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The Money 

Total 1998 dollars: $51,777,641 
Statewide Total: $33,704,930  

Legislative Total: $18,072,711  

Cost per vote $15.21 

Money Raised by Winners: $31,694,095 

Money Raised by General 
Election Losers: 

$17,894,405 

Money Raised by Primary 
Election Losers: 

$2,189,140 

  

Total Dollars by Office 

 

Eight statewide races attracted a total of $33.7 million, or $1.6 million per candidate. As is 
typical, most of the statewide money went to the gubernatorial races, which raised more than all 
other statewide races combined. 

Overall, the 252 House races raised more money than the 50 Senate races, but the average raised 
per Senate race was twice as high as the House average (see table above). The 302 legislative 
races combined still collected less money than did the gubernatorial candidates. 



Party Dollars 

 

Republicans candidates raised more than did Democrats in both the statewide and legislative 
races. While the total raised in the statewide races is comparable between the two, the average 
raised by a Republican candidate is significantly higher than the average raised by a Democrat 
candidate (see table above). In the Legislative races, Republicans raised twice as much overall as 
well as on average. 

 

The Races 

All eight statewide races were contested. Four of the races had incumbents seeking re-election, 
while four were open. Of the 117 legislative races, all but 10 were contested, and 95 had 
incumbents seeking re-election. All totaled, 92 percent of the races were contested, and 80 
percent of the races had incumbents seeking re-election. 

 

The Candidates 

Slightly more Democratic candidates sought office in 1998 than Republicans, and very few 3rd 
party candidates contended. Seventy candidates sought office in open elections; 139 challengers 
tried to unseat incumbents. 

 

Total Money Raised 



In statewide elections, candidates in open races raised considerably more than those where 
incumbents sought re-election. This was not the case in legislative races, however, where the 
races with incumbents attracted considerably more money. 

 

As expected, winners in statewide and legislative races garnered much more money than those 
who lost in the general and primary combined. Nowhere is the contrast greater than between the 
average legislative winner, who raised more than $100,000 and the general election loser, who 
raised about a third of that, $34,452. General-election losers in statewide races on average raised 
a little more than half of the winners average. 

 

The Winners 

Republicans took all but one of the eight statewide seats, and they maintained their control of 
both the House and Senate chambers, with a 59-to-40 majority in the House and a 21-to-12 
majority in the Senate. 

 

No challengers unseated incumbents in statewide races, and they had a 6 percent success rate in 
the legislative races. 

Contribution Limits 

For the 1998 elections, individuals and PACs were limited to giving $2,500 per election to 
statewide and legislative candidates. However, the cap could have been lifted for all candidates 
in any race where one or more candidates gave a large amount of his/her own personal money to 
the campaign. 

WHO GIVES 

Excluding contributions from political parties, candidates or interest on accounts, 129,519 
contributors gave a combined total of $38.3 million. These contributors represent 1.5 percent of 
the voting-age population. 



Individual giving far exceeded that of business and Party PACs combined. Individuals gave a 
total of $28.6 million, while party and business PACs gave $13.9 million and $11.4 million, 
respectively. 

 

Sources of Funds by Major Sectors 

The following table shows the breakdown of contributions by sector. Not included in this graph 
is money given by contributors whose economic interest could not be identified. These 
contributions account for 11 percent of the money received by statewide and legislative 
candidates in 1998. 



 

Party Money: 

Money from political parties was the largest source of funds to candidates, accounting for 29 
percent of all the contributions in the 1998 elections. Republican candidates received $8.9 
million or 63 percent of the money, while Democratic candidates received $4.4 million. Third-
party money was negligible, $4,300. 

Money that passed from one candidate committee to another totaled $847,470. Republican 
candidates exchanged $535,086, while Democrats swapped $310,469. Gov. Taft received 15 
percent of the pass-through funds, totaling $132,534. 

The majority of Democratic Party money, 75 percent, went to candidates who lost in the general 
election. This is in stark contrast to the Republican Party money, 75 percent of which went to 
winners. 

