p e r p e t u a t e t h e p r i e s t h o o d ; S o l o m o n , 
to c o n t i n u e David's d y n a s t y . T h e e thica l 
will l i t era ture r e c o u n t s h o w fa thers in 
s t r u c t e d t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o c o n t i n u e 
s t u d y i n g t h e T o r a h a n d o b s e r v i n g t h e 
mitzvot.20 In t h e East E u r o p e a n shtet l , 
o b e d i e n c e was s t res sed a n d i n d e p e n 
d e n c e was n o t d i s c u s s e d . Parents d i d n o t 
v iew t h e i r p r i m a r y goa l as t h e d e v e l o p 
m e n t o f the ir ch i ldren ' s i n d e p e n d e n c e ; 
it was a n a s s u m e d fact o f c h i l d - r e a r i n g . 
A u t h o r i t y was irrat ional; r e a s o n s for 
c o m m a n d s w e r e n o t o f f e r e d . "You w e r e 
to ld y o u mustn ' t d o cer ta in t h i n g s , but 
y o u w e r e n e v e r to ld t h e r e a s o n w h y . But 
w e u n d e r s t o o d that it j u s t wasn't r ight . 
A n d w e o b e y e d . " 2 1 

A l t h o u g h t h e classical s o u r c e s s e e m to 
s u p p o r t a b a l a n c e b e t w e e n author i ty 
a n d i n d e p e n d e n c e , J e w i s h fami ly l ife 
b e f o r e t h e m o d e r n era d id n o t . I n s t e a d , 
it h a s a c c e n t u a t e d parenta l a u t h o r i t y as 
a g r e a t e r v a l ue t h a n the f o s t e r i n g o f 
chi ld i n d e p e n d e n c e as a way o f i n s u r i n g 
the survival o f t h e tradi t ion a n d t h e 
g r o u p . 

A u t h o r i t y i n t h e M o d e r n J e w i s h F a m i l y 

A u t h o r i t y in t h e m o d e r n J e w i s h f a m 
ily has d e c l i n e d b e c a u s e o f t h e w e a k n e s s 
o f the parenta l s y m b o l i c s y s t e m . W h e n 
be l i e f in G o d , r e l i g i o u s faith a n d prac 
tice, a n d t r a d i t i o n — t h e p r i m a r y s o u r c e s 
o f a u t h o r i t y i n t r a d i t i o n a l c o m 
m u n i t i e s — a r e q u e s t i o n e d , parenta l a u 
thor i ty m u s t b e d r a w n f r o m w i t h i n 
the n u c l e a r family itself. T h e s e s o u r c e s 
o f a u t h o r i t y a re q u e s t i o n e d b e c a u s e 
y o u t h , se l f -re l iance , a n d equal i ty , but -

2 0 Encyclopedia Judaica, Vol. 16, pp . 5 3 0 - 1 . 
2 1 Zborowski and Herzog, op. cit., p. 336 . 
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tressed by t h e va lue o f i n d i v i d u a l i s m , 
are e s t e e m e d o v e r a g e , w i s d o m , a n d 
i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e w h i c h are r e p r e s e n t e d 
by tradi t ion . I n this cul tural mi l i eu , par
ents are thrust back u p o n t h e m s e l v e s to 
d e v i s e ways o f c o p i n g wi th t h e c h a l l e n g e 
to the ir au thor i ty a n d to c o n f i r m the ir 
ident i ty as p a r e n t s . As t h e c o n f i r m a t i o n 
o f ident i ty r e q u i r e s stable s t ruc tures o f 
plausibi l i ty , p a r e n t s in n u c l e a r fami l ies 
are qu i t e a l o n e in their e f for t s t o ga in 
the a c q u i e s c e n c e o f the ir c h i l d r e n a n d t o 
af f irm t h e l eg i t imacy o f the ir ro le . 

