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"The Future of the Jewish Family: Per­
sonal and C o m m u n a l Responsibility" by 
N o r m a n L i n z e r . Jewish Education. 
Spr ing , 1984, p p . 1 0 - 1 5 . 

T h e stability of the family in Amer i ­
can society is be ing th rea t ened by sev­
eral factors: t he r is ing divorce ra te 
resul t ing in a grea ter n u m b e r of single-
p a r e n t families, work ing mothe r s , t he 
increased n u m b e r of pe r sons l iving 
a lone a n d the n u m b e r of u n m a r r i e d 
persons living toge ther . T h e s e facts a re 
s u p p o r t e d by d e m o g r a p h i c da ta . 

I n view of the accul turat ion of the J ew 
in Amer ican society, one may suspect 
that the Jewish family is following the 
same pa t t e rn . T r e n d s indicate tha t this 
is occur r ing in the non-observant Jewish 
family a n d surprisingly in the t radi­
tional Jewish family as well. 

Professionals a n d paren t s a re asking 
valid questions r e g a r d i n g the ro le of 
tradit ional values in serving as a buffer 
against " the secular inroads of a n o p e n 
society." Historical ly, t h e t r ad i t iona l 
family, s teeped in Jewish r i tual a n d 
c u l t u r e , was insu la ted f rom ou t s ide 
forces. 

Linzer develops an in teres t ing re­
sponse to this t roublesome quest ion. H e 
characterizes two approaches of tra­
ditional families with r ega rd to "atti­
tudes toward Jewish t radi t ion": "first 
o r d e r " a n d "second o rde r " . 

T h e "first o r d e r " app roach is the one 
in which t radi t ion is t ransmit ted by au­
thori ty, "because we've always d o n e it 
this way"—no questions asked. Th i s ap­
p roach has been accepted by ul t ra-re­
ligious g roups . 

T h e "second o r d e r " app roach posits 
the need to quest ion, to u n d e r s t a n d 
t r ad idon in its own context , and inter­

p re t it in m o d e r n terminology, giving it 
a dynamic vitality." H e applies the "sec­
o n d o r d e r " a p p r o a c h to del ineate the 
personal and communa l responsibil ides 
for ensu r ing the con t inued existence of 
the Jewish family. 

H e demons t ra tes how the obligations 
which the T a l m u d imposes on pa ren t s , 
w h e n t ransla ted in a m o d e r n id iom, a re 
des igned to t ransmit t radi t ional values 
in a positive env i ronmen t and p r e p a r e 
the child for life as a good J e w a n d a 
good pe r son . Parents , however , may be 
unab le to fulfill these obligations a lone. 
I t is t he responsibility of the communi ty 
to assist pa ren t s t h r o u g h educat ional 
p r o g r a m m i n g , cul tural a n d social expe­
riences. 

Linzer 's p u r p o s e is not to predic t the 
fu tu re of the Jewish family, bu t to sug­
gest that the pa ren t -communi ty part­
n e r s h i p may stay t h e f u r t h e r e r o ­
sion of the Jewish family a n d e n s u r e its 
continuity as a viable insti tution. H e 
suppor t s his posit ion with cogent a rgu­
men t . 

Ida Bobrowsky 
Board of Jewish 

Educat ion of 
Grea ter New York 

"Policy Weaknesses and Political O p ­
por tuni t ies" by Donald E. Chamber s . 
Social Service Review, March 1985, Vol. 
59, No . 1, p p . 1 to 17. 

T h e Social Security Disability Insur ­
ance p r o g r a m has several major areas of 
"policy weaknesses"—ambiguity in defi­
ni t ions, i n a d e q u a t e i n d e p e n d e n c e of 
administrat ive law j u d g e s who have to 
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enforce policy a n d adminis t radve non-
responsiveness to Federal cour t deci­
sions. Parties of various political persua­
sions have used these weaknesses to ex­
p a n d or contract the federal disability 
p r o g r a m at will. T h e part icular record 
of the Reagan adminis t ra t ion in con­
tract ing eligibility for the disability p ro ­
g r a m is discussed. 

Donald Feldstein 
Council of Jewish 

Federa t ions 
New York 

" T h e History of I r i sh-American Care 
of the Aged" by Seamus P. Metress. So­
cial Service Review, March, 1985, Vol. 59, 
No . 1, p p . 18 to 3 1 . 

