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Thelsradi State and Judaism

Danidl J. Elazar

A most immediate aspect of the problem of Judaeingy the state is the present
burning issue of how the State of Israel faceswitidace Judaism, brought to the
surface in all of its fullness by the peace pro@gsmore pointedly by the assassination
of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. During the longays of exile, Jewish messianic hopes
took for granted the idea of a restored Jewislke stata good thing for Judaism as well as
for the Jewish people. Indeed, for most Jews, éveflirst secular Jews of the West, no
such distinction was even made until after the &neRevolution.

In the years of pre-state Zionism there was a Biaconsensus that a state would be good
for both, although there was already a dissenseswhiat constituted Judaism. The
struggle between religious and secular Zionistsyden socialists and non-socialists,
reflected different understandings of what it meaarte Jewish, but all were grounded in
an understanding that Jews were a nation andgdresliwould be their state. If anything,
the Zionists had to battle with the non- and amtirists who saw Zionism as a threat to
both Judaism and Jews because it was neither apgiedp religious and because
Zionists insisted that the Jews were a nation, smmgwhich they claimed endangered
the acceptance of diaspora Jews by their home gesinBy the time of the establishment
of the state, tenuous a modus vivendi had beemedatat was designed to protect the
new polity and the nation restored to its land.

Two Lessons and Two Promises

When the State of Israel was founded in 1948, & wated in two unspoken, very real
premises and the two promises that flowed from tHgoth were based on an effort to
learn from the fall of the Second Jewish Commontheagarly 2,000 years earlier. Two
principal lessons were drawn from that ancientstedahe.

One was patrticularly identified with David Ben-Gami Israel's first prime minister, who
taught that in order to survive, the small Jewislteshad to maintain its alliance with the
superpower that was dominant in the region. THeofaludea was based upon the Judean
challenge to Rome's supremacy, pinning its hopdl®@ability to get assistance from
Rome's rival to the east, Parthia, that did noteniaize. In the face of the strong
sympathies of the left wing of the Labor movemeithwhe Soviet Union, Ben-Gurion
insisted on developing the strongest possiblenti#sthe United States, the successor to
Great Britain as the dominant superpower in théreg



WWW.jcpa.org

The second lesson was that the Second Commonwesltfallen because of the civil
wars among the Jews and that for the Third Commaliivéo survive there had to be an
absolute prohibition on Jews shedding the bloodtlér Jews. This position was adopted
as Menachem Begin's principal lesson from the pasfs tested when the Irgun Zvai
Leumi under his command attempted to bring in atoreng the first United Nations-
imposed truce between Israel and the invading Atates, aboard the ship Altelena.
Ben-Gurion was determined to force the Altelenauender, in part to honor the truce
but in even larger measure to assure that therévibmuonly one army in the new state,
the official Israel Defense Forces, subject to goreent orders.

Yitzhak Rabin, then a young Palmach commander aed 1o rise to the highest
positions the state could offer, embraced bottho$é lessons and made them his own.
Throughout his public career he strove to deepénstnengthen Israel's relationship with
the United States and from the time he commandettk unit sent by Ben-Gurion to
capture or stop the Altelena until his tragic asseion, he shared the view that Jews
should not and would not take the lives of othevsla Israel.

A Captain Among Captains

Israelis, even those who admired Prime MinisteriRatid not realize the high level of
admiration that he had won among the leaders afdfiens. The outpouring of those
leaders for his funeral was the first public denmi@at®n of the world's leaders'’

admiration for him and his work. It surprised, ewtocked Israelis, but in a way it was
characteristic of Rabin that while he was unablattact that kind of admiration and
appreciation from the Israeli public, to the wasltaders he was a real leader. As the old
joke would have it, among the captains he was tagap

Rabin, indeed, very well may have been the finstdlk leader to be a head of a state like
all other heads of states without that particugaridh sensibility that has marked all our
other prime ministers whose diaspora experienceeaihsr significant or even decisive.
Rabin was a pure Israeli. Born in Israel, he hadiaspora sensibilities. Nor did he seem
to have any built-in sense of Jewishness that drasgensibilities bring. After he became
a political figure he learned about the Jewish disien and generally learned it well, but
it is not integral to him in the way that it wasBen-Gurion, who was much more of a
statist, or to Shimon Peres, who was born anddarsoland and came to Israel as a
teenager. That may have made it easier for hirit to &mong the world's captains.