T h e p r o b l e m o f authori ty in the family 
is a m i c r o c o s m o f t h e p r o b l e m o f au
thority in larger social ins t i tut ions . I n 
st i tut ions are p e r c e i v e d to b e c o e r c i v e , as 
they force t h e ind iv idua l to act in p r e 
scr ibed ways . I n a soc ie ty c o m p r i s e d o f 
stable ins t i tut ions , parenta l au thor i ty is 
r e i n f o r c e d by the l arger inst i tut ional 
o r d e r . I n a s o c i e t y o f r a p i d s o c i o -
cul tural a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l c h a n g e , n e w 
va lues , m o r e s , a n d life styles cons tant ly 
a p p e a r . W h e n i n d i v i d u a l s b e g i n t o 
q u e s t i o n t h e c o e r c i v e , t a k e n - f o r - g r a n t e d 
character o f inst i tut ional l i fe , they initi
a te a p r o c e s s o f " d e i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a 
t i o n . " 2 2 T h e y create m o r e a l ternat ives 
a n d m o r e c h o i c e s . T h e r e are s o m e 
p e o p l e w h o c a n h a n d l e t h e grea ter o p 
por tun i t i e s t h u s a f f o r d e d , wh i l e o t h e r s 
b e c o m e easi ly c o n f u s e d d u e to t h e p a u 
city o f e x t e r n a l g u i d e l i n e s a n d internal 
contro l s . 

Parental au thor i ty is in t imate ly b o u n d 
u p wi th t h e stability o f t h e inst i tut ional 
o r d e r . W h e n t h e latter is w e a k e n e d , so is 
the f o r m e r . N o t on ly is t h e re s tora t ion 
o f parenta l author i ty a y e o m a n task, but 
m a n y w o u l d q u e s t i o n t h e va lue o f this 
e f for t in t h e l ight o f its poss ib le futil ity. 
M o r e o v e r , n e w f o r m s o f re la t ionsh ips 
b e t w e e n s p o u s e s a n d p a r e n t s a n d chi l 
d r e n , based o n d e m o c r a t i c pr inc ip le s , 

2 2 Peter Berger, Brigitte Berger, Hansfried 
Kellner. The Homeless Mind. New York: Random 
House , 1973. 

h a v e e m e r g e d . T h e s e s tructural c h a n g e s 
a f f e c t b o t h t r a d i t i o n a l a n d n o n -
tradit ional J e w i s h fami l i es . 

T h e variety o f fami ly s t ruc tures with 
r e g a r d t o t h e a u t h o r i t y - a u t o n o m y 
d i c h o t o m y c a n b e c a t e g o r i z e d in to t h r e e 
m o d e l s : au thor i tar ian , ega l i tar ian , a n d 
m e d i a t i n g . Each m o d e l is r e p r e s e n t e d 
by a part icular s e g m e n t o f the J e w i s h 
c o m m u n i t y : t h e H a s i d i c family; t h e as
s imi la ted fami ly; a n d t h e tradi t ional 
fami ly . 

The Authoritarian Model 

T h e a u t h o r i t a r i a n m o d e l , a var iat ion 
o f t h e a u t h o r i t y - i n d e p e n d e n c e m o d e l , 
s tresses t h e centra l ro le o f t h e parents ' 
au thor i ty in t h e fami ly a n d d o e s n o t 
c o n c e r n i tself wi th actively p r o m o t i n g 
chi ld i n d e p e n d e n c e . It is a carry-over 
f r o m t h e patr iarchal fami ly w h i c h p r e 
vai led in p r e - m o d e r n t i m e s a n d , m o s t 
recent ly , in t h e East E u r o p e a n shtetl. 

