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Introduction 
I n t h e S p r i n g o f 1 9 8 2 , t h e J e w i s h 

H o s p i c e C o m m i s s i o n o f g r e a t e r L o s 
A n g e l e s b e g a n t o e x p l o r e h o s p i c e s e r ­
v ice d e l i v e r y s e t t i n g s a v a i l a b l e t o p a ­
t i e n t s a n d f ami l i e s in t h e g r e a t e r L o s 
A n g e l e s a r e a , in a n a t t e m p t t o i d e n t i f y 
s o m e o f t h e n e e d s o f J e w i s h p a t i e n t s a n d 
f a m i l i e s c a r e d f o r in t h e s e h o s p i c e p r o ­
g r a m s . 

H o s p i c e as a s y s t e m o f c a r i n g f o r t h e 
t e r m i n a l l y ill is r a p i d l y g r o w i n g a n d 
g a i n i n g a c c e p t a n c e a m o n g t h e p u b l i c 
a n d h e a l t h c a r e p r o v i d e r s . I n 1 9 8 1 , 
t h e r e w e r e s o m e 7 0 0 h o s p i c e p r o g r a m s 
in d e v e l o p m e n t in t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , 
a n d 4 4 0 h o s p i c e s l o c a t e d in v a r i o u s 
a r e a s in t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . 1 T h e p r e c i s e 
n u m b e r o f h o s p i c e p r o g r a m s a v a i l a b l e 
t o t h e g r e a t e r L o s A n g e l e s c o m m u n i t y 
was n o t p r e c i s e l y k n o w n a t t h e t i m e o f 
t h e s t u d y . A l t h o u g h d e m o g r a p h i c 
s t u d i e s i n d i c a t e d t h e r e w e r e s o m e o n e -
h a l f m i l l i o n J e w s l iv ing i n t h e g r e a t e r 
L o s A n g e l e s a r e a , t h e r e d i d n o t s e e m 
t o b e a n y s t u d i e s a v a i l a b l e i n d i c a t i n g 
t h e i r u s e o r k n o w l e d g e o f h o s p i c e c a r e 
fac i l i t ies . 

T h e p u r p o s e o f th is s t u d y , t h e r e f o r e , 
w a s t o i d e n t i f y t h e h o s p i c e s e r v i c e de l iv ­
e r y s e t t i n g s a v a i l a b l e t o h o s p i c e p a t i e n t s 
a n d t h e i r f ami l i e s in t h e g r e a t e r L o s 
A n g e l e s a r e a a n d to assess t h e n e e d s o f 
J e w i s h p a t i e n t s a n d t h e i r f ami l i e s in 
t h e s e p r o g r a m s . . . n e e d s , as p e r c e i v e d 
f r o m t h e p e r s p e c t i v e o f h o s p i c e c a r e g i v ­
e r s . 

1 Los Angeles Times, August 30, 1982. 

The Study Method 
W r i t t e n a n d t e l e p h o n e c o n t a c t w a s 

m a d e w i t h t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d i r e c t o r s 
o f t h e h o s p i c e p r o g r a m s l o c a t e d in t h e 
g r e a t e r L o s A n g e l e s a r e a d e s c r i b i n g t h e 
s t u d y a n d r e q u e s t i n g p e r m i s s i o n f o r 
t r a i n e d i n t e r v i e w e r s t o cal l f o r a n a p ­
p o i n t m e n t . I n a d d i t i o n , e a c h h o s p i c e 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r was a s k e d t o n o m i n a t e a n 
a d d i t i o n a l s t a f f m e m b e r o f t h e i r c h o i c e , 
in t h e i r h o s p i c e s e t t i n g , s o i n t e r v i e w e r s 
c o u l d m e e t w i t h t w o p e r s o n s f r o m e a c h 
h o s p i c e a g e n c y . P e r m i s s i o n w a s g r a n t e d 
f o r i n t e r v i e w s i n all i n s t a n c e s . 