What we and the rest of the world saw at his fureamd the events surrounding it was the
genuine grief of leading men. Undoubtedly, someragitbe 86 leaders who gathered in
Jerusalem from that many states and nations cathe foneral as a sign of their
endorsement of the Rabin-initiated peace processhair desire to send a message that
it should continue. Still others were there becdussident Clinton made the trip and
they felt that, in that case, they had to be tlasrevell. But the genuine grief could be
seen to be all too real, from Bill Clinton to HerKissinger to King Hussein to James
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Baker, to mention only a few of the seriously gimgyvworld statesmen. Nor were his
one-time adversaries, Shimon Peres and YassertAaafaless grieved. One cannot
forget Henry Kissinger, hardly able to keep froradking down when interviewed on
CNN, or the tears in Hussein's eyes at the funerdresident Clinton's truly masterful
religious eulogy or his "Shalom Haver." It was alns by the end of the funeral that
Rabin had been seen as much less to his own ppidie was to the leaders of the
world.

Two Yitzhaks

In critical ways Yitzhak Rabin was like his namesathe Patriarch Yitzhak (Isaac) of the
Bible. Like the Isaac of the Bible, Yitzhak Rabiweld all his life in Israel. He was the
state's first native-born prime minister and, exdepleaving Israel in an official

capacity, i.e., his years in Washington as Ist@@lbassador, he never left the country. Of
all the patriarchs, only Isaac was born and livetlhis life in Israel. His father Abraham
migrated to the country at God's command and hislacob left the country to go down

to Egypt.

Relative to most politicians, Yitzhak Rabin wasejuand shy rather than outgoing.
According to the Midrash, the Patriarch Isaac'®gcame from the trauma of his near
sacrifice by his father. We have no such explandto Yitzhak Rabin, but the similarity
is there nevertheless. Rabin expected to be a fdyutevas forced into public service by
the exigencies of the time, first as a fighterl&yael's independence in the Palmach from
the age of 19, then in the IDF, and finally in grditical realm. Necessity called him to
that public life and he gave the impression thatvhe never entirely comfortable with it
or at least with his political role, though he fbtigpard for position once he accepted the
call, undoubtedly believing that his own stratejinking made it necessary for him to
be the top leader for the sake of the countryhéndnd, like the biblical Isaac, he too was
sacrificed, only his sacrifice was consummated diféehad lived his three score and ten
years and while he was still the leader of his tgun

Rabin's views of Israel-diaspora relations werécipof an Israeli of his generation. For
him, unquestionably, Israel was central and thie ¢dshe Jewish people in the diaspora,
qua Jews, was to provide Israel with the suppaoreéded as the Israeli leadership
defined the state's needs. In many respects orné even say that he was contemptuous
of the diaspora, viewing Israel as the cutting eofgéewish history and the Israelis as
those who were making that history in our times.

| do not believe that Rabin had any personal religisensibilities, although he came to
understand what he was obligated to demonstratpowetly as one of Israel's leaders. |
doubt whether it was for him anything more than ohthe other irksome aspects of
politics that he had to accept in order to be &ipal leader.
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It is interesting to note how difficult it seemlte for those secular Ashkenazim who
enter public life, to learn how to wear a kippahentit is required. It is almost symbolic
of the difficulty that initially at least the kippasits so uneasily on their heads. (That is
not so for Sephardim because, with rare exceptmren those Sephardim who consider
themselves more secular retain some connectionJsitlish tradition and are in a certain
way even traditional, and know how to wear a kipffabm birth" as it were.) It took a
long time for Rabin's kippah to rest easily onlead.

A Life Come Full Circle

At the end, Yitzhak Rabin's life came full circkes commander of the unit sent to
dispose of the Altelena, Rabin gave the orderreodn that ship, killing several members
of its crew, and only Menachem Begin's forbeargresented civil war, saving the
fledgling state from that terrible result. It ipmic that Rabin's own life was ended by a
Jewish extremist so many years later.

