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BIG BROTHER WORK
Walter N. Rothschild

Brooklyn

The history of this work has been a va-
ried one. In June, 1914, through an agree-
ment with the Jewish Big Brother Asso-
ciation of New York, whereby $500 was
subscribed by the Heinsheimer trustees if
$1000 was gained from Jewish Federation,
this Big Brother work had its inception in
Brooklyn.

An officer was maintained through this
agreement in the Brooklyn courts. Be-
cause of the distance from the office where
the work was directed to Brooklyn, where
it was carried into effect, this arrangement
proved itself rather difficult, both for the
New York Society to gain new material
in Brooklyn and the Brooklyn workers to
gain the fullest co-operation of New York.
These difficulties were those of locality
entirely and not in any way differences be-
tween the New York office and Brooklyn,
hetween whom the friendliest feelings have
always existed.

In June, 1915, this contract expired. Pro-
vision could not be made for its renewal
under the old plan. as both the Heins-
leimer trustees and the Brooklyn Federa-
tion were loth to continue their subscrip-
tions, The Auxiliary, however, provided
from its own treasury for three additional
payments of $83 per month, which made
the work possible under the same manage-
ment to September 15th. At that time the
present highly satisfactory agreement with
the Brooklyn Juvenile Probation Society
was made. The Auxiliary has heen kindly
proffered the offices of the Juvenile Pro-
hation Society free of charge and its only
expense at the present time is the mainte-
nance of the visiting officer at court. We
trust sincerely that this current and emi-
nently successful agreement may be con-
tinued in the future with the same cordial
relationship.

Figures alone mean very little, hut figures
as indicators of the accomplishments of the
last year are able to show a great deal
Between May, 1914, and December, 1914,
443 Jewish hoys were brought up before
the courts. Of this number 87 were placed
on probation. Between March, 1915, and
January, 1916—a period longer by ninety
davs—299 cases of Jewish boys were brought

before the court, of whom 181 were placed
on probation. This shows a diminution in
a greater period of time of 144 cases and
an increased capacity in their allotment,
as in the first period only 19 per cent. of
the cases were able to be placed on pro-
bation, whereas in the latter period 60 per
cent. of them were able to be placed. Tak-
ing the last three months as a criterion,
we find that in October, 1915, 47 cases of
Jewish boys were brought before the court,
in November of the same year 27 cases
and in December 18. This is enough to
illustrate the effect that Big Brother work
is having not only to prevent recurrence
of old cases but also to show that the pres-
ence of the visiting officer in the Children’s
Court is effective enough to cause a marked
lessening in the number of the new cases
that are brought up before the judges.

Now for a few figures on the subjective
portion of the work. In May, 1915, there
were 47 active Big Brothers; April of the
same year showed 51. Both these figures
were during the time of our affiliation with
the New York Society. In December, 1913,
there were 78 active Big Brothers and on
January 16th our roster showed 92 men
taking active part in this work. This is
indeed an inspiring increase; but do not
let us think for one moment that we even
have approached the ideal condition of af-
fairs in this work. We must have more
Big Brothers, as a perfect arrangement is
only reached in which a surplus of Big
Brothers await the placing in their care
of the little boys who will be committed to
them by the courts.

As regards our general plan of procedure
in the past, we have held meetings on the
first Thursday of each month. We have
had one very successful smoker, and intend
to continue these enjoyable events, as they
tend to bring a closer affiliation of Big
Brothers and enable us to listen to men
who have had vastly more experience in
this direction. A number of plans are now
under consideration for augmenting the
number of Big Brothers in Brooklyn.
These will probably be put on a working
hasis before spring.
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At the present time we have a represent-
ative on the General Committee of Big
Brother work, the purpose of which is to
standardize records and methods of dealing
with the problem. This Committee was
originally started in the new Children’s
Court at 137 Kast Twenty-second Street,
New York city.

Besides our continual need of new timber
for Big Brothers, there is a continually
growing problem in the overcrowded con-
dition of the Hawthorne School. The
Brooklyn Cottage is full to overflowing and
at the present time the courts in Brooklyn
have been forced to make commitments to

the House of Refuge at Randall's Island,
a condition of affairs that, to say the least,
is deplorable. Likewise, a need has arisen
for a Bureau of Advice and Information,
through which many of the differences
which now needlessly are brought to court
could be settled before this condition is
reached.

There is also a need for a Bureau for
Mental Defectives, as it has been shown by
students of criminology that this state is
accountable for many of the crimes which
come on the calendars of the court. Cases
of this description naturally are hardly
proper ones for Big Brothers.

