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. . . the key to success in absorption of Soviet Jewish immigrants lies in a high degree of 
personal contact with American fews. Most Soviet emigres in the community have been 
here more than five years while many are nonAmerican Citizens. The task, therefore, is to 
ensure that the newcomers will remain Jews . . . 

D U R I N G 1 9 8 1 , t h e U n i t e d J e w i s h 
F u n d a n d C o u n c i l o f Saint Paul , 

M i n n e s o t a u n d e r t o o k a s t u d y to ascer­
ta in t h e i n t e g r a t i o n o f J e w i s h e m i g r e s 
f r o m the U S S R in A m e r i c a n J e w i s h l i fe 
as wel l as the g e n e r a l p r o b l e m s t h e y 
f a c e d in a b s o r p t i o n i n t o A m e r i c a n soci­
ety. T h e a i m o f this project was n o t 
m e r e l y theore t i ca l or scholarly . R a t h e r it 
h a d the practical p u r p o s e o f i d e n t i f y i n g 
s i g n i f i c a n t J e w i s h c o n c e r n s a m o n g 
Sov ie t n e w c o m e r s so as poss ibly to so lve 
t h e m . 

T h e first par t o f t h e overal l s t u d y was 
a survey o f t h e a t t i tudes a n d b e h a v i o r o f 
A m e r i c a n J e w s t o w a r d Sov ie t J e w i s h 
n e w c o m e r s . T h e results o f this s t u d y 
h a v e a l ready b e e n c o m p l e t e d a n d p u b ­
l i s h e d . 1 T h e s e c o n d s u r v e y , the subject o f 
this p a p e r , was a d m i n i s t e r e d to fifty-
s e v e n n e w c o m e r s w h o h a d b e e n in t h e 
St. Paul c o m m u n i t y for at least t w o 
years . T h e survey was a d m i n i s t e r e d in 
p e r s o n to part ic ipants by Sov ie t i m m i ­
grant s w h o h a d c o m e t o St. Paul b e f o r e 
1 9 7 4 a n d w h o w e r e ful ly i n t e g r a t e d in to 
t h e c o m m u n i t y . T h e s e i n t e r v i e w e r s 
w e r e t ra ined in in terv i ew t e c h n i q u e s by 
a g e n c y p e r s o n n e l a n d it was g e n e r a l l y 
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1 Stephen Feinstein, "Surveying Community 
Responses to Soviet Jewish Immigration: the St. 
Paul Experience," fournal of fewish Communal Ser­
vice, Vol. 58, No. 4 (Summer, 1982). 

felt that they w e r e ab le t o ask q u e s t i o n s 
a n d e v o k e r e s p o n s e s that w o u l d n o t 
h a v e b e e n poss ib l e for A m e r i c a n - b o r n 
in terv i ewers . T h e i n t e r v i e w e r s f i l led in 
t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e s . T h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e 
o f t e n t o o k several h o u r s to c o m p l e t e . It 
is b e l i e v e d that the p e r s o n a l a p p r o a c h in 
t h e survey , p r e f a c e d by a t e l e p h o n e call 
f r o m the Russ ian s p e a k i n g i n t e r v i e w e r , 
a c c o u n t e d for t h e h i g h leve l o f n e w ­
c o m e r part ic ipat ion . O n l y f o u r o f t h o s e 
c o n t a c t e d r e f u s e d to b e i n t e r v i e w e d . 

Part o f the survey a s c e r t a i n e d objec­
t ive facts a n d p a r t d e m a n d e d s o m e 
subject ive analys is a n d d i s cus s ion b e ­
t w e e n t h e i n t e r v i e w e r a n d t h e subject . 
T h i s a p p r o a c h was f o u n d n e c e s s a r y 
s ince t h e n e w c o m e r s h a d n e v e r b e f o r e 
b e e n e x p o s e d to a p o l l i n g p r o c e s s a n d 
w h e n c o n t a c t e d ear l ier by a g e n c y p e r ­
s o n n e l , t h e y h a d res i s ted the p r o c e s s . 
T h e q u e s t i o n s w e r e d e s i g n e d a lso to 
s u g g e s t to n e w c o m e r s t h e o p t i o n a l levels 
o f i n v o l v e m e n t in A m e r i c a n J e w i s h l i fe 
that they m a y n o t h a v e b e e n a w a r e o f or 
h a d yet to s eek out . 

Part I: Background of the Respondents 

Sov ie t J e w i s h i m m i g r a n t s h a v e b e e n 
c o m i n g to St. Paul s ince 1 9 7 2 . O f t h e 5 7 
n e w c o m e r s s u r v e y e d , 4 7 w e r e m a r r i e d , 
4 4 h a d b e e n b o r n in the p e r i o d f r o m 
1931 to 1 9 5 0 a n d m o s t h a d e m i g r a t e d 
f r o m larger Sov ie t c i t i e s—Kiev (38%) , 
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L e n i n g r a d (33%) , a n d M o s c o w (8 .7%). 
Educat iona l ly , 5 4 % h a d univers i ty or in­
st i tute d e g r e e s , wh i l e 3 1 % h a d f i n i s h e d 
t r a d e s c h o o l s a n d 14% h a d f i n i s h e d o n l y 
s e c o n d a r y s c h o o l . V o c a t i o n a l l y , t h e 
Sov ie t e m i g r e s c a m e main ly f r o m p r o ­
fess ional f ie lds: e n g i n e e r i n g , e c o n o m i c s , 
m e d i c i n e , s c i ence , a n d c o m p u t e r work 
a n d t each ing . O n l y 5% o f the e m i g r e s 
w e r e e m p l o y e d in b lue col lar cal l ings in 
t h e U S S R . 

E c o n o m i c a l l y , t h e r e was e v e r y indica­
t ion that the n e w c o m e r s w e r e d o i n g 
well . T h e largest c lus ter o f i n c o m e s was 
in the $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 to $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 r a n g e , al­
t h o u g h a l m o s t as m a n y h a d total fami ly 
e a r n i n g s b e t w e e n $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 a n d $ 3 5 , 0 0 0 
a n n u a l l y . 3 6 % o f t h e r e s p o n d e n t s 
o w n e d the ir o w n h o m e a n d 9 6 % o w n e d 
o n e a u t o m o b i l e ( 26% m o r e t h a n o n e ) . 
T h i s is c learly a s t a t e m e n t o f e c o n o m i c 
success o f the Sov ie t i m m i g r a n t . 