In one other way Yitzhak Rabin was like the bibli¢gzhak. When Isaac's father
Abraham died, the Bible tells us (Genesis 25:9) tiva old patriarch was buried by his
sons Isaac and Ishmael who came together aftes gpéaeing apart to pay this last
respect to their parent. Rabin in his last yeass alas reunited with the descendants of
Ishmael to try to rebuild the family relationshiat had been disrupted by the conflict
over this land. That is his legacy to all of usa#dis, Jews, Palestinians, Arabs, the
region, and the world.

A Generation Losesits | nnocence

Israel lost another piece of its innocence whezhék Rabin was assassinated. The
description of nations and peoples losing theiogance has become a characteristic of
twentieth century commentary on the impact of diterevents. There are two problems
with that conceptualization. One is that it seelhad some nations lose their innocence in
every or at least every other generation, whichneehat it is not the nations but the
generations that are losing that innocence, areuse both new generations and
traumatic events come along with some frequen@yetis something of a pattern to the
loss of innocence.

Second, unlike a maiden's innocence which canlealpst once in one fell swoop,
nations lose their innocence piecemeal. So it ik \grael. Compared to Americans, for
example, Israelis had lost their innocence abautalger world long before Rabin's
assassination. Indeed, one of Yitzhak Rabin's magks was to restore a sufficient
amount of confidence among Israelis the kind tiwaitnally comes from innocence to
bring them to take the risks for peace that he tstded to be necessary and that he had
become convinced were acceptable ones.
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The innocence that Israelis lost on November 45188d to do with their assessment of
the limits of what Jews would or could do to eattieo. In that respect, the assassination
of the prime minister by a young, religious Jewnan who had an exemplary military
record and who was studying both secular law andgsereligious texts, was
horrendous. It struck right at the heart of wheaédis believed that being Jewish
demanded of us all.

Succumbing to a False Conception

Sober Israelis learned once again that Israelatgsesecurity problem (and in this Israel
is not alone among the world's states) is loweong's guard because of a false
conception. It was an article of faith among IsrdeWws that no Jew would kill another
Jew and therefore no preventative measures ofitigeniormally expected from the
guards of heads of government were taken.

There was an eerie similarity in this to Israefgppbing of its guard just prior to the Yom
Kippur War. In the weeks and days prior to the mar government and its security
services had all the facts, but their overridintidbehat Egypt would not dare attack a
strong Israel, especially by making a difficult ahorossing to do so, invalidated those
facts in the eyes of those who were responsiblealNaow the result.

Thelmmediate Aftermath

In the aftermath of the Rabin assassination, oteessed a pulling back on the part of all
sides, but, unlike the case when Emil Grunsweig kilked by a hand grenade at a Peace
Now demonstration or when Torah scrolls and otherexd writings were torn up in a

raid on a yeshiva in Bnai Brak, several other ingardevelopments occurred as well.
First of all, there was a tremendous outpouringhafck and grief from the Israeli public,
made particularly visible by the young, primarilgmreligious Israelis who, building on
the rituals developed in Israel over the yearotomemorate Israel's Memorial Day,
performed spontaneous memorial rituals consistimgaurnful or otherwise expressive
popular music, candle lightings, and assembliess&lwho suggested that this was a
new departure either are unaware of, or have nieglethe ritual developments for those
specifically Israeli memorial occasions that hagewred over the past nearly fifty years.

To say that the youth did not invent new rituals father drew upon those developed for
other Israeli mourning events is not to denigratieee the rituals or the seriousness of the
young people involved. What is significant is tttere has developed in Israel a rather
secularized set of rituals that are informed witlelagious spirit but are not much part of
traditional Judaism, nor are they identified witty&ind of formal, non-traditional
Judaism. This phenomenon holds interesting and ritapbpossibilities for Israel's

future.
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Soul-Sear ching and Witch-Hunting

Another development in the aftermath of the aseaisn was the soul-searching that
began within various sectors of the Israeli poparatOne does not have the feeling that
for most Israelis this soul-searching went verypedndeed, the ones who seemed to be
most engaged in it after the first week or two wikemoderate religious Zionists, those
who had provided the votes for the Meimad part$988 and who generally supported
the peace camp, but who were a distinctly smalbnitinin the country.

