
Membership Resolutions 
Annual Meeting, Los Angeles 

T h e following resolut ions consti tute 
an affirmative s ta tement by the m e m ­
bers of CJCS tha t active par t ic ipat ion o n 
the issues cited is of h igh pr ior i ty to the 
professional a n d to the communi ty . T h e 
CJCS urges each Affiliated Professional 
Association to develop a n d imp lemen t 
strategies for action, a n d to encou rage 
the involvement of its m e m b e r s o n those 
resolut ions of par t icular relevance to 
the i r field of service. 

Religion in a Pluralistic Society 

T h e pr inciple of church-s ta te separa­
tion mainta ins religious plural ism in 
America . Its safeguard of the r ights of 
conscience of minorit ies has cont r ibu ted 
to o u r ability as Jews to part ic ipate fully 
in the b r o a d e r communi ty without for­
feiting o u r Jewish affiliation a n d iden­
tity. 

T h a t p r i n c i p l e a p p e a r s t o b e 
th rea tened in a n u m b e r of ways: by 
cour t decisions u p h o l d i n g the place­
m e n t of religious symbols on public 
p roper ty , t h r o u g h Congressional action 
allowing religious clubs in public secon­
dary schools , by p roposa l s t o enac t 
school p r aye r o r m o m e n t of silence 
legislation, a n d by s u p p o r t f rom Presi­
d e n t Reagan and o thers for tuit ion tax 
credi t legislation. CJCS rejects these a n d 
all o t h e r efforts to enact in to law reli­
gious values o r beliefs of par t icu lar 
religious denomina t ions . T h e climate 
c rea ted in the Uni ted States by these 
actions a n d s ta tements j eopard izes a n d 
t h r e a t e n s A m e r i c a n p r i n c i p l e s o f 
p lu ra l i sm. Const i tu t ional g u a r a n t e e s , 
and the very security of the Amer ican 
Jewish communi ty a n d o the r religious 
minori t ies. 

As Jews a n d Amer icans , we dep lo re 
all efforts to use the political process to 

i m p o s e s e c t a r i a n v iews . T h e r e f o r e , 
CJCS: 

1) publicly expresses its s t rong sup­
p o r t for t h e First A m e n d m e n t 
guaran tees of religious f r eedom 
requ i r ing the gove rnmen t , at all 
levels , to r e m a i n s c r u p u l o u s l y 
neu t ra l in r e g a r d to religious mat­
ters a n d to mainta in strict separa­
tion of chu rch a n d state; 

2) encourages each of its affiliated 
professional associations a n d their 
m e m b e r s to s u p p o r t the principles 
of this resolut ion; a n d , 

3) asks its m e m b e r s to communica te , 
by all a p p r o p r i a t e m e a n s a n d 
me thods , the i r beliefs as stated 
he re in to their elected represen ta ­
tives and jo in with l ike-minded 
g r o u p s a n d i n d i v i d u a l s — b o t h 
Jewish a n d non-Jewish—in fur­
the rance of this cause. 

Federal Responsibility in 
Providing Human Services 

O n e of the unde r ly ing principles of 
the field of Jewish c o m m u n a l service is 
the t radi t ional Juda i c value of Tikun 
Olam, to repa i r the world. As pract i t ion­
ers a n d citizens, we s u p p o r t t he estab­
l i shment and mainta inance of govern­
men t p r o g r a m s to safeguard the heal th 
a n d welfare of the needy in o u r society. 

Since many m e m b e r s of CJCS p r o ­
vide direct services to needy individ­
uals, we are directly a n d acutely aware 
of the impact on service delivery result­
ing from the withdrawal of federal sup­
po r t f rom impor t an t p r o g r a m s . Agen­
cies r e p o r t tha t cutbacks in federa l 
funds have seriously i m p e d e d the i r 
ability to meet the needs of their client 
popula t ions . 
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Changes in governmenta l policies as 
well as demograph i c changes in the 
J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y , h a v e c r e a t e d a 
growing and somewhat new clientele for 
many Jewish social service agencies . 
Case workers have been r e p o r t i n g many 
m o r e cases of single heads of house­
holds with serious financial a n d emo­
tional problems, as well as an increase in 
child and spousal abuse cases, often a 
direct result of financial distress. 