T h e Ir ish Americans a re an ethnic 
g r o u p who have been in the Uni ted 
States in some n u m b e r s since the Colo­
nial p e r i o d . T h e m e t h o d s a n d a p ­
proaches to care of the aged used by this 
g r o u p is t raced t h r o u g h various per iods 
of Amer ican history. Initially, the Ir ish 
Americans tr ied to take care of their 
own, but Hke o the r e thnic g roups , as 
their resources were overwhelmed, they 
h a d to t u rn to public sources. T h e his­
tory of these deve lopments has lessons 
for o ther e thnic g roups . 

Donald Feldstein 
Council of Jewish 

Federat ions 
New York 

" O r t h o d o x Jews—From Passivity to 
Activism," by J a c o b Katz (Professor 
Emeri tus of Jewish social history at the 
Hebrew University in Je rusa lem) . Com­
mentary, J u n e , 1985, p p . 3 4 - 3 9 . 

This article is helpful for those who 
seek a bet ter u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the role 

of O r t h o d o x inst i tu t ions , historically 
and current ly , in Zionism and Israel. 
T h e different emphases in Or thodoxy , 
in both religious and secular areas , a re 
clarified. Of pa r t i cu la r va lue is the 
analysis of the viewpoints a n d actions of 
the O r t h o d o x communi ty in Israel in 
relat ion to that country 's political struc­
tu re a n d problems. Of special inter­
est is the discussion of the develop­
ing differences within the O r t h o d o x 
communi ty , as opposed to the tradi­
tional concept of rigid and unified view­
points. 

Charles Miller 
Communi ty Consul tant 
Philadelphia 

"Searching for the Cen te r in Israel ," 
by Priit J . Vesilind. National Geographic, 
July , 1985, p p . 2 - 3 8 . 

This article is helpful to those who 
need to u n d e r s t a n d and to in t e rp re t Is­
rael , with part icular reference to its 
political, social and cultural aspects. Al­
t hough the title refers primari ly to the 
g radua l political shift f rom liberalism to 
a m o r e conservative stance, the material 
is clarifying in relat ion to developments 
of religious belief a n d practice, eco­
nomic aspects, the influence of ecologi­
cal condit ions, the role of kibutzim and 
of set t lements in the West Bank and 
cultural t r ends . 

T h e article is of par t icular value be­
cause it is based on an in fo rmed and 
sophisticated appreciat ion of the people 
and the condit ions u n d e r which they 
live, and the historical and o the r forces 
which have inf luenced the direct ion of 
events. T h e r e is a str iking g r o u p of 
pho tog raphs by J a m e s L. Stanfield. 

Charles Miller 
Communi ty Consul tant 
Philadelphia 
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"Welfare State in A m e r i c a — T r e n d s 
a n d Prospects": Special Issue. Annals of 
the American Academy of Political and So­
cial Science, May 1 9 8 5 , p p . 9 - 1 5 5 . 

"We live in a pe r iod of e m e r g i n g 
single-issue politics a n d a p le thora of so­
cial polidcal issues. T h e f ragmenta t ion 
of politics makes it difficult to genera te a 

coalition to s t r eng then the welfare state, 
bu t also makes it difficult to dismant ie 
it." Includes essays on social security, 
employee benefits, child s u p p o r t and 
deinsti tutionalization. 

F r o m Articles of Interest in 
Current Periodicals 
American Jewish Commit tee 

Twenty-five Years Ago 
in this Journal 

I a m p ropos ing that the chal lenge is 
before us to develop new oppor tun i t ies , 
new worthwhile volunteer projects to 
complemen t and s u p p l e m e n t the work 
of the professional staff. We need the 
he lp of the many people who have an 
interest in o u r p r o g r a m s , who can be­
come in fo rmed in te rp re te r s a n d sup­
por te rs of o u r activities. At the same 
t ime we can give t h e m a sense of fulfill­
ment , a feeling of do ing some th ing 
wor thwhi le—yes , i n d e e d , a sense of 
being wanted . Must we only concern 
ourselves with bui ld ing u p this feeling 
of being wanted a n d useful in those who 
come to us as clients? 

We need the volunteer as m u c h or 
m o r e than the volunteer needs us. Yes, 
let us be selfish a n d he lp ing at the same 
t ime. For o u r fu ture is mutual ly depen ­
den t and in ter twined. 

HERMAN M . PEKARSKY 
Fall, 1 9 6 0 
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