RATSHESKY CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
Harris L. Selig

The Ratshesky Charitable Foundation is
the first of its kind in the history of New
England Jewry. The primary purpose of
this Foundation is to be the promotion of
Jewish philanthropy in Boston and it is to
be managed perpetually by a Board of Trus-
tees, in whose care the funds are to be
placed.

At a meeting of the Board of Directors
of the Federated Jewish Charities on Wed-
nesday, February 16, 1916, the following trus-
tees who are to manage the Foundation were
named by Mr. Ratshesky: Joseph M. Her-
man, vice-president of the Federation; Fer-
dinand Strauss, president of the Baron de
Hirsch Committee of Boston; I. A. Rat-
shesky, treasurer of the United States Trust
Company; Jacob R. Morse, president of
Temple Israel; Adolph Ehrlich; Miss Isa-
belle Hyams, of the Louise M. Alcott Club,
and Mrs. Daniel Frank, president of the
Sisterhood of Temple Israel.

On Thursday, February 17th, the first
meeting of the trustees took place at the
office of the United States Trust Company
and the following officers were elected:
Joseph M. Herman, president; Ferdinand
Strauss, treasurer, and Adolph Ehrlich,
secretary. The details of the plan and the
outlining of the first activities are now be-
ing arranged and will be completed and the
Foundation in operation in the very near
future.

The Foundation was started by Mr. A.
C. Ratshesky, with a gift of $100.000 as first

Boston

contribution, in commemoration of his
iftieth birthday.

The announcement was made in a letter
addressed to Mr. Joseph M. Herman, vice-
president of the Federated Jewish Charities,
as follows:

“My Dear MRr. HERMAN:

“You will remember that at the birthday
luncheon given me at Young's Hotel a
year ago [ told my friends there assembled
that [ intended to do something before the
vear was out to commemorate my fiftieth
birthday, and I am now prepared to ex-
plain the thought which was in my mind
at that time and which prompted me to
make that statement.

“T'o emphasize my gratitude for all the
blessings that God has bestowed upon me
during these fifty years, I propose to estab-
lish a foundation, the purpose of which
primarily shall be the promotion of Jew-
ish philanthropy in Boston.

“It is my fervent desire to have this
project successfully established during my
lifetime, with its aims so defined and its
work so planned for the future that, as time
rolls on, and I am no longer with you, it
may, through ever-increasing efficiency,
broader scope and vaster resources, de-
velop into an institution far-reaching in
its possibilities for the alleviation of need
and suffering among our poor and un-
fortunate co-religionists.

“This foundation is to he managed per-
petually by a board of trustees, in whose
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care the funds are to be placed; the details
are now being arranged and will be fully
completed and the foundation in operation
in the very near future.

“My first contribution to this foundation
1s the sum of $100,000.”

Mr. A. C. Ratshesky has been for many
vears the untiring head of the Federated
Jewish Charities and under his leadership
the Federation has become a great factor
in the alleviation of need and suffering
among our poor brothers in Boston.

The announcement of his gift caused tre-
mendous enthusiasm on the part of all Jews
in Boston and it is to be hoped that his
generous deed will act as an inspiration to
the other Jewish philanthropists of our city,
who, following the example set by him, will
endeavor to make all the institutions of our
Jewish community in Boston as models of
their kind in the United States.

BOOK REVIEWS

By Charles S. Bernheimer

IM MIGRATTON

The H. W. Wilson Co., of White Plains,
N. Y., publishes a series of debaters’ hand-
bhooks ($1.00 net). One of the series is a
volume entitled “Selected Articles on Im-
migration,” compiled by Mary K. Reely.
It contains articles and addresses carefully
selected from current periodicals and from
reports -on the subject of European and
Asiatic immigration. Besides being valu-
able to club members, the volume is useful
as a reference book on the various phases
of the subject of immigration as considered
hoth by those who favor immigration as
well as those who espouse restriction.

Laws RELATING 10 SEX MoRrALITY

Arthur B. Spingarn, Esq., has compiled
for the Bureau of Social Hygiene a little
volume, published by the Century Co., New
York, entitled “Laws Relating to Sex
Morality in New York City.” Mr. Spring-
arn states that the manual is intended pri-
marily for the social worker so that he may
be informed as to I'ederal, state and local
laws relating to the subject so far as they
apply to New York City. Ife calls atten-
tion to the relation between mental de-
ficiency and prostitution. He hopes that

the grouping together of the laws for the
first time may lead to careful and scientific
study and to the establishment of a legal
policy which will ultimately result in laws
looking toward prevention rather than mere
suppression.