Part I I : t h e J e w i s h E x p e r i e n c e 
i n t h e U S S R 

T h e i r J e w i s h e x p e r i e n c e a n d e x p o ­
sure to J e w i s h ins t i tut ions a n d c u l t u r e in 
the Sov ie t U n i o n f o r m an acute ly i m ­
p o r t a n t base f o r j u d g i n g later r e s p o n s e s 
o f e m i g r e s toward A m e r i c a n J e w i s h in ­
s t i tut ions . T h e s e c o n d part o f the survey 
s o u g h t to eva luate brief ly this back­
g r o u n d o f the n e w c o m e r s . A n indicat ion 
was s o u g h t o f t h e level o f J e w i s h i d e n ­
t i f icat ion whi l e r e s i d i n g in the Sov ie t 
U n i o n a n d the i m p a c t that ident i f i ca t ion 
m a y h a v e h a d o n the r e s e t t l e m e n t p r o ­
cess . 

I n the survey s a m p l e , 9 4 % o f t h o s e 
s u r v e y e d h a d c o m e f r o m fami l ies w h e r e 
b o t h p a r e n t s w e r e J e w i s h . O f the re­
s p o n d e n t s w h o w e r e m a r r i e d , near ly all 
h a d J e w i s h s p o u s e s , wh i l e o n l y two h a d 
m a r r i e d n o n - J e w s . Most i n d i c a t e d that 
the ir e x p e r i e n c e wi th J u d a i s m w h i l e 
they l ived in the U S S R was at m o s t 
casual , as i n d i c a t e d by T a b l e 1: 

T a b l e 1. 
J e w i s h R e l i g i o u s I d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f 

N e w c o m e r s B e f o r e E m i g r a t i o n f r o m 
t h e U S S R 

Percent 

Attendance in synagogue generally: 33 
Attendance in synagogue during High 

Holidays: 26 
Celebration of Chanukah in the home: 33 
Celebration of Passover in the home: 56 
Considered self religiously observant: 18 
Expressed desire for religious 

instruction: 12 

T h e s e f i g u r e s w o u l d s e e m a p p r o p r i a t e 
g i v e n t h e t e n d e n c y o f J e w s as well as 
o t h e r g r o u p s in t h e U S S R to drift away 
f r o m r e l i g i o n s o b s e r v a n c e t o w h i c h 
polit ical a n d social s t i gmas are a t t a c h e d . 
F o r J e w s , o b s e r v a n c e is m a d e the m o r e 
diff icult by t h e s h o r t a g e o f ritual objects 
a n d b o o k s , as well as espec ia l ly n e g a t i v e 
polit ical c o n n o t a t i o n s b e c a u s e o f l ink­
a g e s in Sov ie t of f ic ia l i sm b e t w e e n J e w i s h 
r e l i g i o n a n d t h e "rac i s t" a n d " i m ­
perial ist" c h a r a c t e r o f " In ternat iona l 
Z ion i sm." 

T h e n e w c o m e r s in St. Paul , h o w e v e r , 
d id n o t a p p e a r to h a v e s t r o n g J e w i s h 
national a t t a c h m e n t s e i ther , as d e m o n ­
strated by the ir r e p o r t e d activity with 
J e w i s h g r o u p s in the U S S R pr ior to 
e m i g r a t i o n : 

T a b l e 2 . 
J e w i s h N a t i o n a l I d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f 

N e w c o m e r s b e f o r e E m i g r a t i o n f r o m 
t h e U S S R 

Percent 

Active in groups concerned with Jewish 
emigration: 5 

Expressed desire for greater freedom as 
Jews: 84 

Desire for greater cultural 
enl ightenment: 49 

Desire for opportunities in Jewish 
studies: 21 

Desire for study of Zionism: 2 

Most o f t h e n e w c o m e r s to St. Paul say 
they left the Sov ie t U n i o n b e c a u s e o f 
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a n t i - S e m i t i s m (52%) or b e c a u s e o f p e r ­
c e i v e d d i s c r i m i n a t i o n in e d u c a t i o n 
( 2 4 . 5 % ) . T h e s e a n s w e r s s e e m e d cons i s ­
t e n t wi th t h o s e in o t h e r surveys w h i c h 
h a v e b e e n d o n e o v e r t h e past f ive years . 
T h e o v e r t a n t i - S e m i t i s m o f Sov ie t pol icy 
is wel l k n o w n a n d has b e e n i n t e n s i f y i n g 
s ince 1 9 7 9 . Sov ie t pol icy in t h e area o f 
e d u c a t i o n has b e e n o n e o f sys temat ic 
e x c l u s i o n o f J e w s f r o m ins t i tut ions o f 
h i g h e r l e a r n i n g . T h i s p h i l o s o p h y is 
p r e d i c a t e d a p p a r e n t l y o n t h e be l i e f that 
m o s t J e w s h a v e dua l loyalt ies a n d are 
t h e r e f o r e , a p o o r " inves tment" risk vis­
a-vis e d u c a t i o n . T h i s sys temat ic e x c l u ­
s ion f r o m t h e Sov ie t un ivers i t i e s has 
b e e n d o c u m e n t e d by Wi l l iam K o r e y in 
a n A D L s t u d y . 2 It is i n t e r e s t i n g that o n l y 
3 . 5 % o f t h e r e s p o n d e n t s i n d i c a t e d t h e y 
h a d left b e c a u s e o f e c o n o m i c d iscr imi­
n a t i o n , a n d o n l y o n e p e r s o n i n d i c a t e d 
h e h a d left for the d e s i r e o f e c o n o m i c 
g a i n . O n l y 3 . 5 % o f t h o s e s u r v e y e d indi ­
c a t e d that "des ire for f r e e d o m " was t h e 
major cr i t er ion for d e p a r t i n g t h e U S S R . 
T h e r e f o r e , the survey s e e m e d to indicate 
by e x c l u s i o n that d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a n d 
fear for the f u t u r e o f the ir c h i l d r e n m a y 
h a v e b e e n i m p o r t a n t m o t i v a t i o n s f o r 
s e e k i n g e m i g r a t i o n . 

P a r t s I I I a n d I V : t h e J e w i s h a n d 
A b s o r p t i o n E x p e r i e n c e s i n A m e r i c a 

T h e i m m i g r a n t s s u r v e y e d arr ived in 
St. Paul b e t w e e n 1 9 7 4 a n d 1 9 8 0 . A 
ser ies o f q u e s t i o n s w e r e p o s e d to t h e 
n e w c o m e r s r e g a r d i n g the ir a b s o r p t i o n 
p r o c e s s in t h e St. Paul c o m m u n i t y . T h e 
J e w i s h Fami ly a n d Chi ldren ' s Serv ice 
(JFCS), a n d the J e w i s h Voca t iona l Ser­
vice Q V S ) w e r e t h e a g e n c i e s pr imar i ly 
r e s p o n s i b l e for s e r v i n g t h e m . 

