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Total 1998 dollars: $120,796,396  

Statewide Total: $87,927,942  

Legislative Total: $32,868,454 

The 1998 Texas elections covered all 150 House seats, 16 of 31 seats in the Senate, and 11 
statewide offices. The following table shows the totals raised for the House and Senate races 
combined and the total raised for each statewide seat.  

 

In all, 35 of 166 Legislative races were open; 1 Senate, 34 House, and 8 of the 11 statewide 
(Attorney General, Agriculture Commissioner, State Auditor, Lieutenant Governor, Public Lands 
Commissioner, Railroad Commissioner, Supreme Court Place 1, and Supreme Court Place 3).  

 

 

Texas has no limits on campaign contributions made by businesses, individuals or PACs.  

The Texas Legislature operates on a biennial system, meeting every other year in the odd-
numbered years. It meets for a maximum of 140 days. The governor has the authority to convene 
a special session of the legislature during each biennium if the need arises.  



 

THE SENATE 

For 125 years, the Democrats had a majority in the Texas Senate. In 1996, the Republicans 
gained the majority and held 17 Senate seats compared to 14 seats for the Democrats. In the 1998 
elections, the Democrats won back one seat. During the 76th Legislature of 1999, Democrats had 
15 Senate seats and Republicans had 16.  

 

Of the 16 Senate races held in 1998, incumbents won 14. The one open race in the Senate was 
for District 11, which was won by Republican Mike Jackson. The only race in which the 
incumbent lost was in Senate District 4. In that race, the winner, Democrat David Bernsen, raised 
$1,432,939; Republican incumbent Michael Galloway raised $362,878 and Republican Bill 
Leigh, who lost in the primary, raised $175,220. In terms of fundraising, this was by far the most 
hotly contested race. Compare the $1.4 million raised by Bernsen to the averages raised by all 
the candidates below.  

The 2000 Senate elections could prove to be even more heated and expensive than the 1998 races 
because two important tasks will fall on the shoulders of the Senate. The 2001 Senate will play a 
key role in redrawing legislative borders. This redistricting can have an outcome on the party 
breakdown of future legislatures as well as the Texas congressional delegation. Also, if George 
Bush is elected president and Lieutenant Governor Rick Perry takes over as governor, the Senate 
will fill the empty post of lieutenant governor with one of its members, chosen by simple 
majority vote.  

THE HOUSE 

Democrats also had a majority in the Texas House of Representatives for more than 125 years. 
The 1996 and 1998 elections did not disrupt this pattern. In 1996 Democrats had an 82 to 68 lead 
over the Republicans. In 1998, the Democrats lost some ground, giving up four seats to the 
Republicans, but maintained their majority by holding 78 seats to the Republicans 72. While a 
few third-party candidates ran, none won any legislative or statewide races. For the House, as in 
the Senate, the 2000 races are key because of redistricting that will be decided in 2001.  

 
STATEWIDE ELECTIONS 

In 1994, George W. Bush was elected governor of Texas. In 1996, all statewide races were won 
by Republican candidates. In 1998, Gov. Bush was re-elected and Democrats again won no 



statewide offices. This was a dramatic victory for Republicans, considering that Texas 
historically has been governed by Democrats, both in the legislature as well as statewide offices.  

The following tables show total contributions raised in 1998 by gubernatorial candidates and 
average totals raised by all other statewide office candidates.  
   
   

GUBERNATORIAL 
TOTALS 

Incumbent Challenger  Winner General 
Loser 

George Bush - R $25,035,884   $25,035,884  

Garry Mauro - D  $3,493,145   $3,493,145 

 

Note that George W. Bush out-raised his Democratic rival, Garry Mauro, by more than 7-to-1. 
Incidentally, the money Bush raised in his gubernatorial races is separate from money raised in 
his presidential race. Texas law bars donations made in state campaigns from being used in 
national races. The fundraising contacts made in the 94 and 98 elections are what enabled him to 
break all records with his astronomic fundraising in his 2000 presidential bid. This vast network 
of donors, most based in Texas, became Bushs "Pioneers".  
   
   

 

 



 

 

Notice the disparity in money raised by the Republican winners of the general election in the 
statewide races compared to the Democratic losers of that election.  

 

By adding the money raised by candidates that ran in the statewide general election we come up 
with the percentages show below.  



 
   
   

WHO GAVE TO THE LEGISLATURE 

The following table shows which economic sectors gave the most money to legislative 
candidates in 1998 and the breakdown of how much each party received of that money. 
Contributions in the database that could not be identified are not included in this table.  

 

The sectors from the previous table are further divided into specific industries in the National 
Institute on Money & State Politics coding system. The next tables shows how much was given 
by the top 10 contributing industries and top contributors.  

 



 

INCUMBENTS & TOP DOLLAR 

Fewer than 3% of Texas candidates, 5 of 177, won without advantage of incumbency or of 
raising the most money.  

167 of 177 winning candidates, 94%, had the advantage of raising the most money.  

122 of 177 winning candidates, 69%, had the advantage of being the incumbent.  

97% of Texas winning candidates, 172 of 177, had the advantage of being an incumbent, of 
raising the most money or both.  

 