“LEARNING BY Doing”

Under the above caption Prof. Edgar J.
Swift has recently published a second edi-
tion of his book (Indianapolis, Bobbs-
Merrill Co.). As the title indicates, the
author Delieves in a theory of education
that includes industrial or vocational train-
ing to fit young persons for their life work:
He, however, feels that there is no neces-
sary contradiction between this theory and
that advocated by philosophical educators
who insist upon making thoughts and as-
pirations the matter for developing the
education of the child. He calls attention
to the changing industrial conditions and
to the necessity of adapting our schools to
these conditions. The book is another one
of those means by which both professional
educators and laymen are being educated
into making schooling useful as well as
cultural.

The Jewish Teachers’ Association (356
Second Avenue, New York City) issued
in January, 1916, Volume I, No. 1, of a
semi-annual publication. The magazine is
to appear later quarterly and is to serve
as a means for stimulating discussion on
the problems of the Jewish school. The
first issue contains articles by qualified
scholars on various aspects of Jewish edu-
cation in this country and includes an ab-
stract of a report made by Dr. S. Benderly
on “The Gary Plan and Jewish Education,”
in which the conclusion is reached that
even if a plan of co-operation between the
public schools of New York City, based on
Mr. Wirt’s ideas, is agreed upon, there
should be “an official understanding between
the Board of Education of the city and the
Jewish religious schools that once this
plan is introduced it will not be altered,
within the next five or ten years, in such
a way as to upset the plans for Jewish
religious instruction” and that public school
officials will adopt an attitude of co-opeéra-
tion with child-welfare agencies that con-
cerns themselves with Jewish children.
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(Continued from last issue)

THE JUVENILE COURT AND THE JEWISH COMMUNITY

Julius Drachsler
Secretary the School for Jewish Communal Work, New York City

In the investigation of social phenomena
a study of income is of fundamental im-
portance. This is particularly true when
the subject is delinquency, since insufficient
wages have often been mentioned as a fac-
tor contributing toward crime.

Table VIII gives the total yearly income
of the homes of 265 Jewish boys placed on
probation in the Children’s Court of New
York County during the year 1913. The
salient points brought out by this table may
be set down as follows:

1. Of the total number of families, 118,
or about one-half (44.5 per cent.), had a
total yearly income of from $500 to $1000
a year. These families have from four to
seven children.

In this connection it may be of interest
to note that in the report of the Special
Committee on the Standard of Living of
the Eighth New York State Conference of
Charities and Corrections, November 12-
19, 1907 (Chapin, R. C., “Standard of Liv-
ing Among Workingmen’s I'amilies”), the
following conclusion is stated in reference
to the income group having $800 to $900 a
vear income: “In view of all these facts the
Committee is of the opinion that it is fairly
conservative in its estimate that $625 is
sufficient for the average family of five
individuals, comprising the father and the
mother and three children under fourteen
years of age, to maintain a fairly proper
standard of living in the Borough of Man-
hattan.” The characterization by the Special
Committee of the $700 to $799 income group
was: “The Committee helieves that with an
income of between $700 and $800 a family
can barely support itself, provided it is
subject to no extraordinary expenditures
by reason of sickness, death or any unto-
ward circumstances. Such a family can
live without charitable assistance through
exceptional management and in the absence
of emergencies.” The family considered by
the Special Committee was one of five. It
would hardly be exaggeration to say that
the characterization by the Committee of
the $700 to $799 income group would fit
fairly closely almost one-half of the fam-
ilies considered in Table XVII (keeping in

mind that the size of these families is not
five, but six, seven, eight and nine), namely,
“that the family can barely support itself,
provided it is subject to no extraordinary
expenditures by reason of sickness, death or
any untoward circumstances.”

Table IX

Showing Nature of Guardianship of 500
Jewish Boys Placed on Probation in the
Children’s Court of New York County

During the Year 1913. Per Ct.
Boys living with parents... 413 82.9
Boys living with father.... 6 1.3
Boys living with mother... 39 7.8
Boys living with father and

step-mother............ 21 42
Boys living with mother

and step-father......... 8 16
Boys living with other rel-

AtIVES. vt e 8 1.6
Boys living with strangers. 3 6
No record. .. coviviinia.. 2

Totals.......oovvnn. 500 100.0

From Table IX it appears to be estab-
lished that in more than three-fourths of
the cases of the boys placed on probation
for more or less serious offenses the home
is normal as far as the physical presence
of the parents is concerned. It seems that
a broken home is not at all a big factor in
producing delinquency among the descend-
ants of Jewish immigrants.

Table X shows that only a very small
percentage of the families received assist-

ance. Table X

Showing Charitable Aid Given to Families
of 500 Jewish Boys Placed on Probation
in the Children’s Court of New York
County During the Year of 1913.

Aid given by United

Hebrew Charities Per Ct.
in.......cooeeeeav.. 19 cases 3.8
None given in....... 478 casecs 96.2
Total............ 497 families 100.0
No record........... 3
500