2 William Korey, The Soviet "Protocols of the Elders 
of Zion": Anti-Semitic Propaganda in the USSR, Au­
gust 1967-August 1977. B'nai B'rith International 
Council. 1978. 

T a b l e 3 . 
N e w c o m e r s ' E v a l u a t i o n o f J e w i s h 

R e s e t t l e m e n t S e r v i c e s 

Percent 

JFCS provided adequate personal 
assistance: 87 

JFCS provided adequate apartment: 77 
JFCS provided sufficient money: 96 
JVS helped in finding employment: 49 

T h e s e a r e g e n e r a l l y a f f i r m a t i v e 
r e s p o n s e s — e s p e c i a l l y for m a i n t e n a n c e 
p r o v i d e d by t h e J F C S w h i c h h a d the 
m a j o r s e r v i c e task in t h e f irst t w o 
m o n t h s in A m e r i c a . T h e l o w e r r a t i n g in 
t h e area o f j o b poss ibi l i t ies is m o r e re­
f lect ive o f t h e g e n e r a l p r o b l e m s o f t h e 
j o b m a r k e t a n d the part icu lar fact that 
t h e J e w i s h V o c a t i o n a l Serv ice c a n n o t 
poss ib ly fill every j o b n e e d in a n o p e n 
m a r k e t . H o w e v e r , c o m i n g f r o m t h e 
U S S R , a c o u n t r y w h e r e e v e r y o n e is 
" g u a r a n t e e d " a j o b a n d w h e r e it m a y b e 
said t h e r e is a "soft f loor" for e v e r y o n e 
w h o is e m p l o y e d , t h e n e w c o m e r t e n d s to 
d e p e n d e n c e a n d e x p e c t a t i o n s that t h e 
local "bureaucracy" h a s the o b l i g a t i o n 
a n d will p r o v i d e a j o b e q u i v a l e n t t o that 
h e or s h e h e l d in t h e Sov ie t U n i o n . 

T h e r e w e r e a f e w areas a m o n g t h e 
r e s p o n d e n t s w h e r e t h e loca l J e w i s h 
a g e n c i e s d i d n o t fare as wel l . 

T a b l e 4 . 
A r e a s o f D i s a g r e e m e n t w i t h C o m m u n a l 

A b s o r p t i o n P o l i c i e s 

Percent 

JFCS and JVS provided opportunities to 
learn English: 43 

JFCS understood immigrants: 43 
JVS understood immigrants: 33 
JFCS staff was able to communicate with 

newcomers: 40 
JFCS made newcomer feel Jewish in 

America: 63 

T h u s , w h i l e t h e a b s o r p t i o n p r o c e s s o b ­
v ious ly h a s di f f icul t ies w h i c h are k n o w n 
t o b o t h a g e n c i e s a n d n e w c o m e r s , a n e n -
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c o u r a g i n g statistic is t h e last o n e w h i c h 
ind icates t h e J e w i s h qual i ty o f t h e a g e n ­
cies is i n d e e d e v i d e n t a n d e x p e r i e n c e d . 

B e c o m i n g e m p l o y e d in A m e r i c a n so ­
ciety is a n area o f o b v i o u s c o n c e r n o f 
m o s t i m m i g r a n t s , espec ia l ly b e c a u s e o f 
t h e b a r r a g e o f p r o p a g a n d a in the U S S R . 
T h e U n i t e d States is usual ly d e p i c t e d in 
the Sov ie t press as s t r a n g l i n g the p o o r 
a n d u n e m p l o y e d . St. Paul s e e m e d to 
e x p e r i e n c e t r a u m a in a b s o r p t i o n in to 
the j o b m a r k e t n o t u n l i k e t h o s e o f n e w ­
c o m e r s to o t h e r A m e r i c a n cities o r to 
Israel . O f t h o s e s u r v e y e d , ha l f ind i ca ted 
they w e r e n o w w o r k i n g in t h e s a m e oc­
c u p a t i o n in wh ich t h e y w e r e e m p l o y e d 
in the U S S R , wi th 4 0 % i n d i c a t i n g they 
w e r e n o w in d i f f e r e n t f ie lds o f e m p l o y ­
m e n t . 6 1 % w e r e satisf ied wi th their cur­
rent e m p l o y m e n t wh i l e 2 2 % w e r e not . 
Mos t r e s p o n d e n t s felt they h a d suffi­
c ient c o m m a n d o f the Eng l i sh l a n g u a g e 
to work in their f ie ld (75%) , wh i l e 6 4 % 
o f all o f t h o s e q u e s t i o n e d i n d i c a t e d that 
the ir level o f Engl i sh p r o f i c i e n c y was ac­
c e p t a b l e (fair to very g o o d , o n l y 3 . 5 % 
very g o o d ) . O n e - t h i r d o f the e m i g r e s , 
h o w e v e r , felt that the ir Eng l i sh lan­
g u a g e ability was p o o r o r very p o o r . T h e 
l a n g u a g e p r o b l e m is s igni f icant a n d d e ­
serves m o r e a t t en t ion . I so la t ion a l o n g 
wi th o t h e r e m i g r e s , w h e t h e r e s tab l i shed 
by h o u s i n g pat terns o r c h e s t r a t e d by t h e 
r e s e t t l e m e n t s e r v i c e s or d i c t a t e d by 
n e w c o m e r s ' p r e f e r e n c e s to b e a m o n g 
o t h e r Soviet i m m i g r a n t s p e r p e t u a t e s t h e 
ut i l izat ion o f the Russ ian l a n g u a g e n o t 
o n l y wi th in the fami ly but in e v e r y d a y 
social activity a n d in circles o f f r i e n d s . 
T h e fa i lure to mas ter Eng l i sh , in t u r n , 
causes di f f icult ies in the work p lace as 
well as in t h e p r o c e s s o f i n t r o d u c t i o n 
in to J e w i s h c o m m u n a l l ife. T h e r e are 
barriers to i n t e n s i v e l e a r n i n g o f Eng l i sh , 
as the ir m u t u a l social s u p p o r t m e c h ­
a n i s m s d e p e n d u p o n m a i n t e n a n c e o f 
the Russ ian l a n g u a g e , a n d it can n o t 
easi ly be f o r s a k e n for t h e l a n g u a g e o f a 
c u l t u r e that is yet s o m e w h a t a l ien . 