A n i n s t r u m e n t w a s d e v e l o p e d f o r 
d a t a c o l l e c t i o n . T h i r t e e n v o l u n t e e r 
i n t e r v i e w e r s w e r e r e c r u i t e d f r o m t h e 
J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y , t r a i n e d in bas ic h o s ­
p i c e c o n c e p t s a n d in i n t e r v i e w t e c h ­
n i q u e s o v e r a p e r i o d o f six w e e k s . 

Sample 
T h e r e w e r e f ive h o s p i t a l - b a s e d ( in ­

p a t i e n t ) h o s p i c e m o d e l s a n d n i n e t e e n 
m i x e d c o m m u n i t y / h o m e - c a r e - b a s e d 
h o s p i c e m o d e l s in t h e g r e a t e r L o s 
A n g e l e s a r e a a t t h e t i m e o f t h e s t u d y . 
T h e r e a r e f o u r t yp i ca l h o s p i c e m o d e l s in 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , a c c o r d i n g t o M c D o n ­
n e l l , 2 i n c l u d i n g h o s p i t a l - b a s e d , h o m e -
c a r e - b a s e d , f r e e - s t a n d i n g , a n d m i x e d 
c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d . I t is c o n c e i v a b l e a 
few of t h e h o s p i c e m o d e l s in t h e s t u d y 
c o u l d b e d e f i n e d as m o r e t h a n o n e 
m o d e l , b u t f o r p u r p o s e s o f c l a r i t y , w e 

2 Alice McDonnell , The Organization and Admin­
istration of Hospice. Unpublished dissertation. (New 
York: Columbia University, 1982). 
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c h o s e to a d d r e s s on ly t w o basic serv ice 
de l ivery m o d e l s . 

T h e s a m p l e o f t w e n t y - f o u r h o s p i c e 
a g e n c i e s in the area ref lect t h e two basic 
s e r v i c e d e l i v e r y s e t t i n g s f o r h o s p i c e 
care , n a m e l y in -pat i en t a n d h o m e - c a r e . 
N a t i o n a l H o s p i c e O r g a n i z a t i o n d e f i n e s 
a hosp i ta l -based h o s p i c e p r o g r a m as o n e 
w h i c h is based in a n a c u t e - c a r e hosp i ta l 
with a spec ia l i zed pal l iat ive care o r h o s ­
p ice uni t . O u r s tudy l o c a t e d t h r e e s u c h 
set t ings: P a r k w o o d H o s p i c e in C a n o g a 
Park, the V e t e r a n s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n in 
B r e n t w o o d , a n d t h e Kaiser P e r m a n e n t e 
H o s p i c e in N o r w a l k . A n a c u t e care h o s ­
pital h o s p i c e c o n s u l t a n t p r o g r a m c o n ­
sist ing o f a special ly t ra ined interdisc i ­
p l inary h o s p i c e t e a m , p r o v i d i n g serv ices 
to h o s p i c e pat ients t h r o u g h o u t a g e n e r a l 
hospi ta l was f o u n d in o n e ins tance , t h e 
Cedars -S ina i Medica l C e n t e r H o s p i c e 
P r o g r a m in Los A n g e l e s . T h i s s t u d y 
i d e n t i f i e d o n e hospi ta l -af f i l ia ted free ­
s t a n d i n g s e p a r a t e h o s p i c e facility at t h e 
G r a n a d a Hil ls H o s p i c e in G r a n a d a Hi l l s . 
T h i s facility was located adjacent t h e 
G r a n a d a H i l l s C o m m u n i t y H o s p i t a l 
with hospi ta l s taff a n d r e s o u r c e s avail­
able to t h e H o s p i c e . 

T h e r e w e r e n o f r e e - s t a n d i n g h o s p i c e 
facilities in the area . B o t h t h e V e t e r a n s 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n H o s p i c e a n d the Kaiser 
P e r m a n e n t e H o s p i c e h a d hosp i ta l -based 
h o m e care p r o g r a m s loca ted in t h e s e 
facilities d e s i g n e d to d e l i v e r c o n t i n u i n g 
care to t h e pat ient in h i s / h e r o w n h o m e . 
At least t w o p r o g r a m s p r o v i d e d h o s p i c e 
v o l u n t e e r t ra in ing exc lus ive ly a n d affili­
a t ed wi th i n - p a t i e n t a n d h o m e - c a r e 
based p r o g r a m s . T h i s rich p a n o p l y o f 
h o s p i c e p r o g r a m s was a m i c r o s c o p i c 
view o f t h e way in wh ich h o s p i c e p r o -
grains h a v e d e v e l o p e d a n d are d e v e l ­
o p i n g nat ional ly to m e e t part icular local 
n e e d s a n d c o n d i t i o n s . 