In the first week or two, religious people wereaagted at least verbally for being
religious. Those with pronounced right-wing viewsluding rabbis, were brought in for
guestioning. The objective observer had the fedhag the security forces and the police,
having failed in their protective duties, were tryito find a conspiracy as their
scapegoat. Then it was revealed that the leadeyalf the extremist group presumably
involved, turned out to have been somewhere betweenformer and an agent of the
General Security Services, hardly a reassuring footdnem. In the third week, public
expression of this witch-hunt began to quiet dolurt,private thoughts remained and the
witch-hunt was not ended.

There was precedent for the witch hunting aspddisecaftermath. A decade ago Shabtai
Tevet wrote a book about the aftermath of the muoéiélaim Arlosoroff, a Mapai party
official, in the 1930s. He describes there how Bamion had been developing a closer
relationship with Jabotinsky up until the time bétmurder because they were nearly
balanced in political power. Ben-Gurion was in Véavsvhen he announced on the day
after the assassination that it was done by a ReNss (it later turned out to have been
an Arab). He started to exploit a target of oppatiuto discredit his main opposition
party and to assure that a Mapai-led coalitiorhenltabor camp would remain solidly
ensconced in government, and of course he was sjustessful. In a sense there is a
certain similarity between these two stories, thihfdn Peres was not part of the second.
Likud-baiting, then, was left to the still leadesteRabin camp. Leah Rabin was the most
visible in this effort, but she is being supporbsdthe late prime minister's chief advisers.

Peres Picks Up the Pieces

Perhaps the most positive element to emerge frbai dlis was one that, on reflection,
should not have proved to be particularly surpgsibwas the way in which Israel's
governmental system continued to function smoothlyrue democratic style, Israelis in
responsible positions simply picked up the pieces@ntinued. As Deputy Prime
Minister, Shimon Peres became Acting Prime Minigtenediately. Binyamin
Netanyahu, leader of the leading opposition pahy,Likud, announced with equal
rapidity that Likud would support Peres's bid tonfially become prime minister on the
grounds that no other party should profit from éissassination.
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Both sides sought to find a way to help the whammunity of Israel bring itself back
together. In this, Shimon Peres was definitely sitpe figure. He also moved to reach
out to the settlers in the territories. About signths before his assassination, when
Rabin would lash out against the settlers, it bexaoticeable that Peres showed signs of
discomfort, of disapproval, of feeling that it wast appropriate. The irony here is that
Rabin probably really understood how the settleltslfut he just could not deal with it
himself on a personal level and so he reacted d&dh®eres may understand how they
feel, yet he will not have any problems makingdieeisions he wants to make in terms
of the direction of the peace process. But he wgtdeds the necessity of making an effort
to treat people as people, and so may succeedripatang those tensions a little bit,
though there are many other factors that can can® upset that effort and that

direction.

At the same time, Peres accelerated the procdbe ¢tDF's evacuation of the Arab cities
and towns scheduled to be turned over to the RabastAuthority by the end of
December. Indeed, one of the controversies domigaiie news broadcasts was between
the Public Works Department and the Ministry of Brevironment over the damage

being done to Israel's environment as a resulasfyhconstruction of the bypass roads
designed to connect the Jewish settlements toehe bf Israel without requiring the
settlers to pass through Arab-occupied areas.

When this year's poverty statistics were annountedl.ikud used them as the basis for
a motion of no confidence against the new governninedictably, it was defeated and
by the time Israel reached the thirtieth day aRabin's death, on the surface it looked as
if all was back to normal. Indeed, as the thirty-d@ourning period came to an end and
the redeployment of the IDF from the West Banlesitbegan, the Israeli public on both
sides of the issue displayed what could only beedalpathy or even lassitude. There was
no significant opposition, even symbolic, to tha&vation of the West Bank cities
despite the ideological load that evacuation cdrrid most, a few questions were raised
about Jewish access to particular sites or whaslof communication would exist
between the settlements in the territories andrtam body of Israel over Palestinian-
dominated roads.

