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general enthusiasm and interest on the 
part of the intellectual-hungry East Siders. 

T h e main activity of the Forum was, of 
course, its meetings. M e n of national and 
local prominence were invited to address 
the audiences, city officials were invited to 
explain the work of city departments and 
to discuss city problems, men prominent in 
a particular sphere of thought and con­
sidered authorities on their subjects g a \ e 
of their best to impart to the audiences 
their point of view. A t the end of the 
speech about half an hour was allowed for 
questioning the speaker. T h e questions 
were, in the large majority of cases, in­
telligent and spirited, and showed real in­
terest in the meetings and topic discussed. 

One of the notable meetings was the 
"Bank Depositors' Night." Eugene Lamb 
Richards, state superintendent of banks, 
was invited to speak, shortly after several 
of the East Side banks' had failed. M a n y 
of the depositors were in the audience and 
it was indeed a lively meeting. So lively 
was it that, on several occasions, there were 
indications of a rather abrupt and inoppor­
tune ending. 

M r . W a l s h of the United States Com­
mission of Industrial Relations addressed 
one of the most enthusiastic gatherings of 
the season. Hundreds of people were turn­
ed away at the doors, and the crowd within 
was one of the biggest ever in the audi­
torium. 

T h e last meeting of the Forum took the 
form of a band concert at Seward Park, 
which immediately adjoins Public School 
N o . 62. In spite of the rain, over 2500 
people huddled together wdth nothing to 
protect them from the rain but umbrellas 
(and mighty few had umbrellas) , and 
stayed throughout the concert. This was 
indeed most inspiring and showed what 
sacrifices East Siders make to hear good 
music. 

Several other activities have been started 
in connection with the Forum, which, 
while still in the experimental stage, give 
promise of rapid development along liner, 
that will be of service to the neighborhood 
Classes in economics, sociology, biology and 
philosophy were started and several in­
structors from the College of the City of 
N e w Y o r k consented to take charge. A l ­
though this activity is still in its formative 

period, the possibilities of a real "people's 
university" is becoming clearer and clearer. 
One of the possible outcomes may be the 
establishment of a branch of the City Col­
lege on the East Side to meet the needs 
of the more intelligent immigrants. 

A local information bureau with a larg» 
volunteer staff has been started and gives 
every indication of becoming popular and 
of vital importance. There are a surp- is-
ing amount of big and little things, com­
paratively simple, upon which t i c immi­
grant is not informed. 

This activity, however, is still in an ex­
perimental condition, but already gives 
promise of life and wide scope for next 
season. There are many new plans for 
next season's program in the Forum, and 
the old ones wdll be worked out in more' 
perfect detail. It is hoped that next year 
wdll be even more successful than the past 
season. 

The possibilities of such an institution 
for the sensing of public opinion is easily 
seen. T h e people—the common people— 
wdio, as a rule, have little time or inclina­
tion to devote their serious thought to civic 
and governmental problems, are given a 
new birthright; they come to the school to 
listen to men who are leaders in public 
thought, to discuss wdth them the funda­
mentals of public policy in its various 
phases; to glean information from the best 
minds, and to be inspired to seek out for 
themselves that knowledge wdiich books 
alone can give to them. 

T h e Forum is a revival—a revival of the 
old Greek agora, the Roman Forum, and 
the Ang lo -Saxon town assemblies ; it is a 
revival that augurs well for democracy and 
should be supported and pushed forward 
enthusiastically by all sincere believers in 
democracy. 

E X C H A N G E B U R E A U 

Y o u n g man, 27 years of age (marr ied) , 
University of Chicago graduate and spe­
cialized in sociology under the late Dr . 
Henderson, desires to secure position in 
Jewish social work wdth an opportunity 
for advancement. References. Address 
Felix S. Pathman. 130S South Millard 
Avenue. Chicago, 111. 
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T H E FINISHING T O U C H 

Mary H, 

Out of the seething cauldron of " M a y 

Matter" that was put on to boil at the 

recent Conference of Jewish Social W o r k ­

ers, there arose a few bubbles, as bubbles 

always do in a pot that is properly boiling. 

T h e whole Conference, cooked, cooled and 

digested, has served its purposes and it can 

take care of itself. It is these "bubbles" 

that I would speak of. Shall we let them 

burst and become again an inseparable part 

of the whole, or shall we, by some yet un­

known process, make them independent and 

able to float of themselves, to crystallize 

them into real spheres, into real crystal 

balls wherein we can read something of 

the future. 

There are a great many men and women 
in social work who have known since they 
were in the secondary school that they 
would enter social work; that they would 
help in the world's struggle to equalize 
social forces, to help the immigrant, as he 
puts his foot for the first time on foreign 
soil; to bring the normal happiness of a 
child's life to the many little street urchins 
who have never sung a kindergarten song 
or planted a nasturtium seed; to help in 
whatever way they could to make up for 
the deficiencies in the scale of things. 

These people, therefore, went about in a 
businesslike way to learn the fundamentals 
of the very least and exacting science of 
"applied philanthropy"; they set about to 
learn the best and most effective means of 
giving relief, of getting people out of their 
poverty, of chasing that fitful will of the 
wdsp—"family rehabilitation." A n d to this 
end, they worked long and steadily, con­
stantly battling with an enemy often much 
stronger than they. 