T h e g r o u p in m o d e r n t i m e s that 
portrays this m o d e l o f fami ly or ienta 
t ion is t h e H a s i d i m . In t h e H a s i d i c f a m 
ily, t h e fa ther v iews h i m s e l f as t h e u n 
q u e s t i o n e d author i ty f i g u r e , t o w h o m 
his wi fe a n d c h i l d r e n s h o w d e f e r e n c e . It 
is his respons ib i l i ty to e d u c a t e his chi l
d r e n to be l e a r n e d a n d p i o u s J e w s . H e 
d e m a n d s e x c e l l e n c e f r o m t h e m in 
T o r a h s tudy a n d bans secular c u l t u r e 
f r o m g a i n i n g en try in to t h e h o m e . 2 3 

T h e a u t h o r i t a r i a n m o d e l is n o t a via
ble o p t i o n for t h e major i ty o f J e w s 
today . Most J e w i s h fami l ies c o u l d n o t 
e n v i s i o n t h e m s e l v e s l e a d i n g a n e x i s t e n c e 
that is s e l f - insu la ted , author i tar ian , a n d 
a cul tural c a r r y - o v e r f r o m p r e - m o d e r n 
t imes . T h e y p r e f e r t o b e part o f t h e 
larger soc ie ty a n d dea l with t h e impl i ca 
t ions r e s u l t i n g f r o m the accu l turat ion 
proces s . 

2 3 See Solomon Poll, The Hasidic Community of 
Williamsburg. New York: Schocken, 1969, for a 
fuller description of the Hasidic family. 
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The Egalitarian Model 

T h e e g a l i t a r i a n m o d e l e m p h a s i z e s 
equal i ty a m o n g fami ly m e m b e r s a n d pa
renta l respons ib i l i ty to d e v e l o p the ir 
ch i ldren ' s i n d e p e n d e n c e . It is a t t u n e d to 
t h e c h i l d - o r i e n t a t i o n i n W e s t e r n 
soc iet ies . Parents t e n d to d o w n p l a y the ir 
author i ty a n d t h e e m o t i o n a l d i s t a n c e 
that it e v o k e s ; i n s t e a d t h e y strive t o d e 
v e l o p c l o s e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s wi th t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n by e m p h a s i z i n g c o m m o n inter 
ests a n d goa l s . 

T h e i d e o l o g y s u p p o r t i n g this m o d e l is 
b a s e d o n t h e ega l i tar ian pr inc ip l e w h i c h 
s u g g e s t s that ro les s h o u l d b e d e m a r 
c a t e d a l o n g h o r i z o n t a l l i n e s . 2 4 T h e 
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g proces s is s o m e t i m e s 
s t r u c t u r e d by t h e family c o u n c i l m e e t i n g 
in w h i c h e v e r y o n e e x p r e s s e s i d e a s , a n d 
d e c i s i o n s are arr ived at democrat i ca l ly , 
based o n t h e p r i n c i p l e o f o n e p e r s o n -
o n e v o t e . T h e e f f e c t o f this s t ruc ture is 
to e l i m i n a t e t h e h i e r a r c h y o f the family's 
au thor i ty s y s t e m a n d subst i tute in s t ead 
the n o t i o n o f equal i ty a m o n g its m e m 
b e r s . T h e e g a l i t a r i a n m o d e l c h a r a c 
ter izes t h e ass imi la ted J e w i s h fami ly . 
T h e i d e o l o g y o f f e m i n i s m has b e e n ab
s o r b e d by the m o t h e r as a g u i d e for h e r 
r e l a t i o n s h i p t o h e r h u s b a n d a n d chi l 
d r e n . Se l f -actual izat ion is t h e p r e v a i l i n g 
goal for all fami ly m e m b e r s , e v e n i f it 
l eads t o ass imi la t ion i n t o t h e l arger cu l 
ture . T i e s t o t h e o r g a n i z e d J e w i s h c o m 
m u n i t y are t e n u o u s , as is the c o m m i t 
m e n t to d i s t inc t ive J e w i s h b e h a v i o r . 
P lura l izat ion is t h e cul tural , p r e v a i l i n g 
n o r m . T h e fami ly fee l s c o m f o r t a b l e in 
r e - a r r a n g i n g its social s t ruc ture b e c a u s e 
it is n o t s i g n i f i c a n t l y i n f l u e n c e d by 
tradi t ional f o r m s o f J e w i s h fami ly l i fe . It 
sees i tse l f as l iv ing in t h e p r e s e n t a n d 
r e f u s e s to b e b u r d e n e d wi th the w e i g h t 
o f h i s tory . 