B o t h the St. Paul a n d M i n n e a p o l i s 
J e w i s h c o m m u n i t i e s ut i l ize a "host f a m ­
ily" p r o g r a m as a n aid in a b s o r p t i o n o f 
i m m i g r a n t s . Each n e w family , u p o n ar­
rival, is a s s i g n e d a hos t fami ly . I n add i ­
t i on , n e w l y arr iv ing fami l i e s m i g h t h a v e 
o t h e r contac t s in t h e c o m m u n i t y t h e y 
m a y h a v e m a d e ear l ier in t h e U S S R with 
A m e r i c a n s w h o vis i ted as touris ts , or 
t h r o u g h relat ives a l ready h e r e . 6 6 % o f 
t h e n e w c o m e r s i n d i c a t e d they h a d h e l p 
in r e s e t t l e m e n t f r o m o u t s i d e the estab­
l i shed J e w i s h a g e n c i e s , m a i n l y f r o m h o s t 
fami l ies . H o s t fami l ies , h o w e v e r , a p ­
p e a r e d to b e use fu l on ly in the socializa­
t ion a n d fami l iar izat ion p r o c e s s , n o t in 
t h e area o f e m p l o y m e n t . O n l y 7% o f the 
e m i g r e s ind ica ted that the h o s t fami ly 
h a d h e l p e d t h e m f ind a j o b . I n c lose to 
7 0 % o f the cases , hos t fami l ies h a d in­
t r o d u c e d n e w c o m e r s to J e w i s h l i fe in St. 
Paul . 2 1 % o f all r e s p o n d e n t s i n d i c a t e d 
that t h e h o s t family's h e l p was m o s t sig­
ni f icant in r e s e t t l e m e n t . H o s t fami ly 
s u p p o r t r a t e d h i g h e r t h a n s imilar ser­
vices p r o v i d e d by fami ly , f r i ends a n d 
rabbis. A m o d e s t n u m b e r o f the chil­
d r e n o f i m m i g r a n t s w h o h a d h o s t 
fami l ies w e r e a t t e n d i n g re l ig ious s c h o o l 
(41%). H o w e v e r , t h e actual n u m b e r o f 
c h i l d r e n e n r o l l e d was statistically i n c o n ­
sequent ia l to m a k e any de f in i t ive j u d g ­
m e n t s . T h e r e was a de f in i t e corre la t ion 
for n e w c o m e r s b e t w e e n h a v i n g h o s t 
fami l ies a n d k n o w i n g a n d c o n t r i b u t i n g 
to the U n i t e d J e w i s h F u n d a n d C o u n c i l , 
t h e major St. Paul f u n d ra is ing o r g a n i ­
zat ion . 

T a b l e 5. 
P e r c e p t i o n s o f U n i t e d J e w i s h F u n d a n d 

C o u n c i l b y N e w c o m e r s w i t h a n d 
w i t h o u t H o s t F a m i l y E x p e r i e n c e 

Percent 

Host No. 
families hosts 

Newcomer understood 
function of UJFC: 67 47 

Newcomer contributed 
money to UJFC: 39 26 
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T h u s it w o u l d s e e m t h a t e x i s t e n c e 
o f t h e h o s t f a m i l y p r o g r a m was o f 
b e n e f i t a l so to t h e community by p r o ­
m o t i n g leve ls o f J e w i s h c o n s c i o u s n e s s 
a n d par t i c ipa t ion by Sov ie t n e w c o m e r s . 

T h e r e w e r e s o m e i n t e r e s t i n g c o n ­
tradict ions in results o n q u e s t i o n s relat­
i n g t o e m p l o y m e n t a n d t h e es tabl i sh­
m e n t o f f r i e n d s h i p s . F o r e x a m p l e , lan­
g u a g e a n d e m p l o y m e n t w e r e ra ted by 
t h e e m i g r e s as t h e f o r e m o s t barr iers 
in t h e r e s e t t l e m e n t p r o c e s s , f o l l o w e d 
f a r b e h i n d b y t h a t o f e s t a b l i s h i n g 
f r i e n d s h i p s . 9 4 % r e p l i e d t h e y h a d m a d e 
f r i e n d s , yet , 5 4 % i n d i c a t e d that m o s t 
o f the ir f r i e n d s w e r e f r o m the Sov ie t 
J e w i s h i m m i g r a n t c o m m u n i t y itself, a n d 
a s tart l ing 7 9 % i n d i c a t e d they h a d not 
m a d e a n y f r i e n d s h i p s with A m e r i c a n 
J e w s . I n a cer ta in s e n s e , this statistic was 
n o t s u r p r i s i n g s ince the ear l ier s u r v e y o f 
m e m b e r s o f t h e A m e r i c a n J e w i s h c o m ­
m u n i t y i n d i c a t e d a w i d e d ispar i ty b e ­
t w e e n the ir e x p e c t a t i o n s a n d the reali­
ties o f the i m m i g r a t i o n m o v e m e n t . O n t o p 
o f this, natives ranked last a m o n g four 
c a t e g o r i e s o f c o m m u n i t y r e s i d e n t s in 
the ir recept iv i ty to n e w c o m e r s . T h e n e w 
s u r v e y s e e m e d to c o n f i r m this t h r o u g h 
a n o t h e r i t e m . 7 8 % o f i m m i g r a n t s said 
t h e y h a d inv i t ed A m e r i c a n J e w s t o the ir 
h o m e s as g u e s t s b u t o n l y 19% i n d i c a t e d 
the reverse . Local A m e r i c a n J e w s a p ­
p e a r e d to b e i g n o r i n g n e w c o m e r s so­
cially. T h i s is a part icularly d e v a s t a t i n g 
i n d i c t m e n t o f t h e local J e w i s h c o m m u ­
nity a n d is de f in i te ly a n area that d e ­
m a n d s m o r e inves t iga t ion a n d , in par­
t i cu lar , t h e p o s s i b l e d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
s o m e e d u c a t i o n a l p r o g r a m s a m o n g 
A m e r i c a n J e w s to i n c r e a s e the ir a w a r e ­
n e s s o f t h e p a t t e r n s a n d p r o b l e m s o f the 
social i n t e g r a t i o n o f the ir Sov ie t c o ­
re l ig ionis t s . 