But there are many things more or less 
intangible that the busy trained worker can 
not do because she has not the time. She 
sees the need of them, goodness knows, but 
each time she has to put them off for the 
more important matters of mere material 
relief. She has to supply life's necessities, 
she has to hunt a suitable house to move 
her family into, when she wants most of 
all to be helping the tired mother make her 
miserable little rooms more attractive and 

Kraus 

homelike, or when she is longing to get 
down on the floor, if it's clean enough, and 
cut out paper dollies for the children. I 
never go into the home of such a mother 
without a real ache. I do so want to sit 
down long enough to hem up some cheap, 
Swiss curtains for the widows. I always 
feel that the windows would of necessity 
be cleaner if there were the Swiss curtains 
to live up to ! 

But. pushing these desires back to the 
impractical place they belong, the worker 
must keep in mind the "mere essentials." 
She must go on her way to locate relatives 
who might be made to do their duty to 
their poorer relations; she must hurry back 
to the office to get all her "case work" 
properly written up. She still feels that 
the Swdss curtains should be there and that 
the little bewildered baby should have its 
paper dollies. 

There are many among us who can help 
the trained worker to realize her ideals. 
Here is the right kind of volunteer service: 
for it entails upon the volunteer no expert 
training, no responsibe judgment. T o o 
often the trained person's work is spoiled 
for all time by the careless handling of a 
case by an inexperienced person. 

One of the speakers in an address before 
the National Conference of Charities and 
Correction held recently told of a young 
girl who started and startled the whole 
town in wdiich she lived into social work. 
She was tired, she said, of singing in the 
church choir and of putting flowers on the 
church altar. She Wanted something real 
to d o ; and so she looked around and dis­
covered the need of a hospital for tuber­
culosis, and having the necessary time and 
means she immediately put the idea into 
execution with the result that even before 
she was aware of it the little town was the 
richer by a fine sanatorium and the people 
in the town were awake to the possibilities 
of individual social service. 

With, an almost limitless field the volun­
teer can, like the young girl in the story, 
put flowers not on the church altar alone, 
but help in making bloom the waste places 
of the dirty little streets wdiich unhappilv 
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are not usual to any particular city or 

locality. A little real effort would soon 

find flowers blooming in bones and tomato 

cans where now the only use of said bones 

and cans is to accumulate with compound 

interest in the ash heaps in the back yards. 

A n d the children—if you could only realize, 

you young men and women—how the chil­

dren look with wonderstruck eyes at the 

seeds wdiich wdll "really grow," how they 

love paper dolls and "cut-out things" ! Y o u 

say there are kindergartens, but kinder­

gartens have, up to the present time, only 

touched the surface of things, have only 

reached the children of the "better class." 

There still remain many, many children to 

whom "kindergarten" is an unattainable 

paradise. 

A n d the mothers—I make a plea for 

them; for though there are a hundred fami­

lies in a space where they should be num­

bered by tens, the mothers of the poor have 

no friends; they are as cut-off from friend­

ly intercourse as if they lived in the most 

arid waste. They are so constantly at work 

to keep their mere bodies together that 

their souls find little outlet. 

In Baltimore there is a small, red-brick 

bouse, and the doorplate reads "Jewish 

W e l f a r e Building." W h a t a comprehensive 

name that is! "Jewdsh" embraces all the 

members of the Jewish community, wdiile 

"Welfare" touches the one chord that binds 

them to each other and to themselves. W e 

are all Jewdsh wdio come into the doorway; 

we are all in need of welfare of some sort 

or another. The millionaire who lives in 

his uptown mansion is as much included in 

the nameplate on the door as are the very 

miserahlest of the applicants who apply for 

relief. A n d yet—how few are those who 

live uptown and not in need of material 

relief come under the portals of the little, 

red brick building. They do not see the 

great need of their presence there at all; 

they laugh you to scorn if you suggest 

that they need assistance, too. Ye t let one 

of the rich men who yearly sends his check 

come for a day or a few hours into the 

office of a charity organization society; 

let him see the filing cabinets filled with 

tragic, pitiful life stories; let him pick one 

up at random and learn the sordid, pitiful 

tale of a man out of work, with a family 

to support. The days of Elijah being no 

more, the poor man has to depend not upon 

the ravens to feed him, but upon his own 

meager resources, and those failing, the 

kindly office of the charity organization 

society. Let the man blessed wdth monied 

wealth come in on a day when a group of 

mothers and children are going to the 

Country H o m e . Let him watch their eager 

faces, happy for a briefly passing moment. 

H e will go away, aware that there is plenty 

to do, that the community needs him and 

that his social responsibility is something 

more than a mere check at stated intervals. 

A n d the wife of the man of means—and 

his daughter and his son ! Let them, too, 

pay us a visit in the offices where we work; 

let milady enjoy her blessings and her 

motor cars, but let her share them with 

us. It won't hurt a poor mother to get 

into an automobile. She won't look for it 

as a thing to be expected daily. It will be 

like a glimpse of paradise to her; it will 

be as a breath from heaven. 

Is it too quixotic—is it a scheme worthy 

of the brain of a Carl M a r x ? Let us stop 

and—not think; that might spoil it—do it 

without thinking. A n d I am dead sure "it" 

will come out all right. There will be a 

brotherhood among us, which we need. 

A n d the lately come immigrant, say M r . 

Greenburg, will shake hands with his one­

time "landsman" who has abbreviated yet 

added distinction to his name when it be­

came just "Green." 

Can you. the girl or young man with 

some leisure time, let them into your friend­

ship? Can you, out of your larger natures, 

help them to a happier if not a better life? 

Can you help the social worker, not to do 

the things she knows how to do better 

than you do, but to do the things that she 

can't d o ? She wants you to hem the Swdss 

curtains, to cut out the paper dolls and 

plant the nasturtium seeds. If you can get 

something of this from the recent Con­

ference, that the community needs you to 

put the finishing touches to work already 

being done, you will have gotten the larger 

education. 
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