At the same t ime, dgh t en ing of eligi­
bility s tandards a n d limitations of funds 
in certain p r o g r a m s have led to the cut­
ting off f rom assistance of otherwise 
needy individuals. T h u s , agencies a re 
less able to meet increasing d e m a n d s for 
service. 

I n addi t ion to realizing that the i r 
ability to meet the needs is th rea tened , 
Jewish agencies a re facing prospect ive 
cutbacks in voluntary s u p p o r t for their 
p r o g r a m s . F e d e r a l p r o p o s a l s t h a t 
th rea ten to have a "chilling effect" on 
chari table giving are viewed with a larm 
by Jewish agencies across the country . 
Efforts to block these proposals have 
been launched in many communi t ies 
a n d deserve the s u p p o r t of all CJCS 
members . 

T h e CJCS is conce rned that at bo t tom 
we a re facing a redefini t ion by the fed­
eral gove rnmen t of its role in p rov id ing 
h u m a n services. T h e Reagan adminis­
trat ion's redefini t ion of the role of gov­
e r n m e n t has resul ted in the exclusion 
from service of millions of people , many 
of whom are chi ldren, single heads of 
households and o the r more vulnerable 
categories of the needy. 

T h e CJCS: 
1) calls u p o n its member s and APAs 

to cont inue working toward the 
p r e s e r v a t i o n o f p r o g r a m s t h a t 
meet the legitimate needs of o u r 
client popula t ions , 

2) will p u r s u e coalition oppor tun i t ies 
bo th within a n d beyond the Jewish 
communi ty to meet the needs of 

the chronically poor a n d needy; 
and , 

3) encourages its member s and APAs 
to work closely with o the r Jewish 
c o m m u n a l professionals to assist 
the Jewish communi ty in u n d e r ­
s tanding the implication of federal 
c u t b a c k s o n t h e c o m m u n i t y ' s 
ability to cont inue provid ing the 
same level a n d extent of service. 

Events in the Middle East 

This past year has been m a r k e d by a 
growth in the already positive relation­
ship be tween Israel a n d the Uni ted 
States. Despite domestic economic diffi­
culties, the Uni ted States has j u d g e d the 
strategic relat ionship with Israel to be 
of sufficient impor t ance to Amer ican 
interests to increase military a n d eco­
n o m i c s u p p o r t i n g ass is tance to t h e 
Jewish state. T h e recently-enacted Free 
T r a d e Area between the two countr ies 
a u g u r s well fo r t h e m u c h - n e e d e d 
growth in Israel 's expor t economy. 

Diplomatically, the Uni ted States has 
b e g u n to articulate unequivocally the 
centrality of Israel to the security of the 
association of democrat ic nat ions . T h e 
Reagan adminis t ra t ion has pointedly 
told the A r a b states that peace in the 
Middle East will come only when they 
are p r e p a r e d to sit down with Israel in 
face-to-face negotiat ions. At the same 
t ime, Israel has repeatedly stated its 
willingness to meet with Arab leaders , 
such as King Hussein of J o r d a n , without 
pre-condi t ions a n d within the frame­
work of the C a m p David agreements . 

CJCS reaffirms its unswerving com­
mi tment to the state a n d people of Israel 
and their r ight to live at peace within 
secure a n d recognized boundar ies . T o 
that end , CJCS pledges to: 

1) speak ou t in suppor t of increased 
military, economic, and diplomatic 
coopera t ion between the Uni ted 
States, Canada and Israel; 
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2) work to increase u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 
the significance of the re la t ionship 
between the Uni ted States and Is­
rael a n d the benefit to western 
interests of s u p p o r t p rov ided Is­
rael; and , 

3) educa te its m e m b e r s as to t h e 
significance to d iaspora Jewry of 
mainta in ing a s t rong, viable, se­
cure Israel . 