T h e last part o f t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e 
d e a l t wi th aspects o f J e w i s h ident i ty 
a m o n g i m m i g r a n t s a n d the ir J e w i s h e x ­
p e r i e n c e in St. Paul . C o m i n g f r o m a n 
e n v i r o n m e n t w h e r e the d e f i n i t i o n s o f 

J e w i s h n e s s a re s h a p e d partial ly by ant i -
S e m i t i s m a n d partial ly by b u r e a u c r a t i c 
s t ruc tures a n d t e r m i n o l o g y (i .e. Sov ie t 
J e w s o f t e n r e f e r t o t h e m s e l v e s as "inva­
l ids o f t h e fifth c a t e g o r y " b e c a u s e t h e 
fifth l ine o n t h e Sov ie t p a s s p o r t c o n t a i n s 
t h e w o r d Evrei for nat ional i ty) a n d less 
by t h e tradi t ional e x p r e s s i o n s o f J e w i s h 
r e l i g i o n , c u l t u r e a n d e d u c a t i o n . M o s t o f 
t h e i m m i g r a n t s d e f i n e d J e w s as a na ­
t ional i ty w h i c h is t h e Sov ie t prac t i ce a n d 
a v e h i c l e for ass imi la t ion o f J e w s w i t h i n 
t h e mul t ina t iona l Sov ie t society . T h i n g s 
"Jewish" are c o n s i d e r e d n o t re l i g ious 
b u t o n l y cul tural , t h u s d i s t a n c i n g t h e 
Sov ie t J e w i s h o u t l o o k f r o m that o f o t h e r 
J e w s a r o u n d the w o r l d . T h i s f o r e t o l d 
t h e di f f icul t ies Sov ie t J e w s w o u l d h a v e 
i n i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h t h e A m e r i c a n 
J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y . O n l y 5% fel t that 
J u d a i s m was a r e l i g i o n , w h i l e 2 2 % felt 
it w a s a m i x t u r e o f r e l i g i o n a n d 
na t iona l i sm. 

D e s p i t e the ir o w n n a r r o w d e f i n i t i o n 
o f the ir J u d a i s m , t h e r e was a p e r c e p t i o n 
by e m i g r e s that A m e r i c a n J e w s w e r e 
m a i n l y i d e n t i f i e d by s y n a g o g u e affi l ia­
t i on , f o l l o w e d by the ir d e s i r e t o p u r s u e 
J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n , h a v i n g J e w i s h f r i e n d s 
a n d o b s e r v i n g the h o l i d a y s . L o w e r d o w n 
o n t h e list o f J e w i s h character is t ics as 
p e r c e i v e d by the e m i g r e s w e r e : chari ta­
b le c o n t r i b u t i o n s , v o l u n t e e r act ivit ies 
a n d ritual pract ices . T h e s e a re in teres t ­
i n g p e r c e p t i o n s by n e w c o m e r s as t h e y 
g ive c l ues to a poss ib le b e h a v i o r a l pat ­
t e r n wi th in the A m e r i c a n J e w i s h c o m ­
m u n i t y . T h e y also ind ica te s o m e n a i v e t e 
i n t h e S o v i e t J e w i s h p e r c e p t i o n o f 
A m e r i c a n J u d a i s m . F o r e x a m p l e , ritual 
pract ices a n d v o l u n t e e r act ivit ies , as well 
as c o n t r i b u t i o n s to the U n i t e d J e w i s h 
F u n d a n d C o u n c i l m i g h t b e r e g a r d e d as 
h i g h prior i ty m a n i f e s t a t i o n s o f J e w i s h ­
ness by A m e r i c a n J e w s o v e r s o m e o f t h e 
o t h e r i t e m s g i v e n g r e a t e r w e i g h t by 
e m i g r e s . 

D e s p i t e l imitat ions in p e r c e p t i o n o f 
t h e A m e r i c a n c o m m u n i t y p l u s the ir lack 
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o f access to J e w i s h ins t i tu t ions , e m i g r e s 
e x h i b i t e d a r e m a r k a b l e level o f partici­
p a t i o n w i t h i n t h e g e n e r a l J e w i s h c o m ­
m u n i t y . A l t h o u g h statistics for g e n e r a l 
J e w i s h part ic ipat ion in all t h e e v e n t s 
spec i f i ed in t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e are u n ­
avai lable , o n e m i g h t s p e c u l a t e that t h e 
n e w c o m e r s d i d e v e n bet ter t h a n A m e r i ­
can J e w s in s o m e areas . F o r e x a m p l e , 
8 6 % o f the r e s p o n d e n t s i n d i c a t e d they 
a t t e n d e d s y n a g o g u e , w i th 6 5 % h a v i n g 
m e m b e r s h i p s . T h e r e is a q u e s t i o n , o f 
c o u r s e , as to w h e t h e r t h e s e are b o n a f ide 
m e m b e r s h i p s in the d u e s p a y i n g s e n s e . 
M a n y s y n a g o g u e s o f f e r e d f r e e access 
w i t h o u t d u e s for at least t h e first year , 
a n d poss ib ly l o n g e r . M o s t n e w c o m e r s 
w e r e m e m b e r s o f t h e C o n s e r v a t i v e 
s y n a g o g u e , wi th o n l y a f ew a t t e n d i n g a 
R e f o r m c o n g r e g a t i o n . O t h e r s w e r e d is ­
tr ibuted a m o n g smal l er s y n a g o g u e s in 
St. Paul a n d M i n n e a p o l i s . W h i l e m o s t 
n e w c o m e r s (72%) i n d i c a t e d t h e syna­
g o g u e e x p e r i e n c e was a pos i t ive o n e , 
l e s s t h a n h a l f h a d a t t e n d e d s y n a -
g o g a l soc ia l , e d u c a t i o n a l or cu l tura l 
p r o g r a m s . F e w h a d h e a r d o f h a v u r a h 
g r o u p s . T h i s i n f o r m a t i o n s u g g e s t s that 
m o r e m i g h t b e d o n e t o b r i n g e m i g r e s 
i n t o t h e s y n a g o g u e . T h e q u e s t i o n 
ra i sed , o f c o u r s e is w h e t h e r or not t h e 
a t t i tude o f Sov ie t i m m i g r a n t s is dif­
f e r e n t f r o m that o f local J e w s . T h e 
h a v u r a h , a n e w c o n c e p t e v e n to A m e r i ­
c a n J e w s , b e c a u s e o f its smal l s ize a n d 
in formal i ty , is a n idea w o r t h e x p l o r i n g 
for any n e w i m m i g r a t i o n . A h a v u r a h 
l e a d e r w h o c a n dea l wi th e m i g r e s in 
their o w n l a n g u a g e m i g h t b e h a r d to 
c o m e by. I n s t r u c t i o n or e v e n serv ices in 
the ir nat ive l a n g u a g e is very i m p o r t a n t 
to e m i g r e s . Most o f t h o s e s u r v e y e d indi ­
ca ted that ut i l izat ion o f a Russ ian p r a y e r 
b o o k w o u l d m a k e t h e m fee l m o r e wel­
c o m e . 8 4 % o f the i n t e r v i e w e e s h a d b e e n 
inv i ted to a t t e n d s y n a g o g u e e v e n t s . So , 
s o m e t h i n g g r e a t e r t h a n a s i m p l e invita­
t ion a p p e a r s to b e neces sary for s o m e 
last ing results . 