2 4 E. W. Burgess, H. J. Locke, and M. M. 
T h o m a s , The Family: From Institution to Com
panionship (3rd Ed.). New York: American, 1963. 

T h e ega l i tar ian fami ly is m o r e attrac
t ive t h a n t h e a u t h o r i t a r i a n fami ly for 
m o d e r n J e w s . It is au courant, l o o s e , 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d , o p e n , i n n o v a t i v e , a n d 
t h e r e f o r e inv i t ing . Yet , in t e r m s o f t h e 
in teres t s o f t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y , t h e 
a b s e n c e o f c lo se ties to J e w i s h l i fe , t h e 
superf ic ia l i ty a n d i n f r e q u e n c y o f J e w i s h 
b e h a v i o r s , a n d t h e low fertil ity rate in 
evi tably c o n t r i b u t e to ass imi la t ion a n d 
i n t e r m a r r i a g e . A s s u c h , this m o d e l d o e s 
not b o d e wel l for J e w i s h survival . 

The Mediating Model 

T h e m e d i a t i n g m o d e l takes , as its 
s tart ing p o i n t , Pe ter B e r g e r ' s d e f i n i t i o n 
o f m e d i a t i n g s t ruc tures as " those in 
s t i tut ions w h i c h s t a n d b e t w e e n t h e ind i 
v idua l in his pr iva te s p h e r e a n d t h e 
l a r g e i n s t i t u t i o n s o f t h e p u b l i c 
s p h e r e . " 2 5 T h e fami ly is o n e s u c h in 
st i tut ion as it a t t e m p t s to r e d u c e a l i ena
t ion in t h e publ i c s p h e r e a n d a n o m i e in 
the pr ivate s p h e r e by s u p p l y i n g t h e in 
d i v i d u a l wi th social s u p p o r t s that p r o 
v i d e m e a n i n g a n d ident i ty to h i s l o c a t i o n 
in soc iety . 

In t h e m e d i a t i n g m o d e l , t h e J e w i s h 
fami ly , in a d d i t i o n t o m e d i a t i n g b e t w e e n 
the pub l i c a n d pr ivate s p h e r e s , m e d i a t e s 
b e t w e e n tradi t ion a n d m o d e r n i t y , b e 
t w e e n t h e m e m o r i e s o f t h e past a n d t h e 
real i t ies o f t h e p r e s e n t . It t e n d s t o b e 
tradi t ional in its o r i e n t a t i o n . Its o u t l o o k 
o n t h e w o r l d is c o l o r e d by J e w i s h 
tradi t ional va lues a n d its c o n d u c t is r e g 
u l a t e d by ritual pract ices . 

It h a s n o d e n o m i n a t i o n a l label; t h e r e 
f o r e , it e n c o m p a s s e s any fami ly that 
s t r u g g l e s t o m e d i a t e b e t w e e n t h e c o n 
c e p t u a l a n d b e h a v i o r a l d e m a n d s o f 
J e w i s h t rad i t ion a n d the i d e o l o g i e s a n d 
l ife styles o f m o d e r n soc iety . T h e m e d i 
a t i o n p r o c e s s is d i f f i c u l t a n d e v e r -

2 5 Peter L. Berger, Facing Up to Modernity: Ex
cursions in Society, Politics and Religion. New York: 
Basic Books, 1977, p . 132. 
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c h a l l e n g i n g , for it r equ ires t h e transla
t ion o f J e w i s h v a l u e s a n d c o n c e p t s i n t o a 
m o d e r n vocabu lary wi th w h i c h t o c o n 
front va lues a n d c o n c e p t s that are an
tithetical t o t h e tradi t ion . T h e fami ly 
e x p e r i e n c e s marg ina l i ty in its c o n t i n u 
o u s d i a l o g u e wi th tradi t ion a n d m o d 
erni ty . 