All h o s p i c e p r o g r a m s in this s a m p l e 
m a i n t a i n e d e x t e n s i v e a n d c o m p r e h e n ­
sive l i n k a g e sy s t ems t o e f fec t t h e transi­
t ion o f pat ient a n d family f r o m in­

pat i en t to care in t h e h o m e a n d back 
aga in . Each h o s p i c e re f l ec ted t h e u n i q u e 
n a t u r e o f h o s p i c e care as well as the 
u n i q u e n a t u r e o f its de l ivery a n d d e v e l ­
o p m e n t . 

O n e o f t h e h u e s a n d cries o f t h e 
h e a l t h c a r e s y s t e m has a lways b e e n 
" f r a g m e n t a t i o n o f services ." T h e h o s ­
p i c e p r o g r a m s , as a g r o u p , s e e m e d 
keen ly a w a r e o f this p h e n o m e n o n a n d 
s tressed l i n k a g e a n d aff i l iat ion in an at­
t e m p t to p r e c l u d e a lack o f c o h e s i v e ser­
vices . 

T h e s tudy t e a m f o u n d h o s p i c e care 
was b e i n g d e l i v e r e d in a variety o f set­
t ings , a n d d id not find a n y facility of­
f e r i n g on ly in -pat i en t c a r e wi thout l ink­
a g e to h o m e - c a r e . S o m e a g e n c i e s s p e ­
cial ized in h o m e - c a r e with l inkages to 
hosp i ta l s , a l t h o u g h t h e s e hosp i ta l s m a y 
not h a v e h a d d e s i g n a t e d a n d d e f i n e d 
h o s p i c e uni ts . R e g a r d l e s s o f se t t ing , c a r e 
was d e l i v e r e d by a n interdisc ip l inary 
t e a m c o m p o s e d o f a phys i c ian , n u r s e , 
social w o r k e r , psychiatr is t , a n d s o m e 
c o m b i n a t i o n o f p s y c h o l o g i s t or c lergy­
m a n . T r a i n e d v o l u n t e e r s a n d fami ly 
m e m b e r s a lso a lways f o r m e d the c o r e o f 
the h o s p i c e t e a m . T h e p h i l o s o p h y that 
pa in is p r e v e n t a b l e a n d can be c o n ­
trol led t h r o u g h t h e use o f d r u g s is in te ­
gral to the h o s p i c e c o n c e p t . T h e s t u d y 
i n d i c a t e d t h e t w e n t y - f o u r h o s p i c e p r o ­
g r a m s w e r e c o m p o s e d o f t e a m s o f p e r ­
s o n s o f s imilar p r o f e s s i o n a l t ra in ing . All 
in -pat i en t services h a d medica l d irec ­
tors , r e g i s t e r e d n u r s e s , social w o r k e r s , 
c l ergy , v o l u n t e e r c o o r d i n a t o r s , v o l u n ­
teers o n staff, a n d access to services o f 
a n o c c u p a t i o n a l t h e r a p i s t , s p e e c h 
therapis t , p s y c h o l o g i s t o r h o m e h e a l t h 
a i d e s . H o m e - c a r e a g e n c i e s g e n e r a l l y 
h a d the s a m e s taf f with o n l y a few hav­
i n g access to the serv ices o f psycho log i s t s 
a n d c lergy . 