T a b l e 6. 
F r e q u e n c y o f S y n a g o g u e A t t e n d a n c e 

Percent 

Attended Weekly 7 
Attended Monthly 9 
Attended High Holidays 54 
Attended Occasionally 16 
N o Attendance 14 

E i g h t y - n i n e p e r c e n t o f t h e a d u l t 
e m i g r e s in St. Paul h a v e c h i l d r e n . O n l y 
5 4 % said it was i m p o r t a n t the ir c h i l d r e n 
h a v e a J e w i s h ident i ty , a l t h o u g h the re ­
s p o n s e to i n t e r m a r r i a g e by the ir chil­
d r e n i n d i c a t e d a larger c o n c e r n . O f t h e 
e i g h t e e n r e s p o n d e n t s wi th c h i l d r e n in 
the U n i v e r s i t y , o n l y o n e - t h i r d a t t e n d e d 
e v e n t s at Hi l le l H o u s e . 5 1 % o f t h o s e 
c h i l d r e n b e l o w c o l l e g e level d i d a t t e n d 
r e l i g i o u s s c h o o l — m e a n i n g T a l m u d 
T o r a h (Jewish day s c h o o l was n o t avail­
ab le at t h e t i m e the survey w a s c o m ­
p l e t e d ) . A n o v e r w h e l m i n g n u m b e r o f 
e m i g r e c h i l d r e n d i d n o t b e l o n g t o 
J e w i s h g r o u p s . B u t 7 5 % o f t h o s e o f a g e 
to a t t e n d c a m p s r u n by J e w i s h a g e n c i e s 
h a d a t t e n d e d s u c h faci l i t ies , a n d near ly 
all p a r e n t s felt this a pos i t ive e x p e r i e n c e . 

I n t ry ing t o ascerta in t h e in tens i ty o f 
J e w i s h ident i f i ca t ion , the survey a s k e d 
s o m e a t tud ina l q u e s t i o n s : 

T a b l e 7 . 
C r i t i c a l J e w i s h I s s u e s A m o n g 

N e w c o m e r s 

Percent 

Important that child marry a Jew 88 
Important that child remain Jewish 84 
Charity a means of expressing support 

for Israel 84 
Positive feelings toward Israel 89 

W h i l e the d e s i r e to m a i n t a i n J e w i s h 
ident i ty a p p e a r s very c lear , t h e r e m a y 
ex is t c o n t r a d i c t i o n s in t h e a p p r o a c h e s 
t a k e n t o y o u t h par t i c ipat ion in e d u c a ­
t ion a n d J e w i s h g r o u p s , w h i c h m a y l ead 
to loss o f J e w i s h ident i f i cat ion . O n e o f 
the t h i n g s e v i d e n t in several subject ive 
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d i s c u s s i o n s d u r i n g t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n was that m a n y n e w c o m ­
ers felt s imply that the ir c h i l d r e n w o u l d 
fo l low t h e m as J e w s , b u t wi th n o real 
b o d y o f e v i d e n c e or e d u c a t i o n a l h i s tory 
to s u p p o r t this e x p e c t a t i o n . T h u s , des i re 
for f u t u r e fami ly J e w i s h n e s s m a y b e 
m o r e wishfu l t h i n k i n g t h a n reality. 

T h e p r o g r a m s at the J e w i s h C o m m u ­
ni ty C e n t e r g e n e r a l l y r e c e i v e d h i g h 
marks . O t h e r c o m m u n i t y o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
d i d not h a v e t h e s a m e visibility. 

T a b l e 8 . 
A w a r e n e s s o f J e w i s h C o m m u n i t y 

I n s t i t u t i o n s 

Percent 

Awareness of JCC Programs: 88 
Participated in JCC Program: 78 
Utilized JCC Athletic facilities 67 
Awareness of JCC volunteer programs: 24 
Awareness of purpose of Community 

Relations Council (ADL) 21 
Awareness of Soviet Jewry Action 

Committee 72 
Attended meetings of Soviet Jewry 

Committee 14 
Received Soviet Jewry Newsletter 19 

T h e success o f the J e w i s h C o m m u n i t y 
C e n t e r is o b v i o u s . It is t h e logical c e n t e r 
for i m m i g r a n t social l i fe , s ince m o s t lan­
g u a g e c lasses , m a n y v o l u n t e e r e f for t s o n 
b e h a l f o f n e w c o m e r s a n d social e v e n t s 
took p lace at t h e J C C . T h e f r e e m e m ­
b e r s h i p was a l so a n i n c e n t i v e to take a d ­
v a n t a g e o f a full r a n g e o f activit ies at 
s u c h ins t i tu t ions . J e w i s h d e f e n s e o r g a n i ­
zat ions s u c h as t h e A D L w e r e virtual ly 
u n k n o w n b e c a u s e o f little e f for t by s u c h 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s to a p p e a l to n e w c o m e r s , 
e x c e p t wi th r e s p e c t to t h e Sov ie t J e w r y 
A c t i o n C o m m i t t e e . 

T h e q u e s t i o n s d e a l i n g wi th t h e social 
in t erac t ion o f n e w c o m e r s with m e m b e r s 
o f t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y e v o k e d a n ­
swers i n d i c a t i n g substant ia l di f f icult ies . 
W h i l e n e w c o m e r s s e e m to h a v e a t t e n d e d 
c o m m u n i t y e v e n t s wi th A m e r i c a n J e w s , 
t h e y d i d n o t f ind t h e socia l izat ion p r o ­
cess easy n o r d i d t h e y d e v e l o p c lo se 

f r i e n d s h i p s w i t h A m e r i c a n J e w s . I n ­
d e e d , m o s t n e w c o m e r s r e v e a l e d that 
the ir social e x p e r i e n c e s h a d b e e n bet ter 
in the ir f o r m e r h o m e l a n d : 

T a b l e 9. 
S o c i a l i z i n g E x p e r i e n c e s A m o n g 

N e w c o m e r s 

Percent 

Agree Disagree 

Attended community events 
with American Jews: 66 44 

Socializing with American 
Jews was easy: 45 26 

Got along well with 
American friends: 50 28 

American friendships were 
close relationships: 38 35 

American friendships were 
as close as soviet 
friendships (when living in 
USSR): 20 80 

T h e s e figures a p p e a r ind icat ive o f real 
p r o b l e m s in socia l izat ion in A m e r i c a b u t 
n o t u n e x p e c t e d g i v e n the n a t u r e o f 
Sov ie t soc iety w h e n c e t h e e m i g r e s c o m e . 
N e w c o m e r e x p e c t a t i o n s for f r i e n d s h i p s 
in a f r e e society m u s t b e very h i g h . 
T h e r e f o r e , w h e n f r i e n d s h i p s a re less 
fu l f i l l ing t h e r e is obv ious ly a h i g h level 
o f d i s a p p o i n t m e n t . 