In a symbolic move, Bethlehem was passed to theskaian Authority several days
before Christmas so that, for the first time sih®é6, the IDF would not be responsible
for maintaining order and safety over that Christiliday. Arafat flew to Bethlehem on
Christmas eve to proclaim Jesus to have been atiP&a, but also talked about the
three faiths living together in peace. A Jewish destration scheduled for Christmas eve
at Rachel's Tomb on the outskirts of Bethlehem diely a thousand participants. A

long article appeared in the weekly opinion sectbHa'aretzdiscussing how Peres was
returning to his old interest in a functional s@uatas a major part of the final settlement
which would give Israel a significant place in teeritories after peace was achieved, but
that is a matter of speculation, no more.
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Possible Long-Term Changes

In fact, there are likely to be some important lenterm changes in Israeli politics,
although we will not really know until at least@&fthe next elections, planned for May
29, 1996. The Likud, in retreat on all fronts i tftermath of the assassination, revived
dramatically with the renewal of Hamas terrorismarfmonths later.

The Likud was not in a good position before Rakas'sassination. Netanyahu had not
caught on as a viable alternative to the prime st@nj although his party looked as if it
would gain a majority in the Knesset under the pesvisions for direct election of the
prime minister. It was thought that one of thetftrengs that Shimon Peres might do
would be to seek repeal of that new constitutigmalision or at least its delay, but at the
beginning of December he announced that he wouldmso, suggesting to those in the
know that Labor's secret public opinion polls shdweem likely to win both the prime
ministership and the Knesset in the fall electidrieen came the massive and deadly
suicide bombings.

Meanwhile the Palestinian leadership, whatever tiegil views, were, in general,
minding their Ps and Qs. The Palestinian Autharitgactions to incidents prior to the
Hamas attacks were not the least satisfying anglleates' obvious rage after the
bombings got them moving against Hamas. We camgbiglexpect the Palestinians to
be two-thirds to three-fourths good. The Palestiiathority seems to understand that
they need to exploit the current situation and thay have to make efforts to prevent
terrorism. This may be due to a change of heamay simply be a tactical move, but the
end result is approximately the same.

On the other hand, even the most established atythas a limit to what it can do with
its crazies. The Republic of Ireland does not viemible with the British; they may not
like the British but they do not want trouble witftem, so they were not interested in
supporting the IRA provisionals in their terror gaargn in Ulster. But even they could
press their population only so much to throttle[fR& and have never succeeded in
doing so.

One has the clear sense that, at least until tethgir populated areas back, Arafat and
his supporters will try to keep within the agreem#fill this lead to continuing peace?
We still must wait and see.

A Changing Israd: What It Suggestsfor the Future

It has been nearly twenty years since Israel aadéwish people entered into a new
generation of political change, economic prospeatd a peace process. In that time
Israel has changed from an embattled state, whiosgsZvision was basically
unguestioned and whose people, or at least theaewsg them, were tied together by a
solidarity long-since lost in the West, to a statevhich half the population or more is
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ready to take great risks for peace while the dtiadfrremains strongly fearful of the
consequences; where individualism has become ragmguahwhere all of the country's
main institutions have been undergoing transforomagis a result of changing conditions.
Israel has ceased to be isolated in the world.nBveworld popular culture has
penetrated into almost every corner of Israelietycireplacing the old Zionist-Jewish
culture upon which the state's life had been bemedl Israeli institutions are becoming
more like others in the West.

There is every reason to believe that these chamijeontinue over the next generation.
However, what is even more important is that nbhetept these changes as good.
Hence, the cleavages in Israeli society which attone concerned matters considered
either temporary and passing such as the cleawetgeeén Ashkenazim and Sephardim,
or tolerable within the context of Jewish cultisach as between secular and religious,
are now becoming the kind of cleavages that cadd ko deep and lasting conflict.

Looking at the many trends with regard to Isragtanging environment, we find that
they group themselves into four categories: 1) mtization of Israel and its people; 2)
globalization of its society and economy; 3) postisraization of its expectations,
aspirations, and norms; and 4) the peace procesi$sagividends. In addition, there are
the constraints on the foregoing that exist andikegy to remain.

