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Morris Levy, Wi lmington . 
Louis Topkis, Wi lmington . 
Hose Grabfelder. Louisville. 
Henry Klauber, Louisville. 
Edward Sachs, Louisville. 
E. S. Tacliau, Louisville. 
Mrs. Meyer Krakaur , Louisville. 
Rev. Emanuel Sternheim, Baton Rouge. 
Bertha Eckhouse, Chicago. 
Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Sonn, Atlanta. 
Dr. Samuel Sehulman, X e w York, 
Charles I. Hereon, Chicago. 
W i l l i a m W . Mack, Chicago. 
Esther Kohn, Chicago. 
Leontine Eckhouse, Chicago. 
Antoinette Heitman, Philadelphia. 
Anna Grabuski, Philadelphia. 
Solomon Lowenstein, New York. 
Dr. C. D. Spivak, Denver. 
Henry Solomon, New York. 
Mrs. L. C. Barnett, Chicago. 
Mrs. L. E. Gordon, Chicago. 
Simon L. Simpkin. 
Leon Sternberger, Memphis, 
Charles J. Haase, Memphis. 
Alice Friedman, Chicago. 
Bertha Callner, Chicago. 
Julia Stern, Chicago. 
Mrs. P. K . Stichler, Dayton. 

To Delegates Attending the Con
ference at Indianapolis 

There has been difficulty in obtaining 
special railroad dispensation for the del
egates attending the Indianapolis Conven
tion. Arrangements are being made to ac
commodate delegates going to Indianapolis 
and perhaps in many instances special re
ductions can be secured. The following 
organizations and individuals are interested 
in securing special rates and inquiries can 
be made of them in regard to this method 
of getting to Indianapolis : 
Albany, N . Y.—Richard W . Wal lace , State 

Board of Charities, T h e Capitol. 
Atlanta, Ga.—Joseph C. Logan, General 

Secretary, Associated Charities, 70S 
Gould Building. 

Birmingham, A l a . — M r s . W . L. Murdoch, 

1S00 South Twentieth Street. 
Boston, Mass.—Parker B. Field, Secretary 

Children's Mission, 279 Tremont Street. 
Chicago, 111.—Wilfred S. Reynolds, Secre

tary Illinois Children's H o m e and A i d 
Society, 1817 Republic Building. 

Cincinnati, Ohio .—T. J. Edmonds, 304 
Broadway. 

Cleveland, Ohio.—James F. Jackson, Sec
retary Associated Charities, 501 St. Clair 
Avenue, N . E . 

Denver, Col.—Miss' Gertrude E . Vaile, 1137 
Sherman Street. 

Detroit, Mich.—Ira W . Jayne, 819 Farwell 
Building. 

Kansas City, M o . — M i s s Eva M . Marquis , 
Waterworks Building. 

Little Rock, A r k . — M u r r a y A . Auerbach, 
Secretary Associated Charities, City Hall . 

Louisville, Ky.—Charles Strull, 531 South 
First Street. 

Memphis, Tenn.—James P. Kranz, care A s 
sociated Charities. 

N e w Orleans, La.—Rabbi Emil W . Leip-
ziger, 2708 Dufosset Street. 

N e w York—Barry C. Smith, Charity O r 
ganization Society, 105 E. Twenty-second 
Street. 

Philadelphia, Pa.—Roy Smith Wal lace , Sec
retary Pennsylvania S. P. C. C , 419 
South Fifteenth Street. 

Pittsburgh, Pa.—J. Byron Deacon, 535 Ful
ton Building. 

Richmond, V a . — M i s s L. F. Price, Assistant 
Secretary State Board of Charities and 
Corrections, Library Building. 

St. Louis, M o . — A l f r e d Fairbank, 237 M u 
nicipal Court Building. 

St. Paul, Minn .—C. C. Stillman, W i l d e r 
Charity Building. 

EXCHANGE BUREAU 

Active young man, university training 
and school of civics graduate, experienced 
in constructive relief and settlement work, 
seeks wider opportunity. Address 4123, 
J E W I S H C H A R I T I E S . 