T h e p lura l i za t ion o f t h e s e t w o w o r l d s 
affects t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n p a r e n t s 
and c h i l d r e n . T h e r e is a n i n t e g r a t i o n o f 
a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m a n d d e m o c r a c y , b e 
t w e e n t h e c o n t r o l s i m p o s e d by p a r e n t s , 
a n d t h e ch i ldren ' s par t i c ipat ion in f a m 
ily dec i s ions . Parenta l a u t h o r i t y is in tro
d u c e d m o r e soft ly , a n d ch i ldren ' s i n d e 
p e n d e n c e is a c c e n t u a t e d m o r e d e 
l iberate ly t h a n in t h e o t h e r m o d e l s . 
T h e fami ly strives to m a i n t a i n a b a l a n c e 
b e t w e e n t h e e m o t i o n a l n e e d s o f the par
ents a n d the d e v e l o p m e n t a l n e e d s o f the 
c h i l d r e n . 

T h e m e d i a t i n g fami ly insu la tes i tself 
e n o u g h f r o m t h e l arger soc ie ty in o r d e r 
to p r e s e r v e a J e w i s h tradi t ional way o f 
l i fe , but it is o p e n e n o u g h to p e r m i t 
m a n y o f t h e society's cu l tura l p a t t e r n s to 
e n t e r . It assoc iates with o t h e r fami l ies 
w h o h a v e s imilar c o n c e r n s . T h r o u g h 
t h e s e s t ruc tures o f plausibi l i ty , it re in 
forces its ident i ty as a fami ly that is b o t h 
tradit ional a n d m o d e r n at the s a m e 
t i m e , in t h e mids t o f a s ign i f i cant s t rug
g le t o i n t e g r a t e conf l i c t ing i d e o l o g i e s in 
o r d e r to p r o v i d e a v iable d irec t ion f o r its 
f u t u r e . * 

In s u m , t h e pauc i ty o f l eg i t imat ions 
f r o m J e w i s h h i s tory r e g a r d i n g t h e via
bil i ty o f t h e a u t h o r i t y - i n d e p e n d e n c e 
m o d e l in real l ife l ed u s to p r o p o s e t h r e e 

* It is in this sense that the integrative option for 
the retention o f religion, discussed earlier, serves 
as the essential vehicle for insuring the viability o f 
the mediating family. As the integrative option 
requires a dialogue between the present and the 
past, with the latter's translation into the former, 
so too does the mediating family foster interaction 
between Jewish memory and secular reality in its 
efforts to live in both worlds. 

c o n t e m p o r a r y var ia t ions . T h e s e m o d e l s 
can a lso b e c a t e g o r i z e d as idea l t y p e s , 
for t h e y h a r d l y ex i s t in p u r e f o r m . T h e 
a u t h o r i t a r i a n f a m i l y p e r m i t s s o m e 
egal i tar ian f o r m s o f d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g . 
T h e ega l i tar ian fami ly m a y n o t b e total ly 
as s imi la ted , a n d m a y i n t r o d u c e s o m e 
m e d i a t i o n i n t o its J e w i s h e x p e r i e n c e s . 
T h e m e d i a t i n g fami ly m a y b e egal i ta
r ian in s o m e r e s p e c t s a n d a u t h o r i t a r i a n 
in o t h e r s . 