Nor malization:

In 1968 | wrote a paper called "Israel: From Idgatal to Territorial Democracy," in
which | advanced the thesis that Israel, like exher new society, now that it was
finishing its initial pioneering period and movit@vard a second generation of
statehood, would soon begin to move from beinglanlogical state to being one whose
people were tied to it not by the ideology that haativated their fathers and mothers to
come and settle but by their ties to place, thenttglas a whole, their localities, the
scenery, the region, the local culture and habiiss has now substantially come about as
it has in every new society in modern times begigmwith the Puritans in New England.
We can expect more movement in this direction aac¢annot expect the old ideologies
to capture the majority of Israelis as they oncghthhave.

This means that Israelis' expectations will be testto the ideologies that brought their
forefathers to the Land of Israel and more to whatmal" people want in "normal”
places; that is to say, personal success, healthappiness for themselves and their
families, a chance to succeed in what they chamse with their lives. They will be less
interested in communal goals and more in individrads, at least private and personal
ones for themselves and their families. Their goallsbe less ideologically Zionist or
even Jewish and will become more conventional; ithtt say, "like all the nations."

Zionism itself was founded on two strands: one Wisicught Jewish renewal through a
return to the land, and the other which soughnttrenalization of the Jews as a nation,
which they believed could only happen if the Jevesealocated in their own state. The
two strands could live together as long as Zioresi Israel were in their pioneering
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stages and, in addition, were under siege. Buttheivthe siege appears to be ending, the
tensions between the two have come out in the deemith most people in most places,
most Israeli Jews seek normalization and only aonityncontinue with their Zionist,
Jewish, communal, and ideological goals.

The consequences of this are to go after thosasptes” and opportunities that everyone
else does in the world or at least as everyoneigthonsidered "modern,” "progressive,”
and "Western" seems to do. Moreover, the old idgoéb instrumentalities are in decline.
This is true of the kibbutz and this is true of disdh. Any program that seeks to improve
Israel and life within it must make choices betwlew much it wants to foster this
normalization and how much it will try to fosteder or newer versions of older Zionist
and Jewish norms and goals.

Some organizations for improvement simply seekrfradimprovements." The Society
for the Protection of Nature, for example, seeking much that is not on the agenda of
nature protection in societies anywhere. The oiffgrénce between it and a nature
society in Australia, for example, will be thatlgrael there is more concern with
preserving archeological remains as well as naamaironments. Others such as Gush
Emunim exist primarily to advance the older ideatagjand communal goals. Still
others, like the proliferation of new style Jewislrning centers in Jerusalem, may try to
find some new synthesis.

Globalization:

This situation is further complicated by globalieatthat is bringing Israel to be fully

part of the world scene in every or virtually eveegpect. Jews have always been heavily
involved in the world scene. Indeed, unlike Icekarsdor Laplanders or Amish, Jews
always have insisted on preserving their Jewishwade being on the center of the

world stage.

The Land of Israel itself is a kind of metaphotlu Jewish character in this respect.
Most of it is drained by the Jordan River whichaibinto the Dead Sea, a body of water
that has no outlet, thus leaving the land self-@ioied, but the land is located right at the
crossroads of Europe, Asia, and Africa with all itercontinental connections of the
Old World passing through it so that it could ne¢ebe isolated. That is the classic
Jewish situation: self-contained but right in tleater of things.

Now, however, that is changing as a result of wohdnges impinging upon Israel and
Israelis’ desires to be part of those world changésmat was once involvement with the
world while preserving separation is for many ber@mmerger with the world culture.
We can find some precedents for this in Jewistohisbut world culture has never been
so universal and powerful as now because of theteefanologies and the annihilation of
space that is part of the contemporary scene.

Today, it is much harder than it once was to prasarseparate pocket without great
sacrifice. The arrival of cable TV and the latemtihenunications methods have made this

10
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merger with world culture an almost inevitable @eg unless people choose to resist it.
In addition, Israel has looked forward to its mengéh the world economy in order to
prosper and become part of things, which Israedisevprevented from doing because of
the siege and the reluctance of the rest of thédworfully accept Israel as a partner
since that meant risking their ties with Arab parsmwho had needed oil reserves and
other advantages.