W A N T E D — A young man of good edu
cation to take charge of the Hebrew and 
Religious W o r k at the Chicago Hebrew 
Institute. One having experience in gen
eral social work preferred. Apply in writing, 
stating age, education, experience and min
imum salary expected, to Philip L . Seman, 
superintendent, 1258 W e s t Taylor Street, 
Chicago, 111. . 

Y o u n g man, 28, college graduate, good 
reputation, experienced relief and social 
worker, at present superintendent of a 
charity federation in a small Jewish com
munity, seeks position in a larger com
munity. W i l l accept any offer. Address 
J. R., J E W I S H C H A R I T I E S . 
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JUDAISM AND HYPHENISM 
Rabbi Samuel 

Milwaukee, 

"Go, now, and inquire after the welfare 
of thy brethren'' was the behest, as record
ed in our Scriptural lesson of this Sabbath 
(Genesis, 37, 1 4 ) , laid upon Joseph by his 
father. Jacob. It is in response to a sim
ilar behest, as it comes, however, to me 
from another quarter—the inner voice of 
duty—that I am making this inquiry this 
evening into the welfare of my brethren— 
not the welfare of my brethren merely, 
however, of our narrower spiritual com
munity, but my brethren as well of the 
wdder civic community to which we belong. 

A n initial step, as we all know, was 
recently taken by some of our local co
religionists in departure from a time-tried 
and approved policy of American Jewry, 
thus far a step of departure which I believe 
to be a seriously mistaken one, not only 
as it carries with it the possibility of grave 
mischief to the welfare, the best interests 
of our smaller circle as Jews but, wdiat con
cerns me more, as it may tell mischievous
ly likewise against the truest welfare of 
the larger body of the citizenship of this 
city as a whole. I do not need to say that 
I refer to that application made a week or 
so ago by some no doubt well-intentioned 
members of our faith and recommended 
by a sub-committee of our school board for 
favorable action, whereby quarters are to 
be set aside in one of the public schools of 
our city for instruction on a non-school 
day by volunteer teachers in the Yiddish 
and Hebrew languages and literatures. 

This I am ready to say was an entirely 
commendable and laudable enterprise—even 
as it evinces a worthy desire to be of some 
altruistic service on the part of its initiat
ors—were it not that it loses sight of cer
tain very vital, nay crucial, considerations. 
It is beyond all question that those who 
have asked for the quarters in the public 
school for the purpose designated were and 
are clearly within their rights in making 
this request. Our school authorities have 
established a precedent by setting aside not 
only rooms for instruction in various for
eign tongues in several or even in all the 
schools of this city but even by making 
instruction in such tongues a part of the 

Hirshberg 
W i s . 

regular school curriculum in regular school 
hours. There are, as we know, schools 
where Polish and Bohemian and I believe, 
Italian, likewise, are taught as part of the 
regular school exercises, and of course we 
know there are practically all the schools 
where German plays a by-no-means incon
siderable part in the daily program of stud
ies. These fellow-Jews therefore unde
niably had the right and were even some
what modest in preferring their request not 
that Yiddish—Hebrew I shall not mention 
here, for it is on a different basis, as I shall 
later indicate—should be taught to the chil
dren of Yiddish-speaking parents in school 
hours in connection with other studies, but 
only that it should have, and that, too, out
side of school hours and on another day 
than a school day, rooms in a school grant
ed for instruction in it, instruction further, 
at that, which, undertaken as it should be 
by volunteers, should be without any charge 
upon the school funds. 