G e n e r a l F i n d i n g s 

T h e s e t w e n t y - f o u r h o s p i c e a g e n c i e s 
s erved s o m e 3 , 0 0 7 pat ients in 1 9 8 1 ; 6 2 1 
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pat i en t s w e r e in c a r e o n t h e s tudy d a t e 
o n e day in t h e s u m m e r o f 1 9 8 2 . T h e 
pa t i en t s s e e m e d t o b e e v e n l y d i v i d e d 
b e t w e e n m a l e s a n d f e m a l e s . A s u m m a r y 
o f a g e b r e a k d o w n o f pa t i ent s in h o s p i c e 
care p r o g r a m s was di f f icul t t o d o c u ­
m e n t , a l t h o u g h h o s p i c e a g e n c i e s are re ­
q u i r e d to a n d d o k e e p this t y p e o f statis­
tical data . O n e h o s p i c e h o m e a g e n c y 
n o t e d t h e a v e r a g e pat i en t a g e was 6 7 /8 
years . O n e a g e n c y r e p o r t e d m o s t o f its 
pa t i ent s w e r e e lder ly a n d o n e a g e n c y 
g a v e t h e a v e r a g e a g e as 5 0 years . 

A c c o r d i n g to M c D o n n e l l 3 , h o s p i c e s 
s e r v e p a t i e n t s r a n g i n g in a g e f r o m 
twe lve to e i g h t y years , with m o s t h o s p i c e 
pat i ent s in t h e sixty p l u s a g e g r o u p . 
T a b l e I ind icates 4 4 % o f o u r s tudy s a m ­
p l e pat i ent s w e r e o v e r t h e a g e o f s ixty 
y e a r s , a f i n d i n g s i m i l a r t o n a t i o n a l 
s tud ie s . N o n e o f t h e h o s p i c e p r o g r a m s 
in this s a m p l e ind ica ted they w e r e serv­
i n g p e r s o n s u n d e r t h e a g e o f t w e n t y - o n e 
years . T h e h i g h p r o p o r t i o n (41%) o f 
p e r s o n s in h o s p i c e c a r e b e t w e e n the 
a g e s o f f o r t y - o n e a n d s ixty years , re ­
f l ec ted fami ly s t rugg le s wi th t ermina l 
i l lness in t h e m i d d l e years . 

A c c o r d i n g to a r e c e n t article in t h e 
Journal of Commerce, h o s p i c e p r o g r a m s 
are g r o w i n g in a c c e p t a n c e a m o n g t h e 
publ ic . A W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . c o n s u l t i n g 
f i r m s u g g e s t e d t h e r e w e r e 2 7 2 , 0 0 0 
M e d i c a r e pa t i en t s in 1981 w h o w e r e 
p o t e n t i a l h o s p i c e p a t i e n t s , a l t h o u g h 
o n l y 1 2 , 0 0 0 actual ly r ece ived h o s p i c e 
c a r e in t h a t y e a r . 4 P e n d i n g h o s p i c e 
l eg i s la t ion , s c h e d u l e d t o b e c o m e e f f ec ­
t ive in N o v e m b e r , 1 9 8 3 , will p r o v i d e 
h o s p i c e bene f i t s for t h e e l ig ible a g e d 
( s i x t y - f i v e y e a r s a n d o v e r ) . T h u s , 
t h o u s a n d s o f d y i n g A m e r i c a n s will b e 
ab le to s p e n d the ir last days in h o s p i c e 
p r o g r a m s , pr imar i ly at h o m e in t h e 
h o m e - c a r e p r o g r a m s . T h u s far, leg is la-

3 McDonnell , Op. Cit., p. 4 5 . 
*. Weekly News Summary. Blue Shield and Blue 

Cross Digest # 1 8 . May 3 , 1982. 

T A B L E I 
Patients in Los Angeles Hospice Programs 

According to age 

Number Percentage 

4 0 years and under 100 15% 
4 1 - 5 0 years 33 5% 
5 1 - 6 0 years 239 36% 
6 1 - 7 0 years 166 25% 
7 1 - 8 0 years 93 14% 
80 + years 33 5% 

N = 6 6 4 

t i on is o n l y d i r e c t e d t o t h e M e d i c a r e 
g r o u p . T h e vast major i ty o f h o s p i c e 
p r o g r a m s in the g r e a t e r Los A n g e l e s 
a r e a a r e p l a n n i n g t o p a r t i c i p a t e in 
M e d i c a r e r e i m b u r s e m e n t . 