T h e survey a lso tr ied a se l f e v a l u a t i o n 
by n e w c o m e r s o f the ir d e g r e e o f fami l ­
iarity wi th J e w i s h - c u l t u r e a n d h i s tory . 
Genera l l y , t h e i m m i g r a n t s t h o u g h t t h e y 
w e r e w e l l - i n f o r m e d a b o u t J u d a i s m , d e ­
spi te t h e l imi t ed poss ibi l i t ies f o r J e w i s h 
e d u c a t i o n in t h e U S S R . T h i s a p p e a r s to 
b e o n e o f t h e grea t i ron ie s o f t h e Sov ie t 
i m m i g r a t i o n . T h e n e w c o m e r s , d e s p i t e 
all o f t h e cul tural l imi ta t ions o f Sov ie t 
J e w i s h l i fe , d o h a v e a be l i e f in the ir e x ­
tens ive k n o w l e d g e o f t h e g e n e r a l J e w i s h 
e x p e r i e n c e a n d , in part icular , o f the ir 
o w n , Sov ie t J e w i s h , h i s tory . S i nce s o 
m u c h o f J e w i s h h is tory a n d Z i o n i s m d e ­
v e l o p e d w i t h i n Eas tern E u r o p e , Sov ie t 
J e w i s h famil iarity wi th factual i n f o r m a ­
t ion w o u l d b e e x p e c t e d . For e x a m p l e , 
8 1 % o f the i m m i g r a n t s felt that t h e y 

180 



JOURNAL OF JEWISH COMMUNAL SERVICE 

w e r e g e n e r a l l y k n o w l e d g e a b l e a b o u t Is­
rael , J e w i s h his tory a n d c u l t u r e , wi th 7% 
i n d i c a t i n g e x t e n s i v e k n o w l e d g e o f the 
subject ( 1 7 . 5 % w e r e unfami l iar ) . T h i s is 
a f i g u r e that m i g h t be c o m p a r e d fa­
vorably wi th the k n o w l e d g e o f A m e r i ­
c a n J e w s w h o h a v e o p e n access to the 
d o c u m e n t s o f J e w i s h h is tory . 5 0 % o f the 
i m m i g r a n t s h a d r e a d J e w i s h h is tory , 
wh i l e 4 0 % h a d not . T h e survey , h o w ­
ever , d id n o t try to g a u g e the actual 
d e p t h o r accuracy o f t h e n e w c o m e r s ' 
k n o w l e d g e o f J e w i s h c u l t u r e a n d his­
tory. 

O n e o f the m o r e s igni f icant di f f icul ­
t ies in d e a l i n g w i t h i m m i g r a n t s h a s 
b e e n in k e e p i n g t h e m i n f o r m e d a b o u t 
local J e w i s h e v e n t s . T h e m o s t e x t e n s i v e 
s o u r c e o f i n f o r m a t i o n , a c c o r d i n g to t h e 
survey , was t h r o u g h t h e J e w i s h C o m ­
m u n i t y C e n t e r n e w s l e t t e r or t h r o u g h 
f r i ends . O n l y a f ew i n d i c a t e d that t h e 
local J e w i s h n e w s p a p e r , The American 

Jewish World, was a s o u r c e o f i n f o r m a ­
t ion . T h e p r o b l e m with this local n e w s ­
p a p e r m a y lie wi th t h e n a t u r e o f its p u b ­
l icat ion pol icy in that it has m a d e n o 
special e f for t to p r o v i d e a c o l u m n in 
e i ther Russ ian or Y i d d i s h to reach o u t to 
n e w c o m e r s . Mai l ings w e r e a lso a s ignif i ­
cant s o u r c e o f i n f o r m a t i o n as well as a 
Russ ian l a n g u a g e n e w s p a p e r . T h e latter 
u n d o u b t e d l y re fers to a nat iona l n e w s ­
p a p e r ra ther t h a n a local o n e , as n o n e is 
p u b l i s h e d in the T w i n Cit ies e x c e p t a 
L u b o v i t c h n e w s l e t t e r in R u s s i a n , al­
t h o u g h n o o n e spec i f i ed the L u b o v i t c h 
news le t t er as a s o u r c e o f i n f o r m a t i o n . 

Most n e w c o m e r s w e r e g e n e r a l l y satis­
f ied with the ir l ife in the U p p e r Mid­
west . 7 0 % i n d i c a t e d t h e y w e r e h a p p y . A 
very h i g h n u m b e r , 8 7 % , i n d i c a t e d that it 
was i m p o r t a n t for n e w c o m e r s to b e c o m e 
i n v o l v e d in A m e r i c a n J e w i s h l i fe , p e r ­
h a p s a n i n d i c a t i o n that t h e g e n e r a l 
m e s s a g e c o n v e y e d to t h e J e w i s h c o m ­
m u n i t y as a w h o l e was s e e p i n g in to t h e 
i m m i g r a n t g r o u p . T h e y r e s p o n d e d fa­
vorably to s o m e p r o p o s i t i o n s for ach iev­

i n g a g r e a t e r social i n t e g r a t i o n , but 
w e r e u n e n t h u s i a s t i c a b o u t a c t i o n or 
"cause" g r o u p s : 

Table 10. 
Reactions of Immigrants to Suggested 
Ways to Improve Social Interaction 

Percent 

Holding events in Synagogues: 84 
Participation in havurah groups: 28 
Interest in attending classes: 75 
Program about community 

organizations: 68 
Films: 68 

Interest in Committee Assignments: 
Resettlement of Soviet Jews: 35 
Employment for Soviet Jews 16 
Soviet Jewry Action Committee 12 
Cultural committee 23 
JCC or Ta lmud Torah Education 

Committee 9 
JCRC Committee on Holocaust 3 
JCRC Committee on anti-Semitism 16 
JCRC Committee to support Israel 10 
Aiding in UJFC solicitations 14 
Self-help group 39 

T h e a b o v e r e s p o n s e s i n d i c a t e m o r e 
in teres t in areas c losest to t h e Sov ie t 
i m m i g r a n t s ' o w n n e e d s , s u c h as reset ­
t l e m e n t a n d s e l f -he lp g r o u p s . H a v u r a h 
g r o u p s , a r e c e n t e x p e r i e n c e e v e n for 
A m e r i c a n J e w r y , d id n o t s core wel l with 
n e w c o m e r s b e c a u s e o f the ir lack o f 
famil iarity wi th t h e c o n c e p t , e v e n af ter 
an e x p l a n a t i o n by t h e i n t e r v i e w e r . 