Even Israeli Jews who want to resist merger withwiorld culture generation are
generally pleased with Israel's merger into theldveconomy, although the
consequences of this will be as great. For exaraftier, 1948 Israel had to become
almost self-sufficient in the manufacture or praitut of most goods and its economy
boomed on that basis, but prices were high becaiaskets were small. Now that Israel

is open to the world market, those local industaiesbeing undercut by cheaper goods of
equal or better quality from elsewhere. Israel nfimst its market niche instead of trying
for self-sufficiency. This is driving old firms owff business or into merger with
multinational firms, subject to all the local vagarthat that produces as multinationals
move their chess pieces across the world board.

It also means that as Israel succeeds in this ikenore need for low-level workers in
the kind of positions that Israeli Jews once fijledgreat part out of ideological belief,
that this was required for "the normalization of thewish people,” but which their
children will no longer fill, thereby requiring "feign guest workers." For the last
generation, Palestinians have fulfilled that rblet increasingly, Israel has begun to
import foreign workers to do so, partly becauseatfurity fears stemming from the
employment of Palestinians, and partly becauskearshort run it seems to be cheaper or
better in some way. Thus 100,000 Romanians, TRdiginos, and Nigerians either have
been brought in or have snuck into Israel to firmknand do so, generating a whole new
set of problems that Israeli society has not eveguh to contemplate.

Globalization also means accepting cosmopolitabajlpolitical expectations with
regard to peace, the definition of happiness, #imidion of human rights and
democracy, and the place of religion in the politige penchant for liberalism among
modern Jews, which was not absent from the Zionstement, easily lends itself to
accepting these political expectations. In pradiiese have mixed consequences since,
implemented in a certain way, they strike at thedlof communal and ideological
concerns of both Zionism and Judaism and haveiboit#d to the intensification of the
cultural struggle within Israel, the tension betweeligious and nonreligious, and the
tension between tradition and what has come tmhsidered "normal" or

"conventional” in the postmodern world.

Postmoder nization:

For Israelis as for others, principally this hagiived, first and foremost, accepting the
canons of postmodern life and belief; that is % sadical individualism as opposed to
the acceptance of communal norms and responsBilitihe relativism of values rather

than the existence of eternal truths, the almosiuekve emphasis on rights without

11
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regard to obligations, the advancement of the tigiife to the foremost position over
and above any other considerations which givesyandividual life an entitlement to
certain "goods" or "benefits” from society as a eho

Postmodernization also means the weakening oft#te structures of the modern epoch,
the diminution of political sovereignty for all $¢8, and the growth of interdependence
that is being constitutionalized, as well as plgarery real limitations on what individual
states can do. The state is becoming more a vebicpgoviding services to those who
live within it than a vehicle for achieving the s collective goals of its citizenry.

This also means the weakening of high culture.rRodérns evaluate as all culture as
equal because taste is considered relative andatatimation means that people and
behavior of what once was considered low tasteadssm denigrated in any way on
behalf of what once was considered of higher tddtzeover, this is accompanied by the
elimination of all taboos. Any subject can not ohg/discussed, but virtually any action
other than the direct destruction of life is todoeepted as a matter of personal
preference and choice.

All of this leads to a weakening of boundariesérg kind: territorial boundaries
between states or other political entities; culturational, or racial boundaries between
groups; the boundaries between what is good orgeEadyitted or forbidden. In some
cases this weakening of boundaries has broughtdhle to a better condition. In others,
it has become life-threatening.