Religious Identification 
S e v e n o f the t w e n t y - f o u r h o s p i c e p r o ­

g r a m s s u r v e y e d w e r e u n a b l e t o ident i fy 
t h e re l i g ion o f the ir pa t i en t s . T h u s , o f 
t h e 6 6 4 pat ients in t h e s a m p l e , r e l i g i o n 
was i d e n t i f i e d in o n l y 3 4 4 pa t i en t s . A l ­
t h o u g h o n l y t w o p e r c e n t o f t h e U n i t e d 
States p o p u l a t i o n , J e w s c o n s t i t u t e a b o u t 
f ive p e r c e n t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f g r e a t e r 
Los A n g e l e s . 

T a b l e II ind ica tes 2 7 % o f all p a t i e n t s 
in h o s p i c e p r o g r a m s in g r e a t e r L o s 
A n g e l e s , w h o s e re l i g ious p r e f e r e n c e s 
w e r e i d e n t i f i e d by h o s p i c e c a r e g i v e r s , 
w e r e J e w i s h . J e w i s h p a t i e n t s w e r e f o u n d 
wi th in all h o s p i c e p r o g r a m s in t h e vast 
g e o g r a p h i c area o f Los A n g e l e s . T h i s 
f i n d i n g is c o n s o n a n t wi th t h e 1 9 8 0 Los 
A n g e l e s P o p u l a t i o n S t u d y , n o t i n g J e w s 
are d i s p e r s e d o v e r t h e l a r g e Los A n g e l e s 
g e o g r a p h i c area. 

T A B L E II 
Religious Identification o f Patients in Hospice 

Programs in Greater Los Angeles 

Number Percentage 

Jewish 92 27% 
Catholic 50 14.5% 
Protestant 90 26% 
Other 15 4% 
Unknown/Unident i f ied 97 28% 

N = 344 
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T h e vast majori ty o f h o s p i c e p r o ­
g r a m s w e r e l oca ted in t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n 
a n d San F e r n a n d o Val l ey r e g i o n s . . . 
r e g i o n s k n o w n as h o m e t o h i g h p r o p o r ­
t ions o f e lder ly a n d m i d d l e - a g e J e w i s h 
p e r s o n s . 5 

T h e r e s e e m s little q u e s t i o n s as to utili­
zat ion o f the h o s p i c e s y s t e m o f care by 
t h e J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n o f g r e a t e r Los 
A n g e l e s . 

H a l f o f t h e h o s p i c e a g e n c i e s in t h e 
s tudy ind ica ted c l e r g y o n the ir h o s p i c e 
adv i sory b o a r d s , but o n l y 13 p e r c e n t 
h a d rabbis s e r v i n g as b o a r d m e m b e r s , 
t en percent o f h o s p i c e vo lunteers w e r e 
i d e n t i f i e d as J e w i s h . W h e n asked h o w 
a g e n c i e s a s s i g n e d v o l u n t e e r s t o pa t i en t s , 
r e l i g i o u s m a t c h i n g o f v o l u n t e e r t o 
pa t i en t - fami ly was hard ly r e p o r t e d , al­
t h o u g h p a t i e n t - v o l u n t e e r compatab i l i ty , 
g e o g r a p h i c c o n v e n i e n c e for t h e v o l u n ­
teer , s imi lar a g e s , m u t u a l interests a n d 
v o l u n t e e r t i m e availabil ity w e r e n o t e d . 

All h o s p i c e a g e n c i e s r e p o r t e d v o l u n ­
teer t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m s . A p p r o x i m a t e l y 
7 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m s in­
c l u d e d p r e s e n t a t i o n s by c l ergy . 

