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The overall dating pattern showed that only 44 percent (of respondents) dated Jewish 
or mostly Jewish, while 56percent showed non-Jewish, or expressed no, preference in 
religious affiliation in their dating choices. 

The increase in the number of Jewish 
singles has c o m e to the forefront of aware
ness. Because individuals are c h o o s i n g to 
remain single as a life style, or deciding to 
marry late in life, or opt ing for d ivorce , 
there is an inordinately large and growing 
n u m b e r o f Jewi sh s ingles enter ing the 
1980's. 

This paper reports an exploratory study 
of this new p h e n o m e n o n . The study sought 
to obta in insights as to the effect religion 
has o n date se lect ion, social activit ies , and 
mate selection of Jewish men and w o m e n , 
aged 25 to 45. 

Background for Study 

Attempt ing any study of singles as a 
discrete popula t ion group has pitfalls, and 
narrowing the universe specif ically to 
Jewish singles makes the j o b that much 
m o r e diff icult . N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g these 
obstacles , a Jewish singles group having a 
roster of more than 360 was surveyed in 
metropol i tan Kansas City, Missouri. 

Though this group started on an informal 
b a s i s , unaff i l ia ted wi th any o r g a n i z e d 
J e w i s h ins t i tu t ion in the c o m m u n i t y , 
support was obtained from the Jewish 
C o m m u n i t y Foundat ion of Kansas City 
for the Jewish C o m m u n i t y Center to 

* Since this report was written, Mr. Heiligman 
became President of Heiligman and Associates, a 
private philanthropy consulting firm. 

administer and supervise its program. It 
was viewed as a demonstrat ion project. 

While similar identified groups of Jewish 
singles have c o m e and gone , this one , "The 
Soc ie ty" grew in popularity . During the 
c o u r s e o f i t s y e a r l y p r o g r a m m i n g , a 
definitely posit ive image was created by its 
participants. Initial programming focused 
on large gatherings (pot-luck dinners) and 
special interest activities such as tennis , 
hiking, picnics, Shabbat dinners, etc. The 
demonstrat ion project proved a success 
and was funded fully during the next fiscal 
year by the Jewish C o m m u n i t y Federat ion. 

By far the most attractive and o p e n 
ended program, the pot- luck dinner drew 
the most participants. The a tmosphere was 
relaxed and free. Individuals ' h o m e s or 
apartment c lub houses were used for the 
gatherings. A n e lement of trust deve loped 
between Soc ie ty members and its director. 
The Soc ie ty became the only neutral place 
where Jewish singles in Kansas City could 
congregate on an informal basis and meet 
regularly with other Jewish singles. 

Study D e s i g n 

A quest ionnaire with twenty- two items 
was created. The a im was to deve lop a 
profile of the participants and identify 
patterns in dat ing behavior as related to 
religious preference. The guiding hypothesis 
stated that Jewish singles prefer to date 
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other Jewish singles over non-Jewish 
singles. A frequency distribution would 
provide the profile for the whole. 

Invitations were sent to the Jewish singles 
on the mailing list which numbered 362. All 
were invited to a pot-luck dinner (the 
activity which drew the most numbers.) 
One hundred individuals attended. Eighty-
two completed and returned the question
naire the same evening of the event. The 
questionnaire had not been pretested. 
Obviously this is not a random sample; 
however, due to the elusive nature of this 
particular age group and the numbers 
participating, the authors believe the results 
of the survey to provide a beginning 
foundation of knowledge. 

Findings 

1. PERSONAL DATA PROFILE 
The sample divided between 43% male 

and 57% female respondents. Forty-eight 
percent of these individuals had never been 
married, 52% were divorced. None was 
widowed. Thirty-one percent were between 
25 and 29, 28% between 30 and 34, 22% 
between 35 and 39,15% between 40 and 44, 
and 5%, 45 years or older. Summarizing, 
59% of the individuals were under 35 years 
of age. 

Of those that were divorced, 68% had 
been married to Jews; 32% were not. 

With regard to level of education, 36% 
were college bachelor-level graduates with 
an additional 39% having attended or 
completed graduate school. Two percent 
had only a high school education and 22% 
had "some" college. 

The income ranges were: under $10,000, 
18%; $ 10,000 to $ 19,999,44%; and $20,000 
or over 38%. 

It was interesting to note that 14% of the 
individuals lived in Kansas City less than 2 
years, 30% from 2 to 10 years, and 56% 10 
years or more. 
II. RELIGIOUS DATA PROFILE 

The results of five questions pertaining 
to religious information were: 1) With 

regard to previous Jewish education, 84% 
had attended Sunday school, 36% an 
afternoon religious school, 46% had a 
bar/bat mitzvah, 36% went to a Jewish 
summer camp, 26% had taken a trip to 
Israel, while only 2.5% did none of the 
above. 

