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The legislature of North Carolina is unique in that its entire House and Senate are re-elected 
every two years. The House has 120 members who represent 98 districts. Some districts have 
two or three representatives and many have only one. The Senate has 50 members who represent 
42 districts. Each district has either one or two senators.  

 

THE CANDIDATES 

 

 

 

In the interest of accuracy, the averages above were calculated by dividing the total dollars raised 
by the number of candidates who reported contributions. Candidates who raised less than $3,000 
are not required to report their money. So, for example, 104 Republican candidates ran for the 
House, but only 103 filed reports. In all, 30 candidates in 1998 raised less than $3,000 and were 
not required to file reports. 

 

WINNERS & LOSERS 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

THE HOUSE 

After the 1996 elections, Republicans controlled the North Carolina House 62 seats to 58. In the 
1998, elections the Democrats gained eight seats, giving them a 66-to-54 majority. 

Four of the 120 House races were open and no incumbents ran in districts 8, 43, 68 or 76. Thirty-
seven seats were uncontested, and in all of those cases the incumbent was re-elected. 



The table below details the top five fund-raising candidates in the House. 
 

 

  

Republican candidates for the House, as a group, raised $5,116,778 and won 54 seats. Democrat 
candidates for the House together raised $4,116,119 and won 66 seats. 

 

THE SENATE 

Democrats gained five additional seats in the Senate after the 1998 elections. Democrats held a 
majority during the 1999-2000 Legislature, 35 seats to 15. 

Three of the 50 Senate races were open; no incumbents ran in districts 15, 29 and 40. The Senate 
had 12 uncontested races, and in all cases, the incumbents were re-elected. 

The table below details the top five fund-raising candidates in the Senate. 
 

 

 

Republican candidates for the Senate, as a group, raised $1,873,516 and won 15 seats. 
Democratic candidates for the Senate together raised $5,946,041 and won 35 seats. 

 

SOURCES OF CONTRIBUTIONS 

The following table shows which economic sectors gave the most money and a percentage 
breakdown of how much each party received. Contributions in the database that could not be 
identified are not included in this table. The unidentified contributions totaled $1,111,010 and 
consist of contributors whose economic interest could not be found. 



 

 

The graph below shows how money each specific industry from within the finance, insurance 
and real estate sector contributed. 

 

 

  

The graph below shows how money each specific industry from within the general business 
sector contributed. 



 

 

The graph below shows how money each specific industry from within the health care sector 
contributed. 

 

 

Distribution of Contributors to North Carolina Candidates by ZIP Code. 

Out-of-state contributions to candidates in North Carolina totaled $563,124. Contributors from 
Texas gave the most, a total of $105,360. The following map of the United States shows in red 
which ZIP codes were the largest sources of contributions for North Carolina’s legislative 
candidates.  

 



 

 

  

Distribution of Population in North Carolina by ZIP Code.  

1990 census 6,627,055 

 

 

Origin of Contributions Within North Carolina by ZIP Code. 

The Institute mapped $11,146,713 in contributions that disclosed the contributors’ ZIP code. Six 
of the top 10 contributing ZIP codes were from the Raleigh area. The largest contributing ZIP 
code was 27605, Raleigh, with $2,438,153. In the Charlotte area, the largest contributing ZIP 
was 28202, with $144,977.  



 

 

TOP CONTRIBUTIONS 

 
 

The top 10 contributors gave 8 percent of the 1998 total. Contributions from candidates to 
themselves and other party money, were left out of this list. 

 

INCUMBENCY & CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS 

• Out of 170 winners in the Senate and House, only five members of the House, or 3 
percent, won without the advantage of incumbency or of raising the most money in their 
race. 

• 156 of 170 winners or 92 percent were the candidates who raised the most money.  
• 149 of 170 winners or 88 percent were incumbents. 
• 165 of 170 winners or 97 percent had the advantages of incumbency, the most money, or 

both.  

 