Again is it further to be recognized, as 
little as the question of right could be 
urged tenably against such a request, as 
little could the objection on linguistic or 
literary grounds. It is argued that Y i d 
dish should not and cannot properly have 
standing in the schools, inasmuch as it is 
''no language"; inasmuch as it is a jargon, 
a conglomerate mixture of many tongues. 
It is indeed to be conceded that Yiddish is 
an unlovely and unbeautiful tongue, a harsh, 
a guttural and an any but euphonious jangle 
of sounds which no cultivated person, I 
imagine, would care to speak; but I doubt 
very much, at that, whether we can justifi
ably deny it the name of a language. It 
does possess a grammar and a quite ex
tensive literature, further, I am told, and 
these, I believe, are the criteria of a lan
guage. But if, at that, it still does not an
swer to the description of a language, and 
is to be reckoned only as a jargon, I am 
afraid even on such a ground we could not 
justifiably rule it out of consideration for 
the claims made for it. There is certainly 
no nobler and no grander tongue than the 
English, but it takes but the slightest ac
quaintance with its origin and history—and 
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the same thing can be said of almost every 
other modern tongue—to recognize that it, 
too, in the strict and literal interpretation 
of that term, is but a jargon, a composite 
mixture, the organized resultant of a vast 
amalgam of words and expressions brought 
together from out of the diverse forms of 
speech, ancient and modern, living and dead, 
of almost all the folk of the earth. W e 
should have to object to English then, and 
tf> pretty much every other tongue, if we 
were to make Yiddish a subject of ostra
cism among languages on the ground simply 
or chiefly that it is a jargon. 

Those of our local co-religionists, be it 
held then clearly in mind, on the two con
siderations indicated, have been asking no 
more than they have the right to ask in 
their application to the School Board. 

But I would submit to their careful reflec
tion at the same time, and to that of all 
other folk of alien stock as well, that there 
are higher considerations than "rights" of 
this character. It is the test of a higher 
and a nobler right many a time to forego— 
magnanimously to waive—what we are 
pleased to call and which may even be 
conceded to be "rights." A n d I would call 
upon these co-religionists of ours just now 
to manifest such magnanimity and come 
under the rule of the "higher rights." 

The citizens of this land are lacking most 
deplorably at present—and this European 
war has served strongly to demonstrate 
it—in a proper "national" sense and spirit, 
a proper (if you will) "American" sense 
and spirit. T h e people of this country 
have not as yet, and need most urgently 
and rapidly to build up and develop an 
all-pervading and pervasive "Americanism," 
giving definite color and character—unto 
tiie very last element of their being—to all 
who here establish themselves. There is 
altogether too much hyphenism in our 
present Americanism. W e are split up into 
a congeries of many nations, instead of 
forming one uniform nation as we should. 
W e have our foreign settlements in al
most all of our large cities, speaking their 
foreign tongues, preserving their foreign 
manners and habits of life, so that, going 
among them, one has the complete illusion 
of being in some town of Italy or Poland 
or Hungary or Slavonia instead of in 
some city of the United States. 

It might, indeed, be asking and expect
ing too much and be even cruel to want 
these people at once to lay off their for
eign manners and to take up wdth ways that 
are strange to them and become from the 
outset American in life and spirit; but it 
is not asking too much that they be put on 
the way to becoming thus American at the 
earliest reasonable moment. It is just this, 
however, that we are, to a quite culpable 
extent, neglecting to do. A n d this very 
policy of our public schools, with regard 
to instruction in foreign tongues, is an in
stance in point. There is nothing that so 
develops and deepens, vitalizes and intensi
fies a national consciousness as a language 
native to a people. There is nothing, on 
the other hand, that will so militate against 
such a consciousness' as adherence to and 
persistence in the use of some other tongue. 
But yet here are we in our schools en
couraging the persistence in just such 
tongues. If I had my way, and I say this 
advisedly in the full consciousness of the 
storm of objection it is likely to raise, I 
would not have a single foreign language 
taught in any of our schools below the 
high school, and I will be frank and say 
that I am not unmindful either, when I 
say this, of the German language and any 
peculiar claims it may have to considera
tion in this city. I admire the German 
language. It is a glorious language and 
has a rich and noble literature. A n d yet 
I see no occasion for teaching it, save for 
cultural purposes, as should be the case 
likewise with any other cultural language 
with a rich literature, in any other but the 
classes of our high schools. On strictly 
American grounds, with the end in mind 
of an Americanism as deep and intense as 
possible to be engendered in our youth at 
school at the earliest moment possible and 
taking possession of the whole field of 
their consciousness with the sense that na
tionally they are American and nothing 
else, I would object to any other language 
but that which has become natural and 
native to our citizenship. A foreign lan
guage as a household language tends to 
perpetuate foreignism, tends to color 
thought and feeling wdth a foreign tinge 
and to make for a divided national al
legiance and loyalty instead of that alle-
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giance and loyalty, single and undivided, 
which alone can mark the true citizen. 