J e w i s h N e e d s 

W h e n a s k e d w h a t h o s p i c e careg ivers 
p e r c e i v e d as general n e e d s o f t h e i r 
J e w i s h pat ients a n d fami l i e s , t h e rep l i e s 
i n c l u d e d : 

1. t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
2 . m o n e y for h o m e a t t e n d a n t s , m e d i ­

c a t i o n , n u t r i t i o n a l s u p p l e m e n t s 
a n d f o o d , i n s u r a n c e c o - p a y m e n t s , 
rent a n d f u n e r a l s 

3 . c o u n s e l i n g 
4 . resp i te for fami l ies 
W h e n asked what h o s p i c e careg ivers 

p e r c e i v e d as specifically Jewish n e e d s o f 
the ir J e w i s h pat i ent s a n d fami l ies , t h e 
rep l i e s i n c l u d e d : 

1. m o n e y for k o s h e r f o o d 

5 Los Angeles Jewish Community Survey. Overview 
in Regional Planning, 1980. 

2. h o m e visits f r o m a rabbi , e spec ia l ly 
for the n o n - s y n a g o g u e aff i l iated 
p e r s o n 

3 . t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o t e m p l e o r 
s y n a g o g u e s 

4 . i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t t h e J e w i s h 
p r a c t i c e s i n d e a t h a n d a r ­
r a n g e m e n t s 

5 . g u i d a n c e a n d a s s i s t a n c e w i t h 
J e w i s h f u n e r a l pract ices a n d ar­
r a n g e m e n t s 

T h e s t u d y r e v e a l e d m o s t h o s p i c e 
a g e n c i e s w e r e sens i t ive to spec ia l J e w i s h 
n e e d s but w e r e f r e q u e n t l y u n a b l e to 
p r o v i d e t h e m . H o s p i c e a g e n c i e s c o m ­
m e n t e d t h e y h a d ut i l ized serv ices o f 
local J e w i s h c o m m u n a l serv ice a g e n c i e s , 
such as J e w i s h Fami ly Serv i ce a n d A i d e s 
to t h e Elder ly . W i t h o n l y o n e o r t w o 
e x c e p t i o n s , h o s p i c e h o m e a t t e n d a n t s 
w e r e n o t t ra ined by h o s p i c e a g e n c i e s t o 
m a i n t a i n t h e J e w i s h d ie tary laws in t h e 
h o m e n o r g i v e n spec i f ic ins truc t ions 
a b o u t r e l i g i o u s p r a c t i c e s in J e w i s h 
h o m e s . 

C o m m e n t s 

A l t h o u g h t h e h o s p i c e s y s t e m o f c a r e 
stresses t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f the n e e d f o r 
spiri tual i ty a n d for re l i g ious s u p p o r t , 
this s tudy r e v e a l e d a n e g l i g i b l e a m o u n t 
o f speci f ic re l i g ious c o n t e n t in v o l u n t e e r 
t ra in ing , a g e n c y b o a r d m e m b e r s h i p , or 
v o l u n t e e r - p a t i e n t a s s i g n m e n t s . A l ­
t h o u g h h o s p i c e c a r e c o n c e r n s i tself wi th 
t h e w h o l e fami ly as a un i t , t ak ing re­
sponsibi l i ty for m e e t i n g the spir i tual 
a n d re l i g ious n e e d s s e e m e d to b e t h e 
p r o v i n c e o f t h e p a t i e n t a n d h i s / h e r f a m ­
ily, ra ther t h a n a c o m p o n e n t o f care 
p r o v i d e d by t h e h o s p i c e a g e n c y . 

V e r y few h o s p i c e h o m e - c a r e a g e n c i e s 
s e e m e d to h a v e b e c o m e i n v o l v e d in ar­
r a n g e m e n t s for ce l ebra t ion o f J e w i s h 
h o l i d a y s , p r o v i s i o n o f k o s h e r f o o d , a n d 
o t h e r r i tua l o b s e r v a n c e s . I n - p a t i e n t 
h o s p i c e p r o g r a m s r e p o r t e d t h e 
availability o f rabbis , k o s h e r f o o d , hol i -
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d a y a n d ritual ce l ebra t ions , etc . , but 
w e r e i n f r e q u e n t l y ca l led u p o n to s u p ­
p o r t t h e o b s e r v i n g J e w i s h pat ient 's in -
p lace re l i g ious r e g i m e . 

