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A l l girls are expected to be at H o m e not 
later than 10.30 in the evening, except when 
special permission is obtained to stay out 
later. Mrs . Manheimer, who has been 
matron from the beginning, generally uses 
her judgment as to any one staying out later 
than the regular hour. T h e H o m e is strictly 
kosher and is conducted as a Jewish home 
should be. There is a truly Jewish atmos
phere in the place. 

T h e H o m e is supported by subscriptions 
and donations. The Ben Akiha A i d So
ciety, an organization of several hundred 
Jewish women, contributes $500 a year. It 
was this organization which really estab
lished the H o m e . T h e house which has 
been purchased for the Ben Akiba H o m e 
is well situated. W h i l e the H o m e was 
fortunate in purchasing it for only $12,000. 
it was originally built for one of the best 
families here at a cost several times that 
amount. Some $4000 will be spent in re
pairs and readjustment. There will be room 
for more than forty girls when the Ben 
Akiba H o m e is ready for occupancy. 

T h e success of the^rlome is undoubtedly 

due to the fact that its president, Mrs . Cook, 

is there every Sunday conferring with the 

girls, counseling them. It is a fine picture 

indeed to see this gray-haired mother in 

Israel surrounded by these young Jewish 

girls, listening to her motherly advice, ply

ing her with questions about work, about 

the country, about the troubles of their kin 

folk in the Old W o r l d and hlushingly about 

their beans. If Mrs . Cook does not like a 

young man who calls on one of the girls 

she says so and the girl will become more 

alert and try to study the young man more 

closely and more carefully. Al l girls who 

live in the H o m e know, too, that any time 

they want to see "Mrs. Cook or speak to 

her she is at their disposal. A l l they have 

to do is call her up and she will invite them 

either to her own home or come to see them 

at the Ben Akiba. 

Other cities may have more palatial homes 
for Jewdsh girls, or larger ones, or places 
where there are more luxuries and perhaps 
even more comforts, but in the Ben Akiba 
H o m e for Jewish W o r k i n g Girls St. Louis 
has the homiest home. 

REFUGEES A T S E A T T L E 

One of the effects of the war on this coun

try has been to bring into prominence two 

additional ports of entry. San Francisco, 

where immigrants have been arriving from 

Siberia and Japan since the outbreak of 

the war, and Seattle. Latest reports from 

Seattle are that it is receiving many Jewish 

immigrants wdth every steamer. 

So large is the number of Jewish immi

grants who have already arrived at Seattle 

that the Hebrew Sheltering and Immigrant 

A i d Society may establish a branch in that 

city so that immigrants arriving at this port 

shall receive the same assistance and guid

ance as those who arrive at the other ports 

of the United States. Public-spirited citi

zens of Seattle, such as Rabbi Samuel Koch, 

Rabbi H. Genss and Mr . Leopold M . Stern, 

endeavored to handle the situation imme

diately upon the arrival of the first lot of 

immigrants, but the task became too great 

for them. They appealed to the Hebrew 

Sheltering and Immigrant A i d Society for 

assistance, stating that they were unable to 

cope with the situation since it is necessary 

to facilitate the landing of immigrants, lo

cate their relatives, shelter, clothe and pro

vide them wdth employment. T h e Society im

mediately sent a sum of money to the com

mittee to temporarily meet their needs. It 

is also planning to send a special repre

sentative to Seattle to put the work upon a 

firmer basis. Judge Leon Sanders, president 

of the Society, will hold a conference wdth 

a committee of the Board of Directors con

cerning the question of organizing a branch 

in Seattle in order to make the work at 

Seattle part and parcel of that of the na

tional organization. The immigrants are 

refugees from Russia who came over the 

Pacific Ocean because other ways of reach

ing the United States were closed to them 

on account of the war. 

Large numbers of Jewish immigrants are 

expected to arrive in Seattle shortly, so that 

it has become imperative to create the 

proper facilities for their reception and 

assistance. 
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B U R E A U OF P H I L A N T H R O P I C R E S E A R C H 
Leo Arnstein 

York N e 

A t a meeting of the Council of Jewish 
Communal Institutions of N e w Y o r k City 
held on Monday, November 15th, an offer 
was received from M r . Adolph Lewisohn 
assuring to the Council the sum of $5000 
per annum for three years, provided the 
Council would undertake the establishment 
of a Bureau of Philanthropic Research un
der its own auspices. It was determined 
to accept the offer of M r . Lewisohn and the 
president of the Council was authorized to 
nominate a committee of nine members who 
should constitute this Bureau of Philan
thropic Research and direct its operations, 
and furthermore the nine members were to 
be selected as follows : five from the mem
bership of the Council and four from the 
membership of the Kehillah, all to be ap
pointed by the president, subject to the 
approval of the Council. 

T h e question of establishing such a Bu
reau of Philanthropy was suggested to the 
Council in the early part of this year by 
Dr. J. L. Magnes , acting for the Kehillah. 
A committee was at that time appointed by 
the Council and in conference wdth a com
mittee from the Kehillah submitted to the 
general committee a plan for such a bureau. 
This plan, which was never definitely 
adopted by the Council but which will no 
doubt serve as the basis for the establish
ment of the new Bureau, was in part as 
follows : 

I. Need for a Bureau—The Jews of 
Greater N e w York today number more than 
1,000,000 people and present for philan
thropy a problem which in the variety of 
needs, multiplicity of agencies and extent 
of requirements is comparable with the 
problems of a municipality. T h e charitable 
activities of the Jews are carried on by 
about 100 organizations of considerable size, 
a host of small societies of a local char
acter and a great variety of mutual benefit 
societies and lodges. Their total expendi
tures are unknown, but it is certain that the 
budget of the larger organizations alone to
day exceeds $3,000,000. N o survey has ever 
been attempted to determine what are the 
needs of the community and what its re
sources to meet those needs, wdiat duplica

tion there is, wdiat fields of work are wholly 
or partially uncared for. There is no Jew
ish organization whose function it is to 
study the underlying causes of poverty and 
its effects as it concerns the Jewish people 
with a view to preventive action. W h i l e 
there are a number of relief-giving institu
tions, child-caring institutions, hospitals, 
etc., there exists no agency devoted to the 
study of general charitable problems of the 
community; no agency equipped wdth train
ed workers, prepared to investigate in he-
half of the community or of a special insti
tution or to help in the solution of new 
problems constantly arising. There is an 
indisputable need for such a Bureau. 

II . Purpose and Function—As an agency 
for investigation its functions should be in 
general to study the underlying causes of 
existing social ills, with a view to suggest
ing preventive measures. For this purpose 
the duties of the Bureau should be : 

( 1 ) T o gather and record available in
formation on the philanthropic requirements 
and existing provisions; to analyze and in
terpret the data so secured. 

( 2 ) T o serve as an agency equipped with 
trained workers, capable of undertaking and 
carrying out investigations into philan
thropic problems in behalf of the Council 
of Jewdsh Communal Institutions, the K e 
hillah or other existing institutions. 

As a center for information its duties 
shall be as fol lows: 

( 1 ) T o serve as a Bureau of Information 
on the purpose, activities and needs of in
stitutions now in the field and to indicate 
directly or by publication to what ends and 
in what fields new activities might more 
profitably be devoted. 

( 2 ) T o serve as a Bureau of Information 
to public authorities, city and state; to sup
ply information required on existing or pro
posed institutions. 

( 3 ) T o serve as a Bureau of Information 
for beneficiaries of philanthropic institu
tions, giving advice to applicants as to the 
manner in which their needs may best be 
met and the institutions to which they 
should apply in order to secure relief with 
the least delay. 