Israel is just now moving into these aspects ofrpodernization, but is doing so rapidly
and those who have opted for these canons of pdsimdfe and belief seem to feel
very threatened and angry at those who stand far atr older ways of life that require
the acceptance of obligation, the belief in norhat have intrinsic value rather than
values that are relative, and the maintenance whdwaries in life. The practical ways in
which this is beginning to play itself out is natlpthe difference between the pub
culture of Tel Aviv and the ideologically-driventdements in the territories, but also in
the fact that many Jews in the diaspora no longentain even the boundaries of
marriage between themselves and non-Jews, andhtheidewish partners are accepted
as immigrants to Israel under the Law of Returarghy bringing in a new non-Jewish
population that does not have its own strict sdpddentity as does the Arab population
but are themselves parts of or aspire to be fudly [sraeli and of the universal world
culture, which makes it easier for them to livehntiteir Jewish partners who are also
expected to share, and probably do, those aspigat@r, on another plane, it makes it
impossible for the state to distinguish betweenethiglements of Jewish citizens and
others based upon obligations and performancemare benefits if one does military
service than if one does not.

The Peace Process.

All of the foregoing have affected Israel and I8§sm any case, but they are all being
exacerbated or hastened by the peace process dsanade it possible for Israeli Jews,
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who have hitherto viewed themselves as under siegelax and partake of these
changes. Peace will bring greater Israeli involvenwath their neighbors and their
neighbors greater involvement with Israelis, bdtiwbich will lend support to the
process of normalization and make it more diffitaltmaintain old ideologies and
commitments in old separations. Peace will alsokeredhe desire to maintain those
separations and indeed heighten the desire to keepanh of the neighborhood, as it
were.

This will have a whole host of practical conseq@s)canging from an increase in crime
as borders become more permeable and there i€goeaitact between Israeli criminal
elements and those in neighboring countries, tatgrentermarriage of Jews and non-
Jews, to the introduction of forms of behavior asincompletely absent from Israel in the
past, whether with regard to drunkenness, violdante; or in the observance of
Christmas, which has been noted as growing among ifelsrael in recent years. The
spread of these "vices" in Israel reminds one eflhited States of seventy years ago
when the mass media promoted drinking, smokingleoskr sexual behavior as
"sophisticated.” In Israel, imitation of the norw@ein almost every respect is considered
by certain groups as more sophisticated.

These trends are both restrained and exacerbateertayn constants or what seem to be
constants in Jewish life within the Israeli sitoati The strong tendency to universalism

in Jewish culture is an exacerbating force, jughasqually strong tendency to
parochialism among some Jews may be a retardaatclakh of the two or, more
accurately, the clash of the distortions of the tsva major producer of tension and
conflict in Israeli society. The Jewish culturahggant for doing things in extremes
through the mobilization and expenditure of grewrgy also leads to an exacerbation of
all these tendencies and the opposition to thera.t@hseness that has been noted among
Jews, at times described as neurosis, adds faeistgituation.

The same kind of limitations of the Land of Isratd location, its lack of natural
resources, its limited size and limited opport@stiare also constant. They affect the
way Jews will respond to the changes around thdrertelseems to be no question that in
the long run only ideological commitment Jewishgrist, or the equivalent has kept
and keeps many Jews in Israel despite greaterith@ivopportunities elsewhere. The
weakening of those commitments is likely to eagepitocess of emigration or rather
yerida. Yet in the postmodern epoch this is noessarily a once and for all act, but may
involve moving back and forth under differing cinestances at different stages in one's
life.

On the other hand, the culture of Israel's neighbas proved to be unappealing to many
Israeli Jews. It serves as a barrier to the pucduibrmalization as integration into the
immediate region, though it may bring those sames e look for normalization as
integration into the cultures of others further gwag., Europe or the U.S.A.
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Israelis and world Jewry are facing an entirely rs#wation that we have not even begun
to explore or reckon with, but which we must. Wendt have the luxury to choose
whether we want to or not because the situatiopa us and will grow in its impact.

One thing in the Jews' favor in reckoning with thitsiation is that when Jews sit down
and think about a problem "talk it up,” so to dpeee tend to find the directions that we
should take and even some of the actions. We decegaire a hierarchy to give us
instruction, but can, using our own heritage arsueces, find the way to move forward.

For those of us who seek to remain distinctivelyigk even as we participate in the
world in the active Jewish manner that we have knowhe past, the road is doubly
difficult. But, knowing the resources that we Jaas bring to bear on the problem, we
can be at least qualifiedly optimistic that witle thight combination of good sense and
Divine assistance, we will be able to do so.
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