T h e t h r e e m o d e l s i l lustrate d i f f e r e n t 
ways in w h i c h J e w i s h fami l ies dea l wi th 
t h e t e n s i o n s g e n e r a t e d by t h e in terac
t ion o f p a r e n t a l au thor i ty a n d ch i ld in
d e p e n d e n c e . T h e author i tar ian fami ly 
tries to fo l low its patr iarchal ances tors 
by as ser t ing pa terna l c o n t r o l a n d d e n y 
i n g ch i ldren ' s i n d e p e n d e n c e as a n act ive 
c o n c e r n . T h e e g a l i t a r i a n f a m i l y d e -
e m p h a s i z e s p a r e n t a l a u t h o r i t y a n d 
p e r m i t s ch i ldren ' s g r e a t e r i n d e p e n d e n t 
in i t ia t ives . T h e m e d i a t i n g fami ly at
t e m p t s to j u x t a p o s e t h e past a n d t h e 
p r e s e n t , t rad i t ion a n d m o d e r n i t y . It is a 
c o n s t a n t s t r u g g l e , p e r m e a t e d wi th fail
u r e a n d u n c e r t a i n t y , for v a l u e conf l icts 
are n o t a lways m e d i a t e d successful ly . 
T h e m e d i a t i n g fami ly m o d e l has the 
bes t po ten t ia l for J e w i s h survival in 
m o d e r n t i m e s b e c a u s e it o c c u p i e s t h e 
m i d d l e g r o u n d , a n d is attractive to J e w s 
w h o w a n t to b e n u r t u r e d by t h e r i chness 
o f J e w i s h tradi t ion a n d also r e a p t h e 
bene f i t s o f m o d e r n cu l ture . 

I V . T h e P r o f e s s i o n a l R o l e 

As p r o f e s s i o n a l s , o u r task is to h e l p 
J e w i s h fami l ies ask a n d a n s w e r t h e s e 
q u e s t i o n s : W h i c h va lues s h o u l d charac 
ter ize o u r r e l a t i o n s h i p as a family? W h a t 
k ind o f adu l t s d o w e w a n t o u r c h i l d r e n 
to b e w h e n t h e y g r o w up? H o w s h o u l d 
w e re late t o J e w i s h tradit ion? H o w d o 
w e l ive in t h e m o d e r n w o r l d a n d , at t h e 
s a m e t i m e , n o t cut o u r s e l v e s o f f f r o m 
the past? W h a t are o u r p u r p o s e s as a 
J e w i s h family? E a c h family will n e e d t o 
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s t r u g g l e wi th t h e s e q u e s t i o n s in its o w n 
way. A n s w e r s will n o t b e easily for th 
c o m i n g , n o r will t h e y b e f inal . T h e q u e s t 
for clarity o f p u r p o s e is a c o n t i n u o u s 
p r o c e s s for t h e family that n e g a t e s t h e 
e x t r e m e o p t i o n s o f in su la t ion a n d as
s imi la t ion a n d ins t ead , c h o o s e s i n t e g r a 
t i o n . * T h e task o f i n t e g r a t i n g t h e pas t 
w i th t h e p r e s e n t , t r a d i t i o n a l J e w i s h 
v a l u e s w i t h c o n t e m p o r a r y s e c u l a r 
v a l u e s , a n a n c i e n t l a n g u a g e wi th a m o d 
e r n l a n g u a g e , r e q u i r e s s e r i o u s a t t e n t i o n 
a n d c o n s i d e r a b l e e f for t . It e n c o m p a s s e s 
e d u c a t i o n a l , e x p e r i e n t i a l , a n d soc ia l 
c o m p o n e n t s that n e e d to b e f u s e d if t h e 
fami ly is t o d e v e l o p a v i s ion o f its f u t u r e 
t h r o u g h a d i a l o g u e wi th t h e past . 

Fami l i e s w h o inc l ine t o w a r d t h e inte 
grat ive o p t i o n , w h o w a n t t o c o n n e c t wi th 
t h e J e w i s h past in a w a y that d o e s n o t 
c o m p r o m i s e the ir o r i e n t a t i o n t o w a r d 
m o d e r n c u l t u r e , will n e e d h e l p f r o m 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s . T h e s e fami l ies will re
q u i r e a spec ia l i zed J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n , 
part i cu lar J e w i s h e x p e r i e n c e s , a n d b e 
l o n g i n g t o J e w i s h social g r o u p i n g s . 