Ethiopian Jewry 

CJCS app lauds the historic rescue a n d 
absorpt ion of Ethiopian Jewry by the 
State of Israel. Despite severe economic 
problems , Israel has once again o p e n e d 
its doors , without reservat ion, to a be-
leagured Jewish communi ty . T h e d r a m a 
of rescue underscores the unity of the 
Jewish people , r e m i n d i n g us that o u r 
history a n d sense of peop lehood t ran­
scend matters of race o r poUtics. 

At t h e same t ime , we have been 
moved by the plight of un to ld n u m b e r s 
of Africans t h r ea t ened with dea th be­
cause of the ravages of d r o u g h t and 
famine. CJCS app lauds the work of re­
lief agencies, inc luding the Amer ican 
Jewish Jo in t Distribution Commit tee , 
which have unceasingly worked to re­
lieve the d i re threa t facing millions of 
Africans in Ethiopia and o the r par ts of 
sub-Saharan Africa. 

CJCS urges its member s a n d APAs to 
involve themselves fully in Opera t ion 
Moses and o the r efforts des igned to 
speed the absorpt ion of Ethiopian Jews 
into Israeli society. Moreover , as citizens 
of compass ionate nat ions , a n d moti­
vated by the p rophe t i c t radi t ion of ou r 
faith, we p ledge to cont inue to s u p p o r t 
efforts by ou r governments and private 
agencies to b r ing relief to the people of 
Africa suffering from famine. 

Nuclear Threat 

CJCS believes that no issue th rea tens 
o u r existence as Jews a n d citizens of so­

ciety m o r e t han the specter of nuclear 
warfare . We app laud the r e sumpt ion of 
nuclear a rms negotiat ions be tween the 
Uni ted States and the Soviet U n i o n and 
h o p e tha t these will e v e n t u a t e no t 
m e r e l y in a r e d u c t i o n in n u c l e a r 
weapons bu t in a solemn resolve by 
both sides to p u r s u e a comple te halt 
to the nuclear a rms race. 

With app rop r i a t e safeguards , we ap­
peal to all nuclear powers to reach 
a g r e e m e n t on the mutua l reduc t ion in 
the testing, p roduc t ion , and develop­
men t of nuclear weapons . 

Finally, we call u p o n the Uni ted States 
to vigorously take the lead in achieving 
effective nuclear non-prol i fera t ion. T h e 
CJCS suppor t s proposals which would 
impose a mora to r ium on the t ransfer of 
nuc lear technology to o t h e r na t ions 
unti l such time as genuinely effective 
safeguards can be established. 

CJCS urges its m e m b e r s to: 
1) speak out on this issue, including 

communica t ing with federal legis­
lators and working for similar ex­
pressions of concern by o the r p ro ­
fessional g r o u p s a n d agenc ies ; 
and , 

2) jo in in coalition with l ike-minded 
g roups working for the same ends . 

Soviety Jewry 

In 1984, Soviet Jewish emigra t ion 
p l u m m e t e d to the lowest point in 15 
years with the d e p a r t u r e of only 896 
Jews. Moreover, recent months have wit­
nessed the arres t of n u m e r o u s leaders in 
the Jewish cultural movement and an 
escalation in state-inspired anti-Semi­
tism, highl ighted by an especially cruel 
T V show ent ided "Hirel ings a n d Ac­
complices". 

At the same t ime, the change in the 
Soviet reg ime and the o p e n i n g of a rms 
talks between the Soviet Un ion and the 
Uni ted States suggest new oppor tun i t ies 
to r educe in ternat ional tension. 
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CJCS pledges to c o n d n u e its active 
pardcipat ion in the s truggle to assure 
full h u m a n and emigra t ion rights for 
o u r b ro thers and sisters in the Soviet 
Un ion . We u r g e o u r m e m b e r s a n d 
APAs to: 

1) become active in local a n d nat ional 
Soviet Jewry advocacy g roups ; 

2) write the legislators a n d o the r gov­
e r n m e n t officials in the U.S. a n d 
C a n a d a decry ing the p l igh t of 
Soviet Jews; 

3) u rge the agencies in which their 
m e m b e r s work to place Soviet 
Jewish refuseniks a n d Prisoners of 
Consc ience o n the i r b o a r d s as 
h o n o r a r y members ; and 

4) educate a n d energize sister profes­
sional associations in the b r o a d e r 
communi ty to become involved in 
Sov ie t J e w r y a n d o t h e r s u c h 
h u m a n rights issues. 