T h e vast majori ty o f h o s p i c e p r o ­
g r a m s in this s t u d y ind ica ted d i s c o m f o r t 
wi th the ir b e r e a v e m e n t p r o g r a m s . I n all 
l i k e l i h o o d , this will b e a n i m p o r t a n t 
i s sue for h o s p i c e s o n a nat ional basis 
s i n c e F e d e r a l l eg i s l a t i on for h o s p i c e 
r e i m b u r s e m e n t will r e q u i r e b e r e a v e ­
m e n t p r o g r a m s as a c o r e service , but 
w i t h o u t spec i f ic r e i m b u r s e m e n t . It is 
l ikely b e r e a v e m e n t serv ices will b e p r o ­
v i d e d by v o l u n t e e r s specif ical ly t ra ined 

f o r this task a n d / o r by c o m m u n i t i e s . F o r 
J e w s , t h e r e is a n i d e n t i f i e d a n d p r e ­
scr ibed b e r e a v e m e n t ritual w h i c h c o u l d 
f o r m t h e basis o f serv ices to J e w i s h 
fami l i e s . 

J e w i s h cul tural tradi t ions a n d v a l u e s 
p r o v i d e a s o u r c e o f spir i tual c o m f o r t 
a n d o r d e r , a n d a c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h e 
r h y t h m o f l ife for t h e t ermina l ly ill 
J e w i s h pat i en t a n d his fami ly . H o s p i c e 
a g e n c i e s s e r v i n g J e w i s h pat i ent s a n d 
the ir fami l ies in t h e g r e a t e r Los A n g e l e s 
a r e a s h o u l d s e e k t o i n t e g r a t e t h e s e 
t rad i t ions a n d v a l u e s in to t h e care a n d 
t r a i n i n g o f f e r e d . 

T w e n t y - F i v e Y e a r s A g o 
F r o m t h e P a g e s o f t h i s J o u r n a l o f 1 9 5 7 - 8 

S e c t a r i a n i s m 

T h i s br ings us direct ly t o t h e n e x t q u e s t i o n , w h i c h is t h e a t t e m p t t o d e f i n e a 
val id basis for c o n t i n u i n g J e w i s h serv ices u n d e r sectar ian a u s p i c e s . 

It s e e m s c lear f r o m o u r d i s cus s ions that as g o v e r n m e n t a l a n d g e n e r a l 
c o m m u n i t y serv ices e x p a n d , the c o r e o f J e w i s h serv ice will h a v e to b e d e f i n e d 
increas ing ly in re l i g ious a n d cu l tura l t e r m s . S o m e o f the g r o u p s a p p r o a c h e d 
this p r o b l e m o n t h e theore t i ca l level , t r y i n g to spe l l o u t w h a t serv ices d o o r d o 
n o t b e l o n g in a re l ig ious -cu l tura l d e f i n i t i o n . I n o n e g r o u p , this e n d e d w i t h a 
c o n c l u s i o n that t h e r e was n o l o n g e r a val id ra t iona le for t h e J e w i s h hosp i ta l 
a n d that this t y p e o f service n o l o n g e r b e l o n g s u n d e r sec tar ian a u s p i c e s . T h e 
rest o f us c o m m e n t e d face t ious ly that s u c h a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n o n b e h a l f o f 
this C o n f e r e n c e s h o u l d m a k e us very p o p u l a r in t h e city o f C h i c a g o . I th ink 
w e r e c o g n i z e d that t h e r e is m o r e t o this i s sue o f s ec tar ian i sm t h a n d r a w i n g 
logical c o n c l u s i o n s f r o m a theore t i ca l p r o p o s i t i o n , a n d t h e r e are cer ta in firm 
real i t ies w h i c h a strictly ideo log ica l - log ica l a p p r o a c h d o e s n o t take a d e q u a t e l y 
i n t o a c c o u n t . 

F r o m : " S u m m a r y o f M e e t i n g Discuss ion ," C h i c a g o M e e t i n g 
A r n o l d G u r i n 
Vo l . 34, N o . 1 
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