Unlike Democratic Party committees, Republican Party committees gave more money to 
incumbents seeking re-election, and both parties poured significant money into candidates in 
open races. 

The largest contributor of party money was the Ohio Republican Party, which gave $3.8 million 
to 47 candidates $2.8 went to seven statewide candidates and $1 million to 40 legislative 
candidates. Next in party contributions was the Ohio Democrat Party, which doled out a total of 
$3.1 million -- $2.3 million of which went to six statewide while the remaining went to 58 



legislative candidates. Third was the Ohio House Republican Campaign Committee, which gave 
$1.9 million to 31 House candidates. 

Lawyer and Lobbyist Dollars: 

Contributions from lawyers and lobbyists were the second largest source of funds for candidates. 
Republican and Democratic candidates fared equally well with this group, with Republicans 
receiving $3.6 million and Democrats receiving $3.3 million. Statewide candidates were clearly 
favored by this group as 82 percent of the money went to them. The two gubernatorial candidates 
were the top two recipients. 

This group spent its money wisely. Winners received $4 million, 57 percent of the contributions. 
Those who lost in the general election received $2.4 million, and primary losers received $1/2 a 
million. 

Lawyers and lobbyists spent the majority of their money, $3.9 million, on candidates in open 
races. Incumbents seeking re-election received $2.4 million, compared to challengers who 
received a fraction of that -- $1/2 million. 

Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate Dollars 

Entities within this sector gave a total of $6.8 million. Republicans received $4.2 million, while 
Democrats received $2.5 million. This group also spent its money well, with $4.5 million going 
to winners. General election losers received $2.1 million, and primary election losers received 
$200,000. Again, candidates in open races received the majority of the contributions from this 
sector -- $4.5 million. Incumbents seeking re-election received just under $2 million, while 
challengers only received $358,000. 

Leaders of the PACs 

The Ohio Education Association PAC once again led the PACs in 1998. OEA was also the lead 
contributing PAC during the 1996 elections. In fact, eight of the top 10 PACs in 1998 were 
among the top 10 in 1996 as well. The Ohio CPA PAC and Ohio AFL-CIO were the two 
exceptions. As seen in the table below, four of the top 10 PACs were labor PACs. Money from 
these top 10 accounted for 4 percent of all the contributions during the 1998 election cycle. 



 

Top Individual Donor Profiles 

What do the owners of the Cleveland Indians and Browns, the richest Ohioans, high-powered 
lobbyists, and a high-powered speedboat racer all have in common? They are among the top t10 
individual contributors for the 1998 elections. 

 

Michael Boich, a coal marketer with the Boich coal mining company, and his wife, Doris, 
together generously doled out a total of $125,811. Most of that money ($108,311) went to 
Democratic gubernatorial candidate Lee Fisher in his primary race against Douglas. (As 
mentioned previously, while the cap for statewide races is $2,500 per election, it was lifted 
because Douglas opted to use large amounts of personal funds. However, when Douglas 
withdrew before the primary, Fisher was required to return a portion of the money to the high 
donors, using a formula derived from the state's campaign finance reform laws).  

Leslie Wexner, owner of The Limited, a billion-dollar retail empire, and the second-richest 
Ohioan, according to the 1997 Forbes listing, was also the second-largest contributor. Wexner 
and his wife, Abigail, doled out $122,000 to 27 candidates, in increments of $500 to $30,000. All 
but six of the recipients were Republicans.  



David Brennan, an attorney, industrial entrepreneur, downtown developer and a well-known 
advocate of charter schools, gave $106,050 to 28 candidates, all but two of whom were 
Republicans.  

Jacobs, a real estate giant and owner of the Cleveland Browns, gave six candidates a total of 
$69,950. A majority of that money, $52,500, went to Lee Fisher.  

The richest Ohioan and owner of the Cleveland Browns, Alfred Lerner, contributed $62,500 to 
six campaigns -- $50,000 of which went to one candidate - Lee Fisher.  