M y appeal then is to them that are ask
ing that our public schools give recogni
tion to Yiddish, even in the limited degree 
that is asked. There is not, there never 
should be any hyphenism in Judaism. W e 
can be Jews, most loyal and devoted Jews, 
religiously, even at the same moment that 
we are Americans, most loyal and devoted 
Americans nationally; however, we cannot 
be these co-incidentally if we persist in 
any form of foreignism. A religion, what
ever it may be—since these United States, 
thank God, has no national religion—can 

never make a man a foreigner; a language 
and foreign habits of thought and life, how
ever, inevitably can and must. Let the effort 
then be made on behalf of a true Amer i 
canism to wean folk away from the Y i d 
dish rather than to attach any more to 
it. Let those who now speak it be taught 
to unlearn and forget it rather than to 
have their progeny further perpetuate it. 
N o finer service on behalf of the recent im
migrant Jew in America at the present 
moment do I know can be rendered than 
this. W e have enough alien elements in 
our American population as it is. Let none 
assume to develop and foster any more. 

B R O W N S V I L L E , A PROGRESSIVE C O M M U N I T Y 

Isaac 
New 

T h e Matzoth Fund, or, as it is known in 
Hebrew, "Mo-os Chittim," is an old insti
tution popular among the Jews throughout 
the world and in every Jewish community 
a fund is raised to provide the poor with 
all the necessaries for the Passover. 

Brownsville, like every other Jewish com
munity, bad such fund raised before every 
Passover and distributed among the poor 
in cash and in provisions, but there was no 
centralized agency for either the collection 
or the distribution of the funds. Every 
congregation, charitable society, or even 
clubs of young men, were wont to raise 
funds and distribute them to those wdio 
applied for assistance. T h e result was that 
many professional "schnorcrs" were getting 
money and provisions from several organi
zations while many deserving poor would 
go hungry on the Passover because of their 
inability to attract attention to their own 
misery. 

About two years ago there was organ
ized in Brownsville a society known as 
Adath Israel of Brownsville and East New-
York , wdiose principal activity consists in 
providing a burial place and the defraying 
of funeral expenses for its members and 
their families wdio by reason of their ad
vanced age are not taken in or because 
of their inability to pay the excessive dues 
cannot join other organizations and be
long to our Society for three dollars per 
year. This organization has now a mem-
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bership of more than eight hundred, among 

whom may be counted many of the well-

known Bale-Battim of the community. 

A t a small conference of the directors 

of the Adath Israel held a few weeks ago 

it was decided to attempt the collection and 

distribution of M o - o s Chittim. W i t h that 

end in view, the various organizations 

which had in former years collected such 

funds were visited and their co-operation 

in the distribution of M o - o s Chittim sought. 

W h i l e the co-operation of all organiza

tions has not yet been secured, the greater 

number have entered into an arrangement 

wdiich permits each organization to do its 

own collecting, but establishes: one central 

agency for the distribution of funds, so that 

some control may be had wdiich would 

prevent some from getting more than they 

are entitled to and others going without 

any assistance whatever. 

Thus far the Adath Israel Committee 
alone has raised through its own efforts 
more than $2000 and a conservative esti
mate of the total would be $5000, which it 
is hoped will be sufficient to provide for 
every family whose want may lie made 
known to the Central organization. 

The first venture of the Adath Israel in 
the direction of co-operation having been 
fairly successful, an attempt to federate 
the various charities in the community will 
soon be made. 