O n l y 3 6 % o f t h e p a r e n t s w e r e in ­
t e r e s t e d in h a v i n g the ir c h i l d r e n in 
T a l m u d T o r a h a n d 5 1 % w e r e i n t e r e s t e d 
in h a v i n g the ir c h i l d r e n part ic ipate in a 
J e w i s h y o u t h g r o u p . S o , the inc l inat ions 
o f Sov ie t e m i g r e s c a n be s u m m e d u p as 
their pr inc ipa l in teres t b e i n g in that 
wh ich c a n b e i n s t r u m e n t a l in the ir o w n 
a d a p t a t i o n to A m e r i c a , t h i n g s w h i c h are 
n o t n e c e s s a r i l y J e w i s h , d e s p i t e ant i -
S e m i t i s m b e i n g a p r i m e r e a s o n for the ir 
d e p a r t u r e f r o m t h e S o v i e t U n i o n . 
Specu la t ive ly , h a d t h e r e not b e e n a n in ­
creas ing a n t i - S e m i t i s m , in the U S S R , 
they m i g h t h a v e m o v e d f u r t h e r t o w a r d 
total a s s imi la t ion w i t h i n t h e R u s s i a n 
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c u l t u r e . N e w c o m e r s w i t h h i g h e r i n ­
c o m e s h a d a h i g h e r level o f a w a r e n e s s o f 
t h e f u n c t i o n o f the U n i t e d J e w i s h F u n d 
a n d C o u n c i l ( 5 2 % a m o n g the $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 -
$ 2 0 , 0 0 0 i n c o m e r a n g e , 7 2 % a m o n g t h e 
$ 2 0 , 0 0 0 - $ 3 5 , 0 0 0 r a n g e a n d 8 8 % in t h e 
o v e r $ 3 5 , 0 0 0 i n c o m e level ) . A l s o , e x -
p e c t e d l y , c o n t r i b u t o r s to the U J F C w e r e 
larger in n u m b e r in t h e $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 a n d 
a b o v e ca tegor i e s : 

T a b l e 11. 
C o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e U J F C b y N e w ­

c o m e r s 

Non-
Contributors Contributors 

INCOME: (%) (%) 

Under $10 ,000 0% 100% 
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 - $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 21% 79% 
$ 2 0 , 0 0 0 - $ 3 5 , 0 0 0 56% 33% 
Over $35 ,000 67% 33% 
Social Security 0% 100% 

(Note: In cases where figures do not add up to 
100%, some respondents ignored the question) 

T h e h i g h e r level o f c o n t r i b u t o r s in t h e 
u p p e r i n c o m e bracket s w o u l d s u g g e s t 
that S o v i e t n e w c o m e r s will s e e k i n ­
v o l v e m e n t , at least in this re spec t , w h e n 
t h e y h a v e g r e a t e r e c o n o m i c i n d e p e n ­
d e n c e . Part ic ipat ion as g ivers , in t u r n , 
h a s t h e p o t e n t i a l t o g e n e r a t e o t h e r 
interes ts a n d is re f lec t ive o f a n o r m a l i ­
zat ion i n t o A m e r i c a n l ife. T h e b ig q u e s ­
t i on , o f c o u r s e , is w h e t h e r all n e w c o m e r s 
will m a k e t h e i n c o m e l e a p . C h a n c e s are 
t h e y will no t . T h e r e f o r e , the c o m m u n i t y 
m u s t c o n d u c t its po l i cy a s s u m i n g rela­
t ive s t a b i l i z a t i o n o f c u r r e n t i n c o m e 
levels . 

It a p p e a r s that the key to success in 
a b s o r p t i o n o f Sov ie t J e w i s h i m m i g r a n t s 

l ies in a h i g h d e g r e e o f p e r s o n a l c o n ­
tact with A m e r i c a n J e w s . M o s t Sov ie t 
e m i g r e s n o w in t h e c o m m u n i t y a re 
real ly n o t n e w c o m e r s ; m o s t h a v e b e e n 
h e r e m o r e t h a n five years w h i l e m a n y 
are n o w A m e r i c a n c i t izens . T h e task, 
t h e r e f o r e , is t o e n s u r e that t h e n e w c o m ­
ers will r e m a i n J e w s , a n d act ive o n e s if 
poss ib le , ra ther t h a n d i s a p p e a r wi th in 
t h e g r e a t e r A m e r i c a n publ ic . I f t h e lat­
ter o c c u r s , t h e r e h a s b e e n n o speci f ic 
b e n e f i t for J e w r y as a w h o l e , a n d t h e 
Sov ie t J e w i s h i m m i g r a t i o n m o v e m e n t 
m a y n e e d to r e e x a m i n e its a p p r o a c h e s 
t o t h e p r o b l e m . Certa in ly , t h e g e n e r a l 
p r i n c i p l e o f o b t a i n i n g f r e e d o m for a 
s i n g l e i n d i v i d u a l is a w o r t h y goa l in it­
self. H o w e v e r , if Sov ie t J e w s , w h o h a v e 
ident i t i e s as J e w s w i t h i n t h e total i tarian 
f r a m e w o r k o f t h e U S S R l eave t o b e c o m e 
A m e r i c a n s a n d lose the ir J e w i s h ident i ty 
c o m p l e t e l y , t h e r e is m o r e t h a n a t o u c h 
o f i r o n y t o the w h o l e e m i g r a t i o n m o v e ­
m e n t . 

V i e w i n g t h e overal l pess imis t i c e m i ­
g r a t i o n s i tuat ion f r o m 1 9 8 4 , o n e m i g h t 
c o n c l u d e that t h e resul ts o f this s t u d y , 
w h i c h g e n e r a l l y s u g g e s t t h e n e e d for 
a m o r e a c t i v e i n t e r c h a n g e b e t w e e n 
A m e r i c a n J e w s a n d Sov ie t n e w c o m e r s , 
m a y n e v e r b e ca l led i n t o play. H o w e v e r , 
t h e o p p o s i t e m a y b e the case if t h e r e is a 
c h a n g e in t h e g e n e r a l t e n o r o f U S -
Sov ie t re la t ions a n d t h u s a r e n e w a l o f 
J e w i s h e m i g r a t i o n f r o m t h e U S S R . A s 
J e w s l iv ing in the U S S R are m o r e i so­
la ted t h a n e v e r b e f o r e , a m o r e hosp i ta ­
ble e n v i r o n m e n t will b e a n u t t e r n e c e s ­
sity for t h o s e f u t u r e e m i g r e s w h o are 
f o r t u n a t e e n o u g h to l eave t h e U S S R a n d 
w h o o p t t o c o m e t o A m e r i c a . 
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