Milton Wolf, an investor and board member of American Greetings, also only gave to six 
candidates and again, Lee Fisher received the bulk of his money. Of the $61,000 given by Wolf, 
$50,000 went to Fisher.  

Dominic Visconsi, high-powered speedboat racer, also gave to six candidates, and once again, 
Lee Fisher was the biggest recipient, having received $32,500 of $44,580  

Paul Tipps, former chairman of the Ohio Democratic Party, and his wife, Penny, are regarded as 
two of the state's top lobbyists, according to the Columbus Dispatch. Together they gave $38,000 
to 42 Democratic candidates and $18,000 to 40 Republican candidates. Fisher was again the 
favored recipient, with $15,550. Their other contributions ranged from $100 to $3,000.  

Dennis Wojtanowski, another high-powered independent lobbyist, distributed just under $46,000 
to 77 candidates. He gave $21,495 to 31 Democratic candidates and $24,425 to 46 Republican 
candidates.  

Min Lee, who listed his occupation as a homemaker and student, was the last of the top 10 
donors. Lee contributed to three statewide candidates - John Donofrio, Treasurer candidate, and J 
Kenneth Blackwell, Secretary of State, each received $2,500, but Lee Fisher received the bulk of 
Lee's money - $40,000 during his primary race.  

Interestingly enough, these top contributors were major donors to Democratic gubernatorial 
candidate Lee Fisher in the primary, clearly favoring Fisher over Taft, at least financially. 
However, for several of these big donors, their loyalty shifted in the general. For example, 
Brennan, Visconsi and Lerner all donated heavily to Lee's primary campaign, with only token 
contributions to Taft. Yet in the general elections, they jumped ship and spent their money on 
Taft. Jacobs and Wexner contributed heavily to Fisher's primary, but gave equally to Fisher and 
Taft in the general.  

WHO GETS  

Democrat vs. Republican Candidates  

In the statewide races, Republican candidates raised $22.4 million, 11 percent more than the 
Democrats, who raised $18.7 million. Democrat and Republican candidates raised roughly equal 
amounts in the legislative races -- $15.2 million and $15.7 million, respectively.  



Winners vs. Losers  

Winners raised a total of $31.7 million, almost double the $17.9 million raised by those who lost 
in the general. The average winner raised $251,540 - again almost twice that raised by the 
average general-election loser, who raised $150,373. Candidates who lost in the primaries could 
not contend financially with either the winners or general-election losers. Primary losers raised 
$2.2 million, and their average was a paltry $26,696 - 10 percent of the average winner's 
collection and 17 percent of the average general-election losers collection.  

  

Statewide winners raised a total of $18.7 million not much more than those who lost in the 
general, who raised $14.2 million. Primary losers raised just under $1 million total. On average, 
winners received $2.1 million, 40 percent more than the average $1.3 million raised by those 
who lost to them in the general. Primary losers were left behind monetarily, having raised an 
average of $162,517. Legislative winners raised a total of $13 million - 3 1/2 times more than the 
total raised by general-election losers ($3.7 million). Primary losers raised $1.4 million. On 
average, legislative winners raised $110,900 - three times more than did those they defeated in 
the general. Primary losers raised just under $18,000.  

Incumbents vs. Challengers  

Incumbents raised almost three times as much as their challengers overall -- $15.3 million 
compared to $5.7 million. Statewide incumbents, as can be seen in the chart below, raised 2 1/2 
times as much as their challengers, while legislative incumbents raised, on average, 4 times as 
much as their challengers.  



  

Incumbency & Money Take All  

In the 1998 elections, if a candidate was an incumbent or raised the most money, he or she had a 
95 percent chance of winning. A mere four of the 97 incumbents who sought re-election lost 
their seat and only seven candidates with neither advantage won.  

 

ABOUT OUR INFORMATION  

The National Institute on Money in State Politics received the 1997-1998 contribution data from 
the Ohio Citizen Action, which in turn built their database from campaign finance reports 
available in computerized form from the Ohio Secretary of State.  

  

  

  

 