T o faci l i tate t h e i n t e n s i v e s tudy o f 
classical J u d a i c t ex t s , p a r e n t s m u s t b e 
f r e e d f r o m s o m e o f the ir respons ib i l i t i e s 
by s t a g g e r i n g w o r k h o u r s , p r o v i d i n g 
d a y c a r e serv ices , baby sitters , or b r i n g 
i n g t h e c l a s s r o o m i n t o t h e h o m e . T h i s 
l e a r n i n g r e q u i r e s the o r g a n i z a t i o n o f 
t i m e a n d p lace with regular i ty , a n d a 
partial r e s t r u c t u r i n g o f e c o n o m i c a n d 
social a r r a n g e m e n t s . 

M a x i m i z i n g t h e e d u c a t i o n a l e f f o r t re 
q u i r e s t h e m e t i c u l o u s p r e p a r a t i o n o f 
t e x t s o n c e n t r a l t h e m e s in J e w i s h 
t h o u g h t , a c c o m p a n i e d by p r o b i n g q u e s 
t ions for d i s c u s s i o n . T h e s e mater ia l s 
c o u l d take t h e f o r m o f p a m p h l e t s o n 
se l ec ted subjects that m a y also i n c l u d e 
classical s o u r c e s in p h i l o s o p h y , pol it ical 
a n d social s c i e n c e , a n d p s y c h o l o g y . 

* The term "integration" is used interchangeably 
with "mediation." 

I n t h e actual t e a c h i n g p r o c e s s , par
t ic ipants are e n c o u r a g e d t o th ink for 
t h e m s e l v e s , t o c o m e u p wi th the ir o w n 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f t h e t ex t s , a n d t o o f f e r 
the ir in s igh t s b a s e d o n the ir in te l l ec tua l 
g r a s p a n d l i fe e x p e r i e n c e s . E v e r y o n e ' s 
c o n t r i b u t i o n has v a l u e . T h e t e a c h e r e n 
c o u r a g e s c o n t i n u o u s p r o b i n g t o e n 
h a n c e t h e var i e ty a n d d e p t h o f i n 
t e r p r e t a t i o n s . 

A l o n g wi th J e w i s h s t u d y , t h e p r o f e s 
s ional a n d t h e a g e n c y o f f e r fami l i e s t h e 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o e x p e r i e n c e d i f f e r e n t as
p e c t s o f J u d a i s m by l iv ing t h e m in actu; 
t h e Shabbat , fest ivals , m e m o r i a l o b s e r 
v a n c e s , p r a y e r , rites o f p a s s a g e , g i v i n g 
tzedakah a n d v is i t ing Israel . T h e s e e x p e 
r i e n c e s are g i v e n n e w d i m e n s i o n s o f 
m e a n i n g w h e n f a m i l i e s p a r t i c i p a t e 
se lect ive ly in t h e a n c i e n t r i tuals b a s e d o n 
their r e a d i n e s s , r e f i n e t h e m a n d p u t in 
the ir o w n d i f f e r e n c e , a n d u s e the ir o w n 
v o c a b u l a r y t o a c h i e v e u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 
T h e p r o f e s s i o n a l is u r g e d t o e x e r c i s e 
se l f -restraint in the t e m p t a t i o n to i m 
p o s e his o w n ritual f o r m s o n t o t h e i r e x 
p e r i e n c e s . H e rea l izes that t h e y a re try
i n g t o f ind the ir way; his task is to h e l p 
t h e m by o f f e r i n g his k n o w l e d g e , e x p e r 
tise, a n d t h e availabil ity o f o p t i o n s . 