Fifty-five percent were affiliated with 
synagogue or temple, and 45% were not. 

Fifty-four percent indicated they attended 
synagogue at holiday time only, 16% in
dicated that they went for speical services, 
while 22% indicated attendance once a 
month, and 8% never attended. 

Of those who were parents, 31% said 
they would have a bar/bat mitzvah for 
their child while 12% said no. 57% had no 
children. 

With the study attempting to measure 
Jewish/religious identification through 
philanthropy, 65% indicated that they did 
give to a Jewish philanthropy in 1980, 
while 35% indicated that they had not. 
III. DATING PATTERN PROFILE 

The overall dating pattern showed that 
only 44% dated Jewish or mostly Jewish, 
while 56% showed non-Jewish, or expressed 
no, preference in religious affiliation in 
their dating choices. 

On movie and tennis dates responses 
suggested that religious affiliation was 
unimportant (73% and 84% respectively). 
Dinner at the parents' home brought 
dividend responses with 51% who would 
bring a Jewish date while 49% felt that 
religion was not material. 

In choosing a partner to live with, 38% 
would choose a Jew, while 62% indicated 
that religious affiliation did not matter. 

Sixty-five percent would select Jewish 
fiances, and 35% indicated that religious 
affiliation was an unimportant considera
tion. 

Of those dating non-Jews, having de
cided to marry, 51% would want the non-
Jewish spouse to convert and 49% said no. 

In a decision to marry and start a family, 
70% of the individuals preferred a Jewish 
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m a t e whi le 3 0 % s ta ted n o re l igious prefer
ence . 

If a n i n d i v i d u a l h a d c h i l d r e n f r o m a 
p r e v i o u s m a r r i a g e a n d p l a n n e d to m a r r y 
a g a i n , 5 4 % w o u l d r e q u i r e d the i r s p o u s e t o 
be J ewi sh while 4 6 % w o u l d no t . 

Conclusion 
T h e d a t a i n d i c a t e t h a t K a n s a s C i t y 

J e w i s h singles w h o c h o o s e t o a t t e n d a 
f u n c t i o n for J e w s on ly a r e d i s t r i b u t e d 
even ly by sex . T h e y will b e evenly d i s 
t r i b u t e d by m a r i t a l s t a t u s a n d u n d e r 35 
yea r s of age . If t hey were m a r r i e d , m o r e 
t h a n t w o - t h i r d s w o u l d h a v e b e e n m a r r i e d 
t o J e w i s h spouses . T h e y will h a v e a t t e n d e d 
co l lege a n d m o r e t h a n l ikely b e a col lege 
g r a d u a t e wi th a n i n c o m e b e t w e e n $10,000 
t o $19,999. M o r e of ten t h a n n o t t he ind i 
v i d u a l w o u l d b e a K a n s a s Ci ty r e s iden t for 

ten yea r s o r m o r e . 
T h e re l ig ious d a t a prof i le i nd i ca t e s t h a t 

t h e y will h a v e a t t e n d e d s o m e f o r m of 
f o r m a l re l ig ious i n s t r u c t i o n a n d s u p p l e 
m e n t e d it wi th i n f o r m a l J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n a l 
e x p e r i e n c e s . T h e y m a y o r m a y n o t b e 
aff i l iated wi th a s y n a g o g u e o r t e m p l e a n d if 
a m e m b e r , w o u l d b e in a t t e n d a n c e a t 
h o l i d a y t i m e on ly . If t h e y h a d c h i l d r e n , o n e 
o u t of t h r ee p a r e n t s w o u l d h a v e a b a r / b a t 
m i t z v a h for t h a t ch i ld . T h e y w o u l d h a v e 
b e e n a c o n t r i b u t o r t o a J e w i s h p h i l a n 
t h r o p y . G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , n o prefe rence 
was ind ica ted for re l ig ious aff i l iat ion of 
d a t e s . H o w e v e r , if a p e r s o n d e c i d e d t o 
b e c o m e e n g a g e d a n d get m a r r i e d t o s t a r t a 
fami ly , a J e w i s h f iance a n d m a t e was t he 
p r e f e r r e d c h o i c e . F u r t h e r , J e w i s h m a t e s 
were t h e p re fe rence for p r ev ious ly m a r r i e d 
i nd iv idua l s w h o h a d ch i l d r en . 
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