Apartheid 

As Jews, we find the South African 
apar the id system incompatible with o u r 
tradit ional belief in the dignity of all 
people . T h e concept that a person 's 
r ights a n d status in society can be de­
fined by his bir th, is totally r e p u g n a n t to 
us. 

Apar the id is a particularly cruel form 
of racial discrimination. It leads to the 
denial of equal oppor tun i ty to the black, 
Asian and colored citizens of South Af­
rica, g roups const i tut ing 70% of the 
total popula t ion . Apar the id has resul ted 
in the unequa l delivery of public ser­
vices, the forced separat ion of families, 
t he d e t e n t i o n of l a r g e n u m b e r s of 
people , the incarcerat ion of political 
activists a n d the cruel t r e a t m e n t of 
civilians. 

CJCS: 
1) believes that the government s of 

the U n i t e d States a n d C a n a d a 
should be u r g e d to work vigor­
ously to end apar the id , discrim­

ina t ion , a n d violence in Sou th 
Africa; 

2) suppor t s legislation, such as the 
Gray-Kennedy bill, whose p u r p o s e 
is to e n d fu ture Amer ican financial 
investment in South Africa that 
might contr ibute to the sustaining 
of apar the id ; 

3) u r g e s A m e r i c a n a n d C a n a d i a n 
companies with holdings in South 
Africa to conduc t affairs t h e r e 
with t h e s a m e c o m m i t m e n t to 
non-discr iminat ion in the work­
place requ i red in the Uni ted States 
a n d Canada ; and , 

4) urges its member s and APAs to 
jo in coalitions of l ike-minded indi­
viduals seeking to b r ing a rap id yet 
peaceful t ransformat ion of South 
African society to a representa t ive 
and democrat ic form of govern­
ment . 

The Homeles s 

T h e presence of large n u m b e r s of 
people living on the streets of o u r cities 
is a dramat ic condemna t ion of o u r soci­
ety's inability to provide for the well-
be ing of these ci t izens. Th i s is, of 
course, an ext remely complex issue in­
volving questions of mental heal th pol­
icy, welfare policy, heal th care , provi­
sion of low-cost housing, d r u g a n d alco­
hol rehabil i tat ion, j o b t ra ining, as well as 
n u m e r o u s legal issues. 

Nevertheless, it is beyond discussion 
that a terr ible h u m a n toll is evidenced 
by t h e fact t h a t p e o p l e , l iving de -
fenselessly and in squalor , a re found in 
growing n u m b e r s on o u r streets. 

As c o m m u n a l professionals, we find 
this s i tuat ion in to lerable . T h e r e f o r e , 
CJCS: 

1) believes that only by the creat ion of 
national efforts to meet the needs 
of these peop le can this issue be 
addressed in an effective manne r . 
Given t h e a l r e a d y s t r a ined re ­
sources of most large cities a n d the 
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t ransient n a t u r e of many of the 
street people , it is unreasonab le to 
expect municipal government s to 
resolve this p rob l em except in con­
cert with state and federal agen­
cies; 

2) calls u p o n Jewish insti tutions—di­
rect service agencies a n d syna­
g o g u e s e spec i a l l y—to e x a m i n e 
their role in relieving the physical 
a n d p e r h a p s emot ional distress 
suffered by many of the homeless 
in o u r communi t ies ; and , 

3) calls u p o n its APAs to study a n d 

enact measures to relieve the ap­
pall ing a n d l i fe- threatening con­
ditions u n d e r which street people 
live, inc luding bu t not l imited to 
the es tab l i shment of add i t iona l 
shelters , p rov id ing a m a n d a t e to 
the app rop r i a t e authori t ies to pick 
u p individuals who a re clearly a 
th rea t to themselves, and where 
necessa ry , the r e - in s t i t u t i ona l i -
zation of those street people least 
able to fend for themselves. 

Adopted: June 4, 1985 
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