T h e social d i m e n s i o n re fers to t h e 
crea t i o n o f a s e n s e o f b e l o n g i n g to a 
c o m m u n i t y . It is i n t e r t w i n e d wi th t h e 
e d u c a t i o n a l a n d t h e e x p e r i e n t i a l , for 
t ex tua l s t u d y a n d cu l tura l e x p e r i e n c e s 
take p lace in g r o u p s . T h e c o m m u n i t y 
that is f o r m e d is a n e w c o m m u n i t y o f 
t h e J e w i s h spirit , c o n s i s t i n g o f a g r o u p 
o f p e o p l e w h o m e e t a n d s h a r e in o r d e r 
to d e e p e n their J e w i s h ident i t i e s a n d 
v i s i o n s . I t t r a n s c e n d s g e o g r a p h i c 
b o u n d a r i e s a n d a g e n c y m e m b e r s h i p s . 
T h e call g o e s o u t to all J e w i s h fami l i e s in 
t h e a r e a — e x t e n d e d fami l i e s , n u c l e a r 
fami l i e s , s i n g l e - p a r e n t fami l i e s , in ter 
m a r r i e d fami l i e s , r e c o n s t i t u t e d f a m i l i e s , 
non-af f i l ia ted fami l i e s , a n d e v e n s i n g l e s 
to c r e a t e the ir J e w i s h f u t u r e by c o m m i t 
t ing t h e m s e l v e s to s tudy a n d pract ice 
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t o g e t h e r , a n d in t h e pr ivacy o f the ir o w n 
h o m e s . 

T h e profess ional ' s o w n zeal m u s t b e 
c o m m u n i c a t e d if h e is to i g n i t e a spark 
o f e n t h u s i a s m for this project . I f h e 
truly v a l u e s J e w i s h fami l ies a n d be l i eves 
in t h e possibi l i ty o f the ir g r o w t h , h e will 
s erve t h e m with d e d i c a t i o n a n d s h a r p e n 
his skills to h e l p t h e m trans late the ir 
v is ions in to real i ty . T h e ideal is a c h i e v e d 
w h e n t h e e n t i r e c o m m u n i t y d e d i c a t e s it
s e l f t o a n a c t i v e , f o r m a l q u e s t f o r 
m e a n i n g f u l J e w i s h l iving. 

In c o n c l u s i o n , this p a p e r has p r e 
s e n t e d o n e p e r s o n ' s v i s ion o f w h a t t h e 
m o d e r n J e w i s h family can b e c o m e — a 
social uni t wh ich reta ins g e n e r a t i o n a l 
d i f f e r e n c e s , w h e r e c h i l d r e n learn s u c h 
f u n d a m e n t a l s o f h u m a n re la t ionsh ips as 

l ove , i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e , and r e s p e c t for 
e l d e r s , a n d w h e r e parent s a n d c h i l d r e n 
m u t u a l l y r e s p e c t e a c h o thers ' n e e d s for 
author i ty a n d i n d e p e n d e n c e . 

Parent -ch i ld in terac t ion is c o n c e i v e d 
in the b r o a d e r f r a m e w o r k o f t h e in
teract ion b e t w e e n tradi t ion a n d m o d e r 
nity. J e w i s h t rad i t ion is to b e u n d e r s t o o d 
in plural ist ic t e r m s , avai lable for t h e in
d iv idua l to g r a s p o n his o w n inte l lectual 
a n d e x p e r i e n t i a l l e v e l . E a c h f a m i l y 
m e m b e r is e n c o u r a g e d t o r e l a t e t o 
J e w i s h tradi t ion a c c o r d i n g to his level o f 
c o m p r e h e n s i o n . A s t h e fami ly translates 
the tradi t ion i n t o t h e l a n g u a g e it u n d e r 
s tands , t h e tradi t ion b e c o m e s a l ife f o r c e 
that g u i d e s t h e family in t h e r e s o l u t i o n 
o f its v a l ue conf l ic ts a n d in its p l a n n i n g 
for t h e f u t